
Kilinochchi district in the Northern 
Province is the most affected district 
due to the 30-year-old war on terrorism 
in this country.  LTTE's central com-
mand was in the heart of Kilinochchi 
district, popularly called Wishwamadu. 
The people of this district suffered the 
most. During the 30-year-war on terror-
ism the people had to shift from place to 
place on the orders of the LTTE.

The LTTE manipulated its strategy by 
using the innocent people of Kilinoch-
chi district as a human shield. Therefore 
the people were forced to move from 
place to place and set up small huts 
and live in unhygienic conditions, even 
worse than the gypsies. 

When the war on terrorism ended 
on May 18, 2009 these innocent people 
of Kilinochchi district along with their 
brothers and sisters from the entire 
Northern Province had to move to the 
army controlled area to save themselves 
from the brutalities of the LTTE. In spite 
of LTTE shooting many of them, the 
people still risked their lives and came 
over to the army controlled area with 
their kith and kin. The army with the 
help of the government departments 
set up temporary sheds in Vavuniya 
for them to live. They were given three 
meals with tea and their welfare was 
looked after in an excellent manner.

Thereafter, the army spearheaded 
the demining process with the help of 
INGOs and other government insti-
tutions. Now, according to the army 
sources 95 percent of landmines and 
pressure mines are removed. In this 
humanitarian effort a few soldiers and 
some social workers had to sacrifice 
their lives.  Today, many of the displaced 
persons are rehabilitated and they are 
resettled in their original home towns. 
The Army with the help of government 
funding have repaired some of their 
houses which were damaged.

After completing the resettlement 
process in a satisfactory manner the 
army has turned its attention to find a 
solution to their livelihood problem. 
They have used their influence to get 
bank loans to the people at a conces-
sionary interest rate to start self employ-
ment. In addition, the farming com-
munity has been given two wheel and 
four wheel tractors on a concessionary 
hire purchase scheme. The fishing com-
munity has been given boats and fishing 
nets to restart their livelihood activities.  
Last week we mentioned that the army 
had recruited 100 young women to the 
women's regiment. This week I wish to 
tell the story of how the Civil Defence 
Department is helping the majority of 
the Kilinochchi people living under the 
poverty line.  The commander of the 
Wisvamadu Civil Defence Department 
headquarters Lt. Col. W.W. Ratnapriya is 

continuing the good example set by the 
army by helping the people of Kilino-
chchi and giving them employment, 
training and rehabilitation. Most of the 
persons employed by the Wisvamadu 
Civil Defence Department headquarters 
are ex-LTTE cadres, some of them were 
front-line fighters of the LTTE. The 
Civil Defence Department headquarters 
has employed 3,500 persons as farm 
workers, teachers and to work as Civil 
Defence personnel.

Lt. Col. Ratnapriya, had given one 
thousand men and women jobs in civil 
security activities. In addition to this he 
had set up 12 farms in the Kilinochchi 
district and they are growing pulses, 

maize and groundnut. Around 2,500 
people are employed in these farms. 
A majority of the farm workers are 
women. Very soon some parts of the 
farms will turn to paddy fields. Lt. Col. 
Ratnapriya said.

He had set up a day care centre to 
look after the working women's young 
children. Some of the Civil Defence 
personnel are appointed as babysitters. 
He has also opened 250 Montessori 
schools in the district and given new 
appointments to 430 Montessori teach-
ers. Unlike other Montessori teachers 
they are paid a salary of Rs.23,000 per 
month. Lt. Col. Ratnapriya, last week 
distributed one thousand motorcycles 

and 750 bicycles to the Civil Defence 
department employees on a concession-
ary hire purchase scheme. 

He told this writer that he had imple-
mented this hire purchase scheme 
because the public transport facilities in 
the interior areas of Kilinochchi district 
are very poor. 

There are only 10 CTB buses plying 
in the interior roads of the large Kilino-
chchi district. Therefore, a motorcycle 
or bicycle will help them report for work 
on time. 

Wisvamadu camp also has its own 
Tamil classical dance troop and a music 
group. Whenever any important social 
events in the Northern Province takes 
place Wisvamadu dance troop and the 
music group entertain the crowd.

Lt. Col. Ratnapriya, said that Wis-
vamadu Civil defence department 
headquarters had made these achieve-
ments in a very short period due to the 
assistance guidance and whole hearted 
support extended to him by his boss the 
Director General of the Civil Defence 
department Rear Admiral Ananda 
Pieris.

Ven. Vanavasi Rahula Thera has 
donated to the Wisvamadu Civil 
Defence department headquarters one 
million rupees worth of books to be 
distributed to the schools in the district. 
The Thera also donated Rs.50,000 to set 
up a preschool at Jayapuram. He said 
that Jayapuram preschool and another 
preschool at Mallavi will be opened by 
MP Namal Rajapaksa MP of the Ham-
bantota district today.

Constant persuasion and prosecu-
tion of pedestrians by traffic Police on 
road rules have brought the desired 
results; and fatal road accidents have 
been on the decline judging by the 
statistics of previous years. However, 
unruly road behaviour by pedestrians 
are hard to contain. Pedestrians using 
mobile phones on the roads are in dan-
ger of not being alert to the traffic and 
their surroundings.

In the Western province every traffic 
cop has to educate at least two pedes-
trians each day on the proper use of 
the road when either walking or cross-
ing the road, Deputy Inspector General 
of Police (Traffic) Amarasiri Senaratne 
told the Sunday Observer.

The Road Safety Committee meets 
every month to evaluate road rules in 
all 44 Police divisions in the country. 
It is represented by the CTB, private 
bus transporters, school van drivers, 
the Road Development Authority, 
the Telecom, Electricity Board, Water 
Board and local councils. Accidents 
that occurred during that particular 
month were evaluated and reasons for 
the cause ascertained and prevention 
methods discussed.

The top traffic cop said pedestrians 
should make it a point to raise a hand 
when using a zebra crossing to alert the 
drivers. A pedestrian should use the 
zebra crossing if one is less than fifty 
metres from a zebra crossing and if the 
rule is broken the pedestrian would be 
summoned to a class to educate him/
her on the  road rules to be followed. 

Anyone failing to attend the class con-
ducted each week would be charged 
before a Magistrate and is liable to heavy 
fines, Senaratne said.

He said that it was a common sight to 
see parents accompanying young chil-
dren and making the latter walk on 
the road side while the parents walked 
on the pavement. People running to 
catch a moving bus, jumping over secu-
rity fences, crossing the road at zebra 
crossing without heeding the red light 
warning, young men getting attracted 

to young girls in revealing clothes and 
forgetting that they are in the middle of 
a busy road could lead to fatal accidents.

The country has 3,000 traffic police-
men and in the city alone there are 450, 
of which at least 300 are on duty each 
day. Since the death toll of pedestri-
ans outnumber motorists, the IGP was 
determined to contain fatal traffic acci-
dents involving pedestrians. To begin 
with the Police wants to see at least a 
20 percent reduction in fatal accidents 
involving pedestrians.

Last year 2,425 fatal traffic accidents 
were reported and Police are deter-
mined to reduce it at least by one hun-
dred this year. These fatal accidents 
are attributed to pedestrian indiscipline, 
indiscipline of drivers and passengers.

In the Western province, the highest 
number of fatal accidents were reported 
last year from Gampaha, Kelaniya and 
Nugegoda Police divisions and Traffic 
Police hopes traffic fatalities could be 
lowered by strictly adhering to road 
rules. 
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Civil Defence Department program, 
helps poor in Kilinochchi

Commander of the Wiswamadu Civil Defence Department headquarters, Lt. Col. W. W. Ratnapriya presents a motor cycle to                    
a pre-school teacher

Lt. Col  W. W. Ratnapriya with a Bharata Natyam dance troupe
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