
by Julian Guyer 
MUMBAI, India, April 

2, 2011 (AFP) - Saturday’s 
World Cup final between 
India and Sri Lanka at 
the Wankhede Stadium 
is being billed as a clash 
between Sachin Tendulkar 
and Muttiah Muralitharan, 
two modern-day masters.

But while some of crick-
et’s greatest names have 
shone in the showpiece 
match, the World Cup 
has also provided a stage 
where lesser-known names 
have also sparkled.

Here are some of the 
World Cup’s unlikely 
heroes.

1975: Gary Gilmour 
(Australia) 

No-one did more than 
the left-arm swing bowl-

ing all-rounder to get Aus-
tralia into the inaugural 
World Cup final. Although 
not selected for any of the 
group matches, he pro-
duced a devastating return 
of six wickets for just 14 
runs as England were dis-
missed for 93. When Aus-
tralia collapsed to 39 for 
six in reply, he saw them 
home with an unbeaten 
28.

Three days later in the 
final at Lord’s, Gilmour 
took five for 48 — includ-
ing the wickets of Alvin 
Kallicharran, Clive Lloyd, 
Rohan Kanhai and Vivian 
Richards. 

But it was not enough 
to prevent the West Indies 
winning and six months 
later Gilmour played his 

last game of one-day inter-
national cricket.

1979: Collis King 
(West Indies) 

If ever a man justified 
the headline ‘King for a 
Day’ it was the all-rounder.

The West Indies were 
in trouble at 99 for four 
when King joined Rich-
ards at the crease. King 
then proceeded to do what 
few men, before or since, 
managed and outshone 
Richards, who went on to 
score a hundred, while the 
pair were at the crease.

King produced a mag-
nificent display of clean-
hitting that saw him score 
86 from just 66 balls as he 
added 139 in 21 overs with 
Richards to put the match 
beyond England’s reach.

But King, who played 
in just nine Tests and 18 
one-dayers, put his inter-
national career on hold 
when he joined World 
Series Cricket and then 
effectively terminated 
it by opting to go on a 
‘rebel’ West Indies tour of 
apartheid South Africa in 
1982/83.

1983: Mohinder Amar-
nath (India) 

Amarnath, the son of 
former India captain Lala 
Amarnath, made his India 
debut in 1969 and, having 
looked shaky against pace 
at first, became known as 
one of the bravest players 
of fast bowling.

Yet it was in his second 
string role of a medium-

pacer that he won the 
man-of-the-match award 
in the final — he’d also 
been given the honour in 
the semi-final win against 
England — as India upset 
the odds to deny the West 
Indies a hat-trick of World 
Cup titles at Lord’s in 
1983.

The then 32-year-old 

Amarnath produced the 
astonishing analysis of 
three wickets for 12 runs 
in seven overs as India, 
defending a seemingly low 
score of 183, won by 43 
runs.

His 20-year career, 
which included several 
comebacks, finally ended 
in 1989. 

1987: Mike Veletta 
(Australia)

He belied his reputation 
as a dogged opener for 
Western Australia by scor-
ing 45 off just 31 balls as 
Australia beat England by 
seven runs in the 1987 
World Cup final in Cal-
cutta.

Veletta’s score, batting 
at mumber six, was in 
excess of those made by 
the likes of Geoff Marsh, 
Dean Jones and Allan 
Border. Yet he had noth-
ing like the international 
career of that trio and in 
eight Tests he never once 
made a fifty and averaged 
just under 19.
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Qualifing round :
India (370/4 in 50) beat Bangladesh (283/9 in 50) by 87 runs in Mirpur.
Kenya (69 in 23.5) lost to New Zealand (72/0 in 8) by ten wickets in Chennai.
Sri Lanka (332/7 in 50) beat Canada (122 in 36.5) by 210 runs in Sooriyawewa. 
Australia (262/6 in 50) beat Zimbabwe (171 in 36.4) by 91 runs in Ahmedabad.
Netherlands (292/6 in 50) lost to England (296/4 in 48.4) six wickets in Nagpur.
Pakistan (317/7 in 50) beat Kenya (112 in 33.1) by 205 runs at Sooriyawewa.
West Indies (222 in 47.3) lost to South Africa (223/3 in 42.5) by seven wickets in Delhi.
New Zealand (206 in 46.1) lost to Australia (207/3 in 34) by seven wickets in Nagpur.
Bangladesh (205 in 49.1) beat Ireland (178 in 45) by 27 runs in Mirpur.
Pakistan (277/7 in 50) beat Sri Lanka (266/9 in 50) by 11 runs in Colombo.
India (338 in 49.5) tied with England (338/8 in 50) in Bangalore.
Zimbabwe (298/9 in 50) lost to Canada (123 in 42.1) by 175 runs in Nagpur.
West Indies (330/8 in 50) beat Netherlands (115 in 31.3) by 215 runs. 
Kenya (142 in 43.4) lost to Sri Lanka (146/1 in 18.4) by nine wickets in Colombo.
England (327/8 in 50) lost to Ireland (329/7 in 49.1) by three wickets in Bangalore.
South Africa (351/6 in 50) beat Netherlands (120 in 34.5) by 231 runs in Mohali.
Pakistan (184 in 34) beat Canada (138 in 42.5) by 46 runs in Colombo.
Zimbabwe (162 in 46.2) lost to New Zealand (166/0 in 33.3) by ten wickets in Ahmadabad.
Bangladesh (58 in 18.5) lost to West Indies (59/1 in 12.2) by nine wickets in Mirpur.
Sri Lanka (146/5 in 32.5) no result with Australia due to rain in Colombo.
England (171 in 46.4) beat South Africa (165 in 47.4) by six runs in Chennai.
Ireland (207 in 47.5) lost to India (210/5 in 46) by five wickets in Bangalore.
Kenya (198 in 50) lost to Canada (199/5 in 45.3) by five wickets in Delhi.
New Zealand (302/7 in 50) beat Pakistan (192 in 41.4) by 110 runs in Pallekele.
Netherlands (189 in 46.4) lost to India (191/5 in 36.3) by five wickets in Delhi.
Sri Lanka (327/6 in 50) beat Zimbabwe (188 in 39) by 139 runs in Pallekele.
West Indies (275 in 50) beat Ireland (231 in 49) by 44 runs in Mohali.
England (225 in 49.4) lost to Bangladesh (227/8 in 49) by two wickets in Chittagong. 
India (296 in 48.4) lost to South Africa (300/7 in 49.4) by three wickets in Nagpur.
New Zealand (358/6 in 50) beat Canada (261/9 in 50) by 97 runs in Mumbai.
Australia (324/6 in 50) beat Kenya (264/6 in 50) by 60 runs in Bangalore.
Netherlands (160 in 46.2) lost to Bangladesh (166/4 in 41.2) by six wickets in Chittagong.
Zimbabwe (151/7 in 39.4) lost to Pakistan (164/3 in 34.1) by seven wickets (D/N) in Pallekele.
South Africa (272/7 in 50) beat Ireland (141 in 33.2) by 131 runs in Kolkata. 
Canada (211 in 45.4) lost to Australia (212/3 in 34.5) by seven wickets in Bangalore.
England (243 in 48.4) beat West Indies (225 in 44.4) by 18 runs in Chennai.
Netherlands (306 in 50) lost to Ireland (307/4 in 47.4) by six wickets in Kolkata.
Sri Lanka (265/9 in 50) beat New Zealand (153 in 35) by 112 runs in Mumbai.
South Africa (284/8 in 50) beat Bangladesh (78 in 28) by 206 runs in Mirpur.

Australia (176 in 46.4) lost to Pakistan (178/6 in 41) by four wickets in Colombo.
Zimbabwe (308/6 in 50) beat Kenya (147 in 36) by 161 runs in Kolkata.

India (268 in 49.1) beat West Indies (188 in 43) by 80 runs in Chennai.
 
Quarter finals:
West Indies (112 in 43.3) lost to Pakistan (113/0 in 20.5) by ten wickets in Mir-

pur.
Australia (260/6 in 50) lost to India (261/5 in 47.4) by five wickets in Ahmadabad.
New Zealand (221/8 in 50) beat South Africa (172 in 43.2) by 49 runs in Mirpur.
England (228/6 in 50) lost to Sri Lanka (231/0 in 39.3) by ten wickets in Colombo.

Semi finals:
New Zealand (217 in 48.5) lost to Sri Lanka (220/5 in 47.5) by five wickets in 

Colombo.
India (260/9 in 50) beat Pakistan (231 in 49.5) by 29 runs in Mohali.

 
Final: India v Sri Lanka in Mumbai

The first wicket goes for Sri Lanka....,. Sri Lankan opener Upul Tharanga looks back as his edge to slips is taken by Indian fielder Virender Sehwag (L) off Zaheer Khan bowling in the World Cup Cricket 
Final at Mumbai.  The score was 17 and Tharanga had made 2 runs.  AFP

The first wicket falls for Sri Lanka...

by Julian Guyer

MUMBAI, India, April 2, (AFP) - Reigning cham-
pions Australia may not have made it through to the 
World Cup final but their failure has been good news 
for one Australian — umpire Simon Taufel.

The repeated success of his compatriots in win-
ning three straight World Cup titles, in 1999, 2003 
and 2007 denied the 40-year-old Taufel the chance 
to stand in a final even though he has been regarded 
as the world’s best umpire.

That status was officially recognised by his being 
named the International Cricket Council’s Umpire 
of the Year every year from 2004 to 2008. 

“The Australian team’s success in the World Cup 
over a long period of time has been to the detriment 
of Simon Taufel who has never been able to officiate 
in a World Cup Final,” said Cricket Australia chief 
executive James Sutherland.

“It’s fantastic to see him get this opportunity.”
Taufel was once a promising seam bowler in 

junior cricket in his native New South Wales and 
played alongside the likes of future Australia Test 
batsman Michael Slater.

But a back injury cut short his career and he 
decided to take up umpiring, making his first-class 
debut at the exceptionally early age of 24.

Just four years later he was standing in his first 
one-day international and 2003 saw him officiating 
at his first World Cup.

Taufel, who radiates calm in the middle, quickly 
won the respect of the world’s top players for the 
accuracy of his decision-making.

He rarely makes an obvious mistake of the kind 
the television Decision Review System was created 
to over-turn.

His skill was evident during India’s 29-run semi-
final win over Pakistan in Mohali on Wednesday 
when he gave a couple of lbw decisions in favour of 
Pakistan left-arm quick Wahab Riaz.

India reviewed both decisions but replays found 
Taufel had been right on both occasions.

Australia failure gives 
Taufel final shot

World Cup final unsung heroes

ICC World Cup 2011 results at a glance
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