
 

The Civil Aviation Ministry has decided to 
upgrade the Palaviya airport in the Puttalam 
district, which belongs to the Sri Lanka Air 
Force, as a domestic airport under a ministry 
project to develop domestic airports.

Following a recent inspection tour to the 
airport, Civil Aviation Minister Priyankara 
Jayaratne instructed officials of the Airport and 
Aviation Services (Sri Lanka) Limited and Civil 
Aviation Authority to extend the present 1,000 
metre runway of the airport to 1,500 metres to 
enable small aircraft to land. 

This would provide an opportunity to tour-

ists to come to Puttalam by small aircraft and 
easily visit areas such as the  Kalpitiya Islands 
tourist zone, Wilpattu National Park and other 
key tourist attractions, a Civil Aviation Minis-
try spokesman told the Sunday Observer. 

The Minister has also given instructions 
to shift the runway as the Puttalam cement 
factory chimney has become a hindrance to 
it. The construction work on the airport will 
commence this year with funds allocated 
through the 2012 Budget to develop domestic 
airports. 

The Minister has also issued guidelines to the 
Ministry Secretary to appoint a technical com-
mittee so that the estimated cost of the project 
will be decided following the committee report.

Domestic airport for Palaviya
by Uditha Kumarasinghe

The Allaikulam reservoir in the Mahaveli 
C zone will be developed on a special direc-
tive of President Mahinda Rajapaksa. Rs. 69.8 
million has also been allocated to build a three-
storeyed building for the Muttur Pradeshiya 
Sabha, SLFP Coordinator for Muttur Division 
M.H. Haja Mohideen said.

He said millions of rupees have been allocat-
ed for the Trincomalee district under the Dey-

ata Kirula program by the Economic Develop-
ment Ministry to improve infrastructure and  
implement livelihood development projects.

The development projects implemented by 
the Government is sufficient to ascertain the 
victory of the UPFA at the forthcoming Eastern 
Provincial Council election, Mohideen said.

The people in the district should use the Pro-
vincial Council election to pay their gratitude 
to President Rajapaksa, he said. The Govern-
ment has allocated sufficient funds to improve 
the education and health sectors. 

Millions of rupees for Trinco development
by Mohammed Naalir

President’s 
      Diary

President Mahinda Rajapaksa opens the Bogoda bridge on the Thanthirimale – Settikulam Road.
President Rajapaksa pays tribute to the Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi and Ruwanweli Maha Seya.

President Rajapaksa and First Lady Shiranthi Rajapaksa welcome 
the King and Queen of Swaziland.                        Pic: Sudath Silva 

President Rajapaksa addresses the Vavuniya District Development 
Committee meeting.

President Rajapaksa arrives for the Colours award ceremony of the Gamunu Regiment. 
                                                                                                                 Pic: Chandana Perera

President Rajapaksa launches the Thanthirimale drinking water project and museum. 
                                                                                                        Pic: Nalin Hewapathirana 
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