
Her keen eyes follow
every face around her.
her heart knows that

it takes only a fraction of a
second for an expression to
change. When the right
moment dawns, she captures
the thought scattered on a
face that words cannot
express.

Instilling life and preserv-
ing it for eternity on a photo-
graph is more than a profes-
sion for Yongqiu Liu, who will
hold her maiden photograph-
ic exhibition on October 2 at
the Galle Face Hotel, Colom-
bo. the exhibition will remain
open for the public until the
4th of Economic Develop-
ment Minister, Basil Rajapak-
sa will be the chief Guest
while the Chinese Ambas-
sador to Sri Lanka, Ms. Yang
Xiuping will grace the occa-
sion as the guest of honour.

Five years ago, Liu arrived
in Sri Lanka for a short vaca-
tion. As it was the winter sea-
son in Northern China, all Liu
had in mind was escaping the
gust of cold winds. She
thought spending some time
with her husband who was
employed in a warm island
would be the best option. Vis-
iting Sri Lanka for the first
time, Liu never thought the
warmth of the country and its
people would touch her heart
so strong preventing her to
leave for China.

“I never thought that I
would spend so many years of
my life in Sri Lanka when I
stepped in to the “bright and
fertile island” five years ago.
On the 25th of January, 2005
I arrived in Sri Lanka. It was
my first visit to the South
Asian island. Holding my
son’s little hand and the enve-
lope containing two return air
tickets to Beijing, I came to
visit my husband Zhanjie
Chen who was the chief cor-
respondent Colombo Office,
Xinhau News Agency, She
recalled.She reminisced the
devastating moment the
island nation was going
through when she arrived. A
massive tsunami has hit the
pearl of the Indian Ocean
washing away thousands of
lives with its unruly waters
and leaving many more home-
less. “People were still in deep

sorrow because of the tsuna-
mi which occurred just one
month before my arrival. The
Colombo office of Xinhua
News Agency was extremely
busy with tsunami reporting,”
Liu said. The situation in the
country was devastating. Dur-
ing such a time, anyone wold
think of fleeing to a safer
place instead Liu says she
decided to stay.

“But it doesn’t matter for
us. We fell in love with Sri
Lanka immediately, especially
my seven-year-old son. He
was born in Beijing which is a
forest of concrete. Suddenly,
he was free to run barefoot on
the sandy beaches and feel
the breeze in his face. He was
free to watch the squirrels,

monitors, butterflies and
many other lovely creatures.
So we decided to settle here
with his father,” she
explained.

“For me, it was a new
beginning. I had to abandon
my job in Beijing as an editor,
and learn everything in the
new environment - driving,
English and then photogra-
phy. In March 2008, I joined
Xinhau as a correspondent,”
Liu said.Since then, the
charms of Sri Lanka has
wrapped Liu and kept her
rooted in this soil. The friend-
ly smiles, the breathtaking
nature and the richness on
the culture embraced her.

“I was deeply indulged in
the rich culture and history,
the fascinating gifts of nature
and the friendly people of the
country,” she said.

Liu wanted the world to
know about this island which

amazed her and
changed her plans in
life. 

“I began to write a lot
of stories about Sri
Lanka which were

either published in Chinese
magazines and newspapers,
or posted on my blog. One of
my fiends once said to me
that she is discovering Sri

Lanka through my articles,”
Liu said.

Meanwhile, she captured
the sense of the mystery and
the beauty of life, nature, and
special moments on her cam-
era. A smile of a girl, an
inquisitive pair of eyes, a
dancer full of energy, tranquil-

lity of a temple or a fleeting
moment in the nature was
permanently recorded on her
camera, the way she saw it.

“I shot pictures at different
occasions as much as possi-
ble. Every moment that urged
me to capture a picture
whether it is an expression on
some person’s face, an image
in a certain occasion, or a

cloud flying across the sky or
a monkey staring at me,
always touched my heart
deeply. These are not just
photographs for me but are
the most meaningful memo-
ries in my life,” she said.

Liu also experienced
another devastation that was
battering Sri Lanka. It was
the last phase of the three
decade long conflict which
stole away many precious
lives of Sri Lankans. 

Even though uncertainty
clouded every nook and cor-
ner of the country, Liu did
not entertain any thoughts of
leaving the island. The cruel-
ty of war, the suffering of the
innocent and the destruction
were recorded both on her
camera and on her heart.

“The experience of the last
phase of the war that pained
Sri Lanka for nearly 30 years
is unforgettable. I was
shocked. I cried when inno-
cent civilians were killed in
such a nice country. I always
kept asking “why”.

I remember how I threw
up after returning from the
scene where a LTTE suicide
bomber blew himself up, tar-
geting the Secretary of
Defence,” she explained.

During her five year stay
she had gone through many
experiences and witnessed
the special moments of Sri
Lanka. She feels five years is
too short for her to explore
and understand this country
and its people.

“My husband and I will
leave the country for Greece
to start the next period of
work. We have to say good-
bye to Sri Lanka in Novem-
ber,” she said. Before her
departure from this island of
wonders she hopes to pay
tribute to the memorable
experience through her pho-
tographic exhibition. “My
love for this country will
remain forever,” she conclud-
ed. Liu invites all Sri Lankans
to share and witness her
years of joy in this beautiful
island.
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■ Ms Lanka 2010 for Ms Asia 2011 in association with 

Seventeen vie for Ms Exotic Eyes

Sunday September 5 was hec-
tic and exciting for the con-
testants for Ms Lanka 2010.

This was something new for
them.  The selection for Ms Exot-
ic Eyes proved to be a difficult
task for the judges because as

they later commented all the pairs
of eyes were exotic but they final-
ly decided on seventeen contes-
tants.  

Who will be the lucky winner?
That will be revealed at the finale
pageant!  In the meantime the
contestants will be kept busy for
the forthcoming set of mini titles
for which a great deal of behind
the scenes activity is in progress.
The Sri Lanka Exhibition and
Convention Centre will be the
venue for the mini titles, Ms Cat-

walk, Ms Talent and Ms Designer.
The selected dates are October 1,
2 and 3 and the time on the three
days will be from 10.30 a.m. to
1.00 p.m.  The attractive Ms Cat-
walk mini title will be worked off
on October 1.  Those who have
kept their special talent under
covers, this is the time to reveal it
to the judges when they will meet
you on October 2 and then your
creative talent can be aptly dis-
played at the Ms Designer mini
title contest which will be held on

October 3.  Good luck all
round.Ms Lanka 2010 for Ms
Asia 2011, Beauty for a Cause is
in support of the differently abled
and under privileged for educa-
tion/vocational training. Tech-
nique International in collabora-
tion with the Sunday Observer Sri
Lanka’s leading newspaper with
the largest circulation will present
the pageant this year too.  The
other sponsors are Pico Events,
softlogic, Sterling Flowers and
Trendy wear.

Who will be the Sunday
Observer Most Popular Contes-
tant to wear the glittering crown?
This is where you the readers
come in.  Remember to keep your
votes rolling in weekly.  

Oshin Anthony

Apsara Senanayaka

Bavani Yerosha

Thilini Kohona

Krishani Karunarathne

Randima Ubewarna Thushari Nilusha

Kaushamali Jayasekara Gowri  Weerasuriya

Anushka Padukka Dulanthi Kumarasinghe

Krishani Palihawardana Nuwangi Gammaarachchi

Agatha Ranasinghe

Shammila Ariyarathne

Nadeeka Senadeera

Sameeri Perera

The semi final of the Sun-
day Observer Fashion
Designer of the Year is now
over. Twenty young finalists
will now have to prepare
themselves for the Grand
Finale on October 16 at the
BMICH. The show, since its
inception has been a land-
mark event in the country’s
annual fashion calendar. Glitz
and glamour and entertain-
ment galore but most impor-
tantly, it will launch 20
unknown young talent onto
the field. Don’t make the mis-
take of thinking ‘unknown’
means untalented or negligi-
ble talent. Every famous
artist was unknown once and
some, like Van Gogh,
remained unknown all their
lives. The Sunday Observer
Fashion Designer of the Year,
not only offers recourse to
twenty young designers to
launch themselves but also
gives the public and industry
at large an opportunity to
view their talent. The design-
ers are by no means the only
beneficiaries of this show.
The public will be able to
view talent that is diverse,
exuberant and fresh, just like
the designers themselves.

That is how the Sunday
Observer Fashion Designer
of the Year is different. It’s not
about bizarre and unwearable
designs, it’s about beautiful,
elegant and most important-
ly, wearable designs.

The contestants have to
design four types of wear and
will be judged on each of
those categories; Sports
Wear, Office Wear, Evening
Wear and Saris. But mean-
while, you, the public have a
role to play in picking a win-
ner as well; the most popular
contestant of the year. 

Reproduced below are the
names and pictures of each of
the 20 finalists. 

May the Best Contestant
Win! Singer Sri Lanka is the
Official sponsor of the show
while Ranjan Dedigama of
Gems and Jewels (Pvt) Ltd,
Maharagama is the sponsor
for the office wear segment.
Khalil Masood, CEO of SKM
Lanka Holdings (Pvt) Ltd
will be the sponsor of the
Sports wear category while
Coca-Cola Beverages Sri
Lanka Ltd is the Beverage
Partner. Ramzi Rahaman is
the show’s official hairdress-
er/makeup artiste. 

Chula Nannayakara Ari-
yaratne will also be present-
ing a segment on the show
and the hair dresser/makeup
artiste for her segment will
be Saroja Anthonis of Salon
Saro. 

For Liu,
photography is life

Liu wanted the
world to know

about this
island which

amazed her and
changed her
plans in life.

Beauty and 
elegance to the fore

■
Fashion Designer of the Year
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Shashikala Cooray

Udaya Fernando

Niluka Kaushalya

Raffella Fernando

Mekala de Silva

Umani Baduge

Dumila Chandrasena

Keshini Munaweera

Dimithra Sahabandu

Dilum SachindraDharshika Ekanayake

Sapuni Adishika

Prabudi Dissanayake

Juliet Ranasinghe

Amanjanee Nilaweera

Graham Anderson

Akshari Punchinilame

Gayathri WijebahuKrishan - Galle

Anusha Samarasinghe

Most Popular Contestant Votes

Kaushamali Jayasekera 782 

Anushika Padukka 658

Bavani Yerosha 601

Nadeeka Senadeera 523

Apsara Senanayake 443

Thilini Kohona 419

The count so far...


