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Miss Sri Lanka & 
Mr Sri Lanka 2012

Surenujan Sukumar

Chanaka MasillamanyPraveen Navekodi James Uruthirakumar

Malik WijesingheShanaka CasiechettyGobikrishna 
Rajendra 

Mohan 
Wickremasooriya

Kushan SrinathArunraj Surendran

Ashroff UvaisJake Senaratne

Sudesh Gamage

Shiromi Baptist

Achala Aluthewage

Chaturika Ariyawansa

Lakmini SenadheeraDilhara Weerasinghe

Poojani Wakiragala Glorya Noel

Ann Bernard

Saumya Hettiarachchi

1. Gobikrishna Rajendra 12,738
2. Kushan Srinath 12,668
3.  Chanaka Masillamany 12,144
4. Surenujan Sukumar 10,359
5. Mohan Wickramasooriya   10,130
6. Shanaka Casiechetty 6,347
7. Jake Seneviratne 6,000
8. Anuraj Surendran 3,980

Vote Count
Mr Sri Lanka 2012 Miss Sri Lanka  2012

1. Glorya Noel 10,250

2. Shiromi Baptist 8,930

3. Anne Bernard 8,540

4. Chaturika Ariyawansa       6,500

5. Achala Aluthewage 6,430

6. Poojani Wakiragala 4,520

7. Dilhara Weerasinghe 3,400

A comet discovered by two Russian 
astronomers will be visible from Earth 
next year.  

At the moment it is a faint object, 
visible only in sophisticated tele-
scopes as a point of light moving 

slowly against the background stars.
It doesn't seem much - a frozen 

chunk of rock and ice - one of many 
moving in the depths of space. But this 
one is being tracked with eager antici-
pation by astronomers from around 
the world, and in a year everyone could 
know its name.

Comet Ison could draw millions out 
into the dark to witness what could 
be the brightest comet seen in many 
generations - brighter even than the full 
Moon.

It was found as a blur on an elec-
tronic image of the night sky taken 
through a telescope at the Kislovodsk 
Observatory in Russia as part of a proj-
ect to survey the sky looking for comets 
and asteroids - chunks of rock and ice 
that litter space. Astronomers Vitali 
Nevski and Artyom Novichonok were 
expecting to use the International Sci-
entific Optical Network's (Ison) 40cm 
telescope on the night of September 20 
but clouds halted their plans.

It was a frustrating night but about 
half an hour prior to the beginning of 
morning twilight, they noticed the sky 
was clearing and got the telescope and 
camera up and running to obtain some 
survey images in the constellations of 
Gemini and Cancer.

When the images were obtained 
Nevski loaded them into a computer 
program designed to detect asteroids 
and comets moving between images. 
He noticed a rather bright object with 
unusually slow movement, which he 
thought could only mean it was situ-
ated way beyond the orbit of Jupiter. 
But he couldn't tell if the object was a 
comet, so Novichonok booked time on 
a larger telescope to take another look. 
Less than a day later the new images 
revealed that Nevski and Novichonok 
had discovered a comet, which was 
named Comet Ison. A database search 
showed it has been seen in images 
taken by other telescopes earlier that 
year and in late 2011. These observa-
tions allowed its orbit to be calculated, 
and when astronomers did that they let 
out a collective “wow.”

Comet Ison has taken millions of 
years to reach us travelling from the 

so-called Oort cloud - a reservoir of 
trillions and trillions of chunks of rock 
and ice, leftovers from the birth of the 
planets. It reaches out more than a 
light-year - a quarter of the way to the 
nearest star. In the Oort cloud the Sun 
is but a distant point of light whose 
feeble gravity is just enough to hold 
onto the cloud. 

Every once in a while a tiny tug of 
gravity, perhaps from a nearby star or 
wandering object, disturbs the cloud 
sending some of its comets out into 
interstellar space to be lost forever and a 
few are scattered sunward. Comet Ison 
is making its first, and perhaps only 
visit to us. Its life has been cold, frozen 
hard and unchanging, but it is moving 
closer to the Sun, and getting warmer.

Ison's surface is very dark - darker 
than asphalt - pockmarked and dusty 
with ice beneath the surface. It's a small 
body, a few tens of miles across, with a 
tiny pull of gravity. If you stood upon it 
you could leap 20 miles into space tak-
ing over a week to come down again, 
watching as the comet rotated beneath 
you. You could walk to the equator, 
kneel down and gather up handfuls 
of comet material to make snowballs, 
throw them in a direction against the 
comet's spin and watch them hang 
motionless in front of you. But it will 
not remain quiet on Comet Ison for the 
Sun's heat will bring it to life.

By the end of summer it will become 
visible in small telescopes and binocu-
lars. By October it will pass close to 
Mars and things will begin to stir. The 
surface will shift as the ice responds to 
the thermal shock, cracks will appear 
in the crust, tiny puffs of gas will rise 
from it as it is warmed. The comet's tail 
is forming.

Slowly at first but with increasing 
vigour, as it passes the orbit of Earth, 
the gas and dust geysers will gather 
force. The space around the comet 
becomes brilliant as the ice below 
the surface turns into gas and erupts, 
reflecting the light of the Sun. Now Ison 
is surrounded by a cloud of gas called 
the coma, hundreds of thousands of 
miles from side to side.

The comet's rotation curves these 
jets into space as they trail into spirals 
behind it. As they move out the gas 
trails are stopped and blown backwards 
by the Solar Wind.

By late November it will be visible to 
the unaided eye just after dark in the 
same direction as the setting Sun. Its 
tail could stretch like a searchlight into 
the sky above the horizon. Then it will 
swing rapidly around the Sun, passing 
within two million miles of it, far closer 
than any planet ever does, to emerge 
visible in the evening sky heading 
northward towards the pole star. 

It could be an “unaided eye” object 
for months. When it is close in its 
approach to the Sun it could become 
intensely brilliant but at that stage it 
would be difficult and dangerous to see 
without special instrumentation as it 
would be only a degree from the sun.

Remarkably Ison might not be the 
only spectacular comet visible next year.

As Comet Ison heads back to deep 
space in 2014 the sky above it would 
begin to clear as the dust and gas gey-
sers loose their energy. Returning to the 
place where the Sun is a distant point 
of light, Comet Ison may never return. 
Its tail points outward now as the solar 
wind is at its back, and it fades and the 
comet falls quiet once more, this time 
forever.                      - The Independent
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