
A massive cosmic explosion 
in deep space sent out a pulse of 
high-energy radiation that hit the 
Earth between the years 774AD and 
775AD when the emperor Char-
lemagne ruled much of Western 
Europe, scientists have found.

The radiation pulse was probably 
the most intense cosmic event to 
have affected the Earth in the past 
3,000 years and it left an indelible 
imprint in ancient cedar trees dating 
to that time, they said.

Last year, scientists discovered 
that tree rings from Japanese cedars 
had much higher levels of radioac-
tive carbon 14 than normal for the 
years 774AD-775AD, suggesting 
that something dramatic must have 
happened in the global atmosphere to 
trigger the rise of radioactive carbon.

One suggestion was an intense 
solar flare from the Sun, but this was 
soon discounted as implausible. 

Now Professor Ralph Neuhauser 
of the University of Jena in Germany 
has suggested that the cosmic radia-
tion came from a massive collision 
either between two black holes or two 
massive stars located between 3,000 
and 12,000 light years away, within 
our own Milky Way galaxy Professor 

Neuhauser said that the cosmic colli-
sion caused a “gamma-ray burst” - a 
flash on intense radiation and one of 
the most energetic phenomena in the 
Universe. 

Astronomers have seen them in 
other galaxies, but never in the Milky 
Way.

“Over the past 3,000 years this was 
the most energetic event to have hit 
the Earth,” Professor Neuhasuer said. 
Even so, it is not likely to have been 
noticed by anyone at the time because 

the burst lasted less than two seconds, 
would not have left a visible impres-
sion in the sky and was not close 
enough to cause species extinctions.

“If the gamma ray burst had been 
much closer to the Earth, it would 
have caused significant harm to the 
biosphere. But even thousands of 
light years away, a similar event today 
could cause havoc with the sensitive 
electronics that advanced societies 
have come to depend on,” Professor 
Neuhauser said.
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Name:   Tammy Roberts
Province:   Northern
Age:   24
Occupation:   Overseas Marketing Executive for   
  South East Asia and Model
Hobbies:   Promoting home plantations

Environmental 
Advocacy:  Encourage use of bio-degradable   
  products for better environment

Name:   Gobikrishna Rajendra
Province:   Northern
Age:   25
Occupation:   Cabin crew member
Hobbies:   Modelling and travelling
Ambition:   To be an outstanding youth
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Miss Sri Lanka & 
Mr Sri Lanka 2012

Achala 
Aluthewage

1. Kushan Srinath 16,588
2. Chanaka Masillamany 16,484
3. Gobikrishna Rajendra 16,443
4. Surenujan Sukumar 13,252
5. Mohan Wickramasooriya   12,795
6. Jake Senaratne   7,663
7. Shanaka Casiechetty  7,488
8. Anuraj Surendran 5,923

Vote Count
Mr Sri Lanka 2012 Miss Sri Lanka  2012

1. Shiromi Baptist 12,798

2. Glorya Noel 12,591

3. Anne Bernard 12,235

4. Achala Aluthewage   8,963

5. Chaturika Ariyawansa       8,290

6. Poojani Wakiragala 6,123

7. Dilhara Weerasinghe 4,999 Chanaka 
Masillamany
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