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LTTE rump is gearing 
for another sinister 
operation to further 

mislead the international 
community. They are pre-
paring loads of concocted 
stories to fool the interna-
tional community and capi-
talise on the US-led Resolu-
tion against Sri Lanka at 
the next UNHRC Sessions 
due in a few months time.

Ex-LTTE cadres who 
have managed to migrate to 
countries in the West, mis-
leading those Govern-
ments, are spearheading 
the campaign.

 Though Sri Lanka’s 
police and the Security 
Forces managed to uncover 
mysteries surrounding cer-
tain deaths, for which the 
Tiger sympathisers have 
put the blame on the Gov-
ernment, a section of the 
Tamil Diaspora continues 
to project a gloomy picture 
– that Sri Lanka is not a 
safe place for Tamils to 
live. Such campaigns have 
also been used by Tamils 
living in the West to obtain 
visas and get down their 
relatives to those countries. 

But it is the duty of the 
ambassadors of those coun-
tries based in Colombo to 
feed the true ground situa-
tion in Sri Lanka.

Thanks to the untiring 
efforts of the valiant Secu-
rity Forces, people in Sri 
Lanka could now live in 
any part of the country and 
travel anywhere without 
fear, intimidation or terror-
ist threats. Irrespective of 
their ethnic or religious 
belongings, all Sri Lankans 
could now live peacefully in 
any part of the country 
they wish and indulge in 
their day to day activities 
without fear.

There is no discrimina-
tion to any Sri Lankan, 
based on their ethnicity. 

Minority Tamils and 
Muslims have equal privi-
leges just as Sinhalese. 
People in Sri Lanka do not 
feel any such discrimina-
tion based on either their 
race or religion. But it is 
the LTTE sympathisers in 
the West who project such 
nonsense.

Similarly, people in the 
North and the East are not 
worried about obtaining 
land or police powers.

 They are only worried 
about their future, for 
which the Government has 
already implemented a 
praiseworthy plan.

It is some of the expatri-
ate Tamils, who don’t know 
the true ground situation in 
Sri Lanka or actual needs 
of the Tamils living in Sri 
Lanka who demand police 
and land powers. Oppor-
tunist Tamil politicians in 
the North who market their 
ethnicity for political sur-
vival also demand such 
powers so that they could 
thrive.

These politicians did not 
utter a word when hapless 
Tamil civilians in the North 
and the East were at the 
receiving end due to bar-
baric terror acts of the 
LTTE. When the LTTE ter-
rorists forcibly held Tamil 
civilians as a human shield, 
the TNA did not voice 
against those cruel acts 
against mankind.

The TNA parliamentari-
ans at that time apparently 
acted like mere puppets. 
They were remote-con-
trolled by Prabhakaran 

from his Wanni hideouts. 
Whenever the LTTE want-
ed, the TNA parliamentari-
ans were summoned to 
Kilinochchi jungles and 
were given orders by the 
Tiger top brass. Tamil poli-
ticians never discussed 
actual problems of the 
Tamil community with the 
LTTE leaders. Instead, 
they returned to Colombo 
with the ‘orders’ given by 
Prabhakaran and Thamil-
selvan.

TNA who is now making 
a big hue and cry over Tam-
ils seems to have forgotten 
how they acted then. Sam-
pathan and his men seem to 
have woken up altogether 
and its only now that they 
feel the grievances of the 
Tamils.

In contrast, the Govern-
ment always felt and under-
stood the pulse of all its 
communities. That is why 
President Mahinda Raj-
apaksa was so determined 
to liberate over half a mil-
lion Tamils forcibly held by 
LTTE terrorists. 

He is the only politician 
who had the guts to beat all 
overwhelming odds to lib-
erate people in the North 
and the East from the 
clutches of the LTTE ter-
ror.

He not only gave that 
much needed political lead-
ership to liberate those 
hapless civilians but also 
made sure that they are 
resettled in double quick 
time with a secured future. 

 The Government 
embarked on an ambitious 
program to develop infra-
structure facilities in the 
North and the East, there-

by opening new horizons 
of the people living in 
these two provinces.

It was due to those untir-
ing efforts that the North-
ern and the Eastern prov-
inces are showing the high-
est development ratio 
ahead of all other provinces 
in the country. While the 
overall economic growth 
was between 7 to 8 per-
cent, the growth rate in 
these two provinces are 
high as much as 20-22 per-
cent. 

Why can’t the interna-
tional community see these 
positive developments 
with open arms?

They only talk about a 
few incidents that are pro-
jected by the LTTE rump 
and try to frame war crimes 
allegations. Perhaps, some 
of the countries in the 
West must be thinking that 
liberating over a half a mil-
lion people from the jaws 
of LTTE terror is a war 
crime. 

The very same people 
are apparently of the view 
that numerous terror acts 
committed by the LTTE 
were the legitimate rights 
of a terrorist outfit.

We would like to refresh 
the memories of some of 
those controversial politi-
cians in the West on terror 
acts committed by the 
LTTE during this part of 
the year in previous years.

The LTTE, which 
claimed themselves as the 
sole representatives of the 
Tamils, deprived all other 
Tamil leaders of indulging 
in any politics or social 
work. 

They even eliminated 

their rival separatist 
groups, though they 
claimed that all are fight-
ing for a similar cause. On 
June 19, 1990 LTTE mas-
terminded a grenade attack 
at Kodambakam, Chennai 
to eliminate top EPRLF 
members and Tamil lead-
ers. 

Among those who per-
ished were Jaffna district 
MP V.K. Yogasangari, lead-
er of the EPRLF K. Path-
manabha and former 
Finance Minister of North 
Eastern Provincial Coun-
cil, P. Kirubakaran.

On June 21 of successive 
years – 1986 and 1987, 
LTTE terrorists stormed 
into two villages in Trin-
comalee and Polonnaruwa 
to brutally assassinate 
many innocent civilians, 
including children.

 One June 21, 1986, a 
group of armed LTTE ter-
rorists stormed Wilgamwe-
hera hamlet in Trincomalee 
district and butchered nine 
civilians including chil-
dren.

The terrorists used 
sharp weapons to kill and 
maim the innocent civil-
ians in order give maxi-
mum horror to the victims 
and the onlookers. The ter-
ror stricken civilians start-
ed vacating the ancient vil-
lages they lived for genera-
tions and started moving 
towards south.

On the exact day in the 
month of June 21 in the 
following year, LTTE ter-
rorists, armed with small 
arms, raided the ancient 
Sinhalse hamlet of Godapo-
tha in Polonnaruwa, killing 
eight villagers. 

But the terrorist failed to 
attain the intended target 
of a greater massacre as 
the civilians used to sleep 
in the jungle hideouts at 
night due to the terrorist 
threats.

It is still fresh in our 
minds how the LTTE 
exploded a massive bomb 
at one of the most highly 
secured military establish-
ments in Colombo. 

It was on June 21, 1991 
that 21 people were killed 
and more than 175 others 
sustained injuries when an 
LTTE suicide bomber 
drove a truck, laden with 
explosives, into the Joint 
Operations Command 
Office at the Flower Road 
in Colombo 7.

Sri Lanka has embarked 
on its own reconciliation 
process and the interna-
tional community should 
help us to implement our 
own home-grown solutions 
to local problems. 

Unfortunately, it’s the 
countries who did not 
make any tangible contri-
bution during Sri Lanka’s 
humanitarian operation 
that are extremely worried 
about the reconciliation 
process here and try to 
advise.

While the friendly coun-
tries which made an 
immense contribution for 
Sri Lanka to crush terror-
ism are patiently awaiting 
and allowing us to make 
our own progress in recon-
ciliation, it is the countries 
which turned a Nelsonian 
eye during the battle 
against terror that have 
come forward to as self-
appointed advisors and 
arbitrators.

Sri Lanka has already 
declared that a task force 
overlooking the implemen-
tation of the reconciliation 
commission is making 
progress and has short-list-
ed 33 of its recommenda-
tions to be implemented at 
national level.

Secretary to the Presi-
dent Lalith Weeratunga, 
who heads the task force, 
has said that out of the 135 
main recommendations of 
the Lessons Learnt and 
Reconciliation Commis-
sion (LLRC), 33 proposals 
need to be implemented at 
national level. 

He said the task force 
had met as many as five 
times and its progress 
would be made public by 
the end of the month.

Hence, the West should 
not be unduly perturbed 
on the cause of action that 
Sri Lanka would be taking.

 The leaders of Sri Lanka 
have a greater feeling for 
its people, be it in the 
North or South, than the 
Western politicians. Presi-
dent Rajapaksa is con-
cerned about the well-
being of people in the 
North and the East than 
any other politician in the 
world. 

All what we ask from the 
West is to keep away from 
meddling with internal 
affairs of a sovereign state, 
allowing Sri Lanka to han-
dle its own problems.

Thanks to Security Forces, Sri Lankans 
could now live in peace

Sri Lanka Navy intercepted a multi-day fishing trawler 
bound for Australia in the seas off Arugambay. The 
trawler, manned by a 04-member Sinhalese crew, had 47 
Sri Lankan Tamils and two Indian nationals on board. The 
overloaded vessel was detected by SLN’s Offshore Patrol 
Veasel “Samudura” in the choppy seas, was stocked with 
food items and stacked with personal effects of the pas-
sengers.

Kataragama Esala  festival
begins on July 19

by M. Nelson Piyaratne, Kataragama Group Cor.

The Kataragama Esala committee meeting was held 
recently at the Daya Gamage Hall, Kirivehera under the 
patronage of the Incumbent of the Kirivehera Ven. Dr. 
Aluthwewe Soratha Thera.

The Basnayake Nilame and Uva Chief Minister Shasin-
dra Kumara Rajapaksa, Moneragala District Secretary A. 
Pathinadan, Kataragama Divisional Secretary T.B.M. 
Atapattu and officials of government institutions and 
voluntary services also participated.

The Kataragama Esala festival will begin on July 19 and  
conclude on August 1 followed by the water-cutting  cere-
mony on August 2.The fire-walking ceremony will be held 
on July 29. A coordinated bus service will be operated from 
Matara and Bandarawela to Kataragama during the festival.

The Water Board will provid pipe-borne water and  plas-
tic water tanks will be installed in the sacred city.

The sacred city and  the town will be illuminated with 
flood lights.

There will be fumigation programs to protect pilgrims 
from mosquito related diseases.  First-aid centres by several 
voluntary organisations will be set up during the festival.  
The Lahugala DS will provide Hindu devotees all basic 
facilities such as  water and  sanitation facilities until they 
reach Panama during the  Pada Yatra.

When they reach the Yala jungle, the Army will provide 
them water and medical facilities till they reach the Kata-
ragama sacred city.

More amenities for
Kataragama pilgrims

by M. Nelson Piyaratne, Kataragama Group Cor.

People from different walks of life from the  North and the 
East pay homage to God Katargama in their  Pada Yatra 
pilgrimage.  Among them  are those from he  learned profes-
sions too.  They were vegetarians said Uva Chief Minister 
and Kataragama Basnayake Nilame, Shasindra Kumara 
Rajapaksa at the Esala festival committee meeting at Daya 
Gamage Hall, Kirivehera to discuss the organising of the 
forthcoming Esala Festival 2012.

The meeting was held under the patronage of Moneraga-
la District Secretary A. Pathinadan who is also in-charge of 
Esala festival camp.

The Chief Minister said that more than 50,000 foot pil-
grims (Pada Yatra) are expected this time who trudge their 
weary way to the sacred city and the officials have to ensure 
their basic facilities such as drinking water, health and 
safety. Ven. Dr. Aluthwewa Sortha Thera, Incumbent of the 
Kirivehera and Chancellor, Uva-Wellassa University said 
that the theme of the Esala festival should be “Appreciate 
the humanity” which is very important.
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