
Britain on fire

Riots and acts of lawlessness paralysed Britain for 
over four days, dealing a major blow to its image 
worldwide. Organised gangs of youth went on the 
rampage in many cities, burning properties and cars 
and looting shops.
In the wake of the riots, British Prime Minister David 
Cameron says police have legal backing to use ‘any 
tactics’ necessary, including using baton rounds. A 
countrywide survey showed huge support for the 
use of live ammunition to quell the protests.
David Cameron has promised the British govern-
ment will not allow ‘phony human rights’ concerns 
to stand in the way of tracking down suspects from 
riots in London and other parts of the country.
In a statement, the Prime Minister spoke of “major 
police operations” underway to arrest “criminals” who 
were not picked up by police on previous nights of 
rioting, but who had been captured on closed-circuit 
television cameras.
“Picture by picture these criminals are being identi-
fied and arrested and we will not let any phony 
concerns about human rights get in the way of the 
publication of these pictures and the arrest of these 
individuals,” he insisted.
British Prime Minister Cameron is also looking into 
the possibility of banning people from using social 
media if they are suspected of using the tools for 
plotting criminal activities.
“We are working with the police, the intelligence 
services and industry to look at whether it would 
be right to stop people communicating via these 
Web sites and services when we know they are plot-
ting violence, disorder and criminality,” said Cameron 
on Thursday.
“We will not allow a culture of fear to exist on our 
streets,” Cameron said in a speech posted on his 
Web site. “And we will do whatever it takes to restore 
law and order and to rebuild our communities.”
Police chiefs have defended their handling of 
this week’s riots despite criticism from the prime 
minister.
Association of Chief Police Officers president Sir 
Hugh Orde rejected suggestions that the restoration 
of calm was due to political intervention.
Acting Met Police Commissioner Tim Godwin said 
comments were being made by people “who weren’t 
there”.
David Cameron said police did make mistakes over 
numbers and tactics - but also praised the bravery of 
officers.
Godwin denied police had been too “timid” in their 
initial response to the riots on Saturday - but he said 
that “if police officers had the benefit of hindsight 
as foresight we would obviously do things slightly 
differently”.

Fire rips through a retail store in Manchester city centre in north-west England Damage to a fashion retail store in Manchester City Centre Policemen wait on standby to quell violence in south London

Youth steal electrical goods from a store in Birmingham, central EnglandBritish riot police arrive in front of a burning building in Croydon, South London

Riot police tackle a mob after a number of cars are set alight in Hackney, north London Youngsters look at the charred remains of the Reeves furniture store (Background) in Croydon

The charred remains of a bus pictured in Croydon, south of London

A section of the 
charred remains 
of the Reeves 
furniture store

Fire crews try 
to extinguish a 
burning 140 year 
old furniture 
store

Jagath
New Stamp


