
President’s 
      Diary

President Mahinda Rajapaksa pays homage to the Vishva Shanthi Buddha statue which is being taken around the world to foster peace.

President Rajapaksa presented Nestle Lanka PLC 
a token of appreciation for the support extended 
towards making the Kandy Esala Perahera a success. 
Here Assistant Vice President - Corporate Affairs 
and Communications Nestle Lanka PLC Bandula 
Egodage receives a memento from the President.

Indian Bharatha Janatha Party Leader Subramanian Swamy calls on President Rajapaksa.
The President is being introduced to the Thotalanga Aruna Sports Club by Sports 
Minister Mahindananda Aluthgamage at the National Elle Championship finals.

President Rajapaksa the Chief Guest at the CSN National Elle Championship finals at 
Sugathadasa Stadium on Friday plays a shot amidst onlookers.

Q: As an Attorney-at-Law, how do you 
look at the rising tide of crimes, specially 
murder and rape. What are your recommen-
dations to contain this social menace?

A: The control of crimes cannot be done by 
introducing  strict laws. First of all, we have to 
educate the people as to what a crime is?  They 
should be educated on law from pre-school. 
Then only the people will understand that the 
law is above everything. We must convince  
the people that law is above all of us and 
everyone is equal before it. 

The media has also a vital role to play in 
curbing the present wave of crimes. If the 
media reports about a crime in a manner to 
project the criminal as a hero or twist it as 
an adventure, the vulnerable youth, may get 
attracted to it. 

Therefore the media has a very important 
role to play when reporting such crimes. I 
believe the media should not create an image 
of the criminal hated by the society. Very 
often the film industry creates heroes out of 
criminals. The children who don’t get proper 
parental attention can be misled by it. 

Proper and constant parental attention is 
vital. I believe that is the most important 
aspect in curbing crimes. There is also an 
important role to be played by the temples and 
other religious institutions. 

They have to set an example. The schools 
should also set an example. The elders are also 
responsible. 

The Government alone will not be able to 
achieve the expectations of “Mahinda Chin-
tana” Way Forward. If you read “Mahinda 
Chintana” Way Forward, it underscores not 
only physical development. 

The Government is committed to safeguard 
cultural and moral values and enhance spiri-
tual values among the children. However, it 
would be difficult to realise these goals with-
out the positive and effective contribution 
of the parents, teachers and elders. Stringent 
laws alone cannot curtail the wave of crimes.

Q: There are allegations that the election 
law is repeatedly violated. Would you like to 
comment on this?

A: As a politician I must say there are cer-
tain laws that are not practical. I have been 
elected in an election. But I have never been 
involved in any crimes and there is not even 
a single complaint against me on the violation 
of election law.   Under the current electoral 
system, you need publicity. Pasting posters is 
the cheapest way of getting publicity in this 
country. 

If we want to refrain from pasting posters, 
then we have to advertise through the televi-

sion or the radio. But who will bear the cost? 
So we have to be practical. Canvassing is the 
other thing. How can you simply visit each 
and every house in a district? If it was under 
the previous First Past the Post System, you 
can confine to a particular electorate. 

That would have been fine. It is not pos-
sible under the present PR system. So it is 
up to the Elections Department to propose 
amendments to election law. If you try to fol-
low things that are not practical, laws will be 
breached at any moment. No one will contest 
to loose but everyone wants to win. 

I believe it not acceptable to resort to vio-
lence or distribute various things to influence 
the people during an election campaign. 

It’s an attempt to buy over the people and 
give a value to a vote. The vote is invaluable. 
It should be protected. Here what happen is 
in certain areas, a vote can be bought for two 
kilograms of rice. 

That practice must be stopped. Again it 
is up to the people to decide. If there is vio-
lence, strict action should be taken. We have 
to think seriously as to how the  promotional 
campaigns can be changed. Every candidate 
should be given an equal opportunity to mar-
ket and promote himself. That would enable 
the voters to elect the best possible candidates 
who fit the job.

Q: You had a colourful career as an Attor-
ney-at-Law, State Mortgage and Investment 
Bank Chairman and now the Deputy Speak-
er of Parliament. Would you like to narrate 
any unforgettable events at the three sta-
tions?

A: There are so many.  As politicians, we 
have to expect fame today and its opposite 
tomorrow. One day you may be popular and 
the following day you may become extremely 
unpopular. 

You have to be seasoned enough to face any 
circumstances. At the same time, you have 
to see that you have done the correct thing 
according to your conscience. 

What I will not forget in my life is my career 
at the Attorney General’s Department and 
how I was trained to do the correct thing by 
my seniors. 

I learnt a very good lesson there. As a 
private practitioner, I have done my best to 
protect my clients’ rights and the prestige of 
my profession. Even as the SMIB Chairman, 
I believe I have done the best that I could do. 
Even here as the Deputy Speaker, I hope I 
would be able to deliver my best while keep-
ing my conscience clear. That is all what will 
remain with us the day we retire or the day we 
are not among the living. 

UPFA to enforce... Continued from page 4

WASHINGTON, Aug 11 (AFP) - Two long-
time supporters of a Pennsylvania animal shelter 
have successfully bid $100,000 for four tickets 
to a Madonna concert in Philadelphia later this 
month.

Main Line Animal Rescue, in a statement 
Thursday, said the bid from Nick Adams and 
Dee Silvers at its annual fund-raising auction 
“is believed to be the highest paid for concert 
tickets.”

The proceeds will go towards rehabilitating 
breeding dogs rescued from puppy farms in 

Pennsylvania. The non-profit is well-known for 
campaigning against puppy farm abuse.

“To me Madonna has always symbolized free-
dom and strength,” Silvers said. “But when I 
think of puppy mill dogs, I think of confine-
ment, and dogs weak from over-breeding and 
lack of veterinary care.”

Madonna kicks off the North American leg 
of her world tour in Philadelphia on August 28. 
She is currently in Russia where she has stirred 
controversy with her support for gay rights and 
the all-girl punk band Pussy Riot.

Animal lovers pony up $100,000
for Madonna tickets
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