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Universal Music India has 
chosen Sri Lanka’s Hip Hop and 
R&B artist Ashanthi’s new single, 
“Let’s give peace a chance” as the 
official song of the De PaixYatra, 
a Motorcycle journey from India 
to England that seeks to hon-
our the unsung heroes of eight 

nations  who have devoted their 
lives to bring about change. This 
is the first time that a Sri Lankan 
artiste has been selected to sing 
the title song of such a world-
wide album. 

The initiative has been launched 
to promote world peace and will 

be flagged off on August 11 in 
Mumbai.

Universal Music will release 
Ashanthi’s “Let’s Give Peace A 
Chance” as an exclusive digital sin-
gle which will be available for on 
line and mobile downloads.

The single will be followed by a 

compilation album featuring  songs 
of ‘peace’ that will be an accompa-
niment to the De PaixYatra project 
going forward.

The journey will cover eight 
nations across 56 cities to spread 
the message of peace and unity.
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Ashanthi’s new single for De PaixYatra 

President’s 
      Diary

President Mahinda  Rajapaksa visits the Tissamaharamaya Chaitiya.

President Rajapaksa arrives at the Rangiri Dambullu Vihara to take part in religious activities.

President Rajapaksa arrives in Kandy to view the Dalada Perahera.

President Rajapaksa presented mementos to those who con-
tributed to the Dalada Perahera. Here the President’s Chief of 
Staff Gamini Senarath receives a memento from the President.

 President Rajapaksa addresses the Kurunegala District Development Committee meeting.       Pix: Sudath Silva

President Rajapaksa lights the oil lamp to open the dansala for  Kata-
ragama pilgrims at Ambalantota.                                                                         

Indian Coast Guard free
eleven Lankan fishermen

Eleven fishermen who were 
arrested by the Indian Coast 
Guard officers in Andhra Pradesh 
have been released, a spokesman 
for the Fisheries Ministry said.

They will be handed over 
tomorrow to the Sri Lankan Navy 

with their vessels in the Kankesan-
thurai seas by the Indian Coast 
Guard officers, the spokesman 
said. 

Five fishermen who left the 
Trincomalee fisheries harbour on 
May 13 in the ‘Kavisha Duwa 2’ 
deep sea fishing vessel were arrest-
ed by Indian Coast Guard officers 
in Andhra Pradesh on May 22. 

Another vessel with six fisher-

men left the shore on May 12 in 
the deep sea fishing vessel Nata-
sha Duwa was also arrested by 
the Indian Coast Guard officers 
in Andhra Pradesh on May 15, 
according to Fisheries Ministry 
sources.  The Fisheries Ministry 
said that following the release of 
these fishermen there won’t be any 
Sri Lankan fishermen detained by  
Indian Coast Guard officers.

The fishermen released were 
fined Rs. 925,000 by Andhra 
Pradesh courts, the spokesman 
said. 

Their release was sequel to 
the mediation of Fisheries and 
Aquatic Resources Development 
Minister Rajitha Senaratne, who 
warned Sri Lankan fishermen to 
refrain from fishing in the territo-
ries of other countries.

The Government has shown 
its commitment not only for the 
continuity but also the expan-
sion and sustenance of SriLankan 
Airlines and Mihin Airlines, in 
achieving its national objectives 
as it earmarks the development 
of the tourism industry and the 
creation of a regional hub in Sri 
Lanka in its vision for future 
prosperity, Chairman SriLankan 
Airlines Nishantha Wickremas-
inghe said. 

Addressing media personnel 
in Negombo last week, the SriL-
ankan Airlines Chairman said 
SriLankan and Mihin operate 
amidst many challenges with the 
goal to be the best in Asia.

He said with the five-year 
business plan initiated and 
implemented by SriLankan and 
Mihin with re-capitalisation by 
the Government with equity of 
US$ 500 million over a five-year 
period, they will be in a position 
to enhance their profitability and 
strengthen the net assets in the 
near future.

Wickremasinghe said the five-

year business plan developed by 
the company and validated by 
international aviation consultants 
identifies the fleet expansion 
and modernisation program as a 
key requirement of the airline to 
maintain a competitive advantage 
in the market. 

Accordingly, the Government 
has offered to provide guarantees 
to enable the company to obtain 
a syndicate facility, a borrowing 
facility of US$ 175 million from 
Mashreq Bank of the United Arab 
Emirates, he said.

In line with the Government 
decision to re-capitalise the com-

pany, the Government issued pri-
vate Treasury Bonds to the value 
of US$ 125 million to the com-
pany as equity fund  ng planning. 

He said SriLankan has already 
commenced a fleet modernisation 
program which will be completed 
hopefully by the end of this year. 
Accordingly, all front seats will 
be flat based while all other seats 
are also being refurbished. New 
entertainment systems have also 
been installed.

“This is something we did 
not have three years ago. We did 
all this upto now with our own 
money”, he said.

SriLankan, Mihin aim to be best in Asia
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