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Eclips Miss Sri Lanka and Mr. Sri Lanka
Vote for the Sunday Observer Most Popular Contestant

Meet the � nalists
Shiromi Baptist Chaturika 

Ariyawansa

Lakmini 
Senadheera

Dilhara 
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Wakiragala
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1. Gobikrishna Rajendra 19,974
2. Kushan Srinath 19,701
3. Chanaka Masillamany 18,987
4. Surenujan Sukumar 15,017
5. Mohan Wickramasooriya   14,102
6. Jake Senaratne  8,912
7. Shanaka Casiechetty  7,997
8. Anuraj Surendran 6,514

Vote Count
Mr Sri Lanka 2012 Miss Sri Lanka  2012

1. Shiromi Baptist 17,281

2. Anne Bernard 16,998

3. Glorya Noel 15,873

4. Chaturika Ariyawansa       10,374

5. Achala Aluthewage 10,299

6. Poojani Wakiragala 6,892

7. Dilhara Weerasinghe 4,523

Name:    Suranga Jayakody

Province:   Central

Age:  20

Occupation:   Aero Nautical Engineering

Hobbies:   Fitness training and cricket

Ambition:   To further advance technology in the  

  construction of airplanes.

Name:   Neelaka Karunarathne

Province:    Southern

Age:  20

Occupation:  Fund Administrator

Hobbies:   Camping and Hiking

Ambition:   To be a successful media pre 

  senter and marketer

Footage reveals complex geol-
ogy and extraordinary temperature 
extremes of planet. Scientists have 
taken the first colour images of the 
entire surface of the planet Mer-
cury to reveal a mysterious world 
of complex geology and extraordi-
nary temperature extremes.

The image is a composite of 
thousands of pictures taken from 
cameras with eight light filters on 
board NASA’s Messenger space 
probe, which has been orbiting the 
innermost planet of the Solar Sys-
tem for the past two years.

Although the colours are 
enhanced with the aid of the light 
filters, they represent true differ-
ences in structure and composition 
of the rocks on the surface of Mer-
cury, said David Blewitt, a plan-
etary scientist at the Johns Hopkins 
University in Baltimore.

“Messenger has revealed Mer-
cury to be a really fascinating, 
dynamic and complex world,” Dr 
Blewitt told the American Associa-
tion for the Advancement of Sci-
ence meeting in Boston.

“The colours represent real dif-
ferences in the composition of the 
rocks on the surface. The orange 
areas represent volcanic plains and 
the areas of deep blue are reflec-
tions of blue light, but we’re not 
really sure what’s causing that,”   he 
said.

Mercury is the nearest planet to 
the Sun where temperatures can 
fluctuate from  minus 200C to 450C 
- the largest temperature variation 
on any planet. At the poles there are 

craters where sunlight never pen-
etrates and water ice has collected, 
whereas at lower latitudes the heat 
is enough to vapourise rock miner-
als, Dr Blewitt said.“Mercury is a 
planetary oddball. It is the smallest 

planet yet has the highest density. 
It is the only planet in a spin-orbit 
resonance, making exactly three 
turns on its axis for every two revo-
lutions about the Sun,” he told the 
meeting.

“Although its appearance is 
superficially similar to that of the 
Moon, Messenger has demonstrated 
that Mercury is radically different 
from the Moon in all characteristics 
that have been measured,” he said.

The planet as a much bigger 
iron core for its size than any other 
rocky planet, including Earth, and 
its surface has surprisingly high lev-
els of sulphur and potassium. Some 
of its craters are also pock-marked 
by mysterious depressions or “hol-
lows” that have puzzled scientists 
because they are not seen on the 
crater-scarred surface of the Moon.

“The presence of sulphur com-
pounds in surface rocks may be 
responsible for the formation of 
hollows, strange sublimation-like 
features that have no counterpart 
on the Moon but resemble a type of 
terrain found on the south polar ice 
cap of Mars,” Dr Blewitt said.

The only previous images of 
Mercury have been taken either by 
telescopes or the Mariner 10 space 
probe which made three  planetary 
fly-bys in the mid 1970s. 

More than 30 years later, Mes-
sengers became the first and only 
probe to enter orbit around the 
planet and take a full 360-degree 
observation of its landscape.

 
-The Independent  

Extraordinary video shows 
Mercury in full colour
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The finale of 
the Eclips Miss 
Sri Lanka and 
Mr. Sri Lanka 
will now be 
held on March 
10th. Watch 
out for more 
details next 
week
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