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Eclips Miss Sri Lanka and Mr. Sri Lanka
Vote for the Sunday Observer Most Popular Contestant

Meet the � nalists

Shiromi Baptist Chaturika 
Ariyawansa

Lakmini 
Senadheera

Dilhara 
Weerasinghe

Poojani 
Wakiragala

Glorya Noel

Anne Bernard

Saumya 
Hettiarachchi

Achala 
Aluthewage

1. Kushan Srinath 18,072
2. Chanaka Masillamany 17,812
3. Gobikrishna Rajendra 17,513
4. Surenujan Sukumar 14,017
5. Mohan Wickramasooriya   13,411
6. Jake Senaratne   8,197
7. Shanaka Casiechetty  7,873
8. Anuraj Surendran  6,207

Vote Count
Mr Sri Lanka 2012 Miss Sri Lanka  2012

1. Anne Bernard 15,311

2. Shiromi Baptist 15,208

3. Glorya Noel 14,977

4. Achala Aluthewage 10,129

5. Chaturika Ariyawansa       9,124

6. Poojani Wakiragala 6,703

7. Dilhara Weerasinghe 6,395

Name:   Poojani Wakirigala
Province:   Central
Age:   28
Occupation:   Nursing Offi cer
Title:   Winner Miss Hill Country
Environmental 
Advocacy:   To further implement legislation 
  to protect forests from human invaders.

Name:   Jake Senaratne

Province:   Central

Age:   20

Occupation:   Student in Refrigeration 

  Engineering

Title:   Winner Mr. Hill Country

Ambition:   To be a star in many ways!

Why are people with a par-
ticular kind of face trusted in 
insecure times?

 Why the long face? Well, 
because people trust them, par-
ticularly in troubled times, says 
research suggesting long-faced 
people are seen as natural lead-
ers.

Homing in on facial cues that 
suggest tallness, as long faces do, 
is thought to have evolved from 
ancestral times when survival 
depended on choosing the right 
leader. 

“Our results suggest we turn 
towards the most dominant-
looking people for leadership, 
especially when we are faced 
with a threat,” says the psycholo-
gist Daniel Re of the University 
of St Andrews, who led the 
study.

Height has long been associ-
ated with success. In the last 
century, the taller of the two 
candidates won most US presi-
dential elections.

In the research, reported in 
the journal Evolutionary Psy-
chology, volunteers were pre-
sented with pictures on a screen 
of the faces of men and women 
whose features could be manip-
ulated to make them appear 
taller or more masculine. 

They were then told to use 
the computer to transform the 
picture to resemble someone they 
would like to lead their country 
in peacetime and war.

When looking for a peacetime 
leader the apparent length was 
increased by 6 percent in men's 
faces and stayed the same for 
women. But for war, the appar-
ent length was increased by 34.9 
percent in female faces and 45.8 
percent in male ones.

Of course the assumptions 
made about the leadership quali-
ties of people with long faces can 
be wide of the mark. 

While Tony Blair, Britain's 
longest-serving post-war prime 
minister stands 6ft in his socks, 
he has a face that makes him 
seem short. And then there is the 
anomaly of Nicolas Sarkozy, who 

has a long face, but is rather short 
at 5ft 5in.

The researchers said conclu-
sions were harder to reach with 
female politicians, as hairstyles 
can make the face look rounder. 
Margaret Thatcher had a slightly 
rounder face (short-looking) but 
was actually 5'6” in her prime. 
Among other prominent women, 
the Duchess of Cambridge is an 
example of someone who has a 
rounder face but is actually 5'8”, 
around the average male height. 

“These results could be trou-
bling for political scientists,” say 
the researchers. 

“They suggest that leadership 
choices are affected by face cues 
irrelevant to political expertise.”

- The Independent
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