
An artwork attributed to Leonardo 
da Vinci has been found in a Swiss 
bank vault.

The painting depicts Isabella d'Este, 
a Renaissance noblewoman. A pencil 
sketch of Isabella d'Este, closely resem-

bling the finished painting, was drawn 
by da Vinci in 1499 and is currently 
hanging in the Louvre Museum in 
Paris.The 500-year mystery over the 
painting's existence was solved last 
week after it was found in a private col-

lection of 400 works. The Italian family 
who kept the hoard of artworks asked 
not to be identified, according to the 
Telegraph.

Tests on the oil portrait suggest it 
is indeed a da Vinci painting. Carbon 
dating showed there is a 95 percent 
chance it was produced between 1460 
and 1650, but further analysis is needed 
to ensure that certain parts of the paint-
ing were not completed by one of the 
artist's pupils.

Carlo Pedretti, a da Vinci expert 
from the University of California, told 
the Corriere della Sera newspaper that 
he was convinced of its authenticity.

“There are no doubts that the por-
trait is the work of Leonardo,” he said. 
“I can immediately recognise da Vinci's 
handiwork, particularly in the wom-
an’s face.” There had been debate over 
whether da Vinci had developed his 
sketch of Isabella d'Este into a painting. 
He had begun work on “The Battle of 
Anghiari” shortly after the sketch so it 
was believed he had lost interest in it 
and given it up.         - The Independent
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Soul Sounds to compete in 
Asia Paci� c Choir Games

The time has come for the staging 
of the Asia Pacific Choir Games which 
will be held in Manado, Indonesia from 
October 14 to 19. The Choir Games, 
a competition for choirs in the Asia 
Pacific Region is the third competition 
since its inception in 2007 when the first 
competition was held in Jakarta. This 
was the start of a new series of INTER-
KULTUR on a continental basis. 

The second Asian Choir Games was 
held in 2009 hosted in Gyeongnam 
Province of South Korea. This year in 
October INTERKULTUR is co-operat-
ing with the Provincial Government of 
North Sulawesi, supported by the Min-
istry of Tourism and Creative Economy 
of the Republic of Indonesia.

The Soul Sounds Academy Choir 
will be the only choir representing Sri 
Lanka and we were fortunate in meet-
ing Soundarie David, the Director of the 
Academy, who despite a heavy schedule, 
took time off to have a conversation 
with us.

Question: How significant is a com-
petition in the Asia Pacific region in 
comparison to an European one?

Answer: “I think it is a great oppor-
tunity for the next generation of sing-
ers following the steps of Soul Sounds. 
Many of the young singers were among 
the finalists at the Llangollen Inter-
national Musical in Wales 2010. This 
competition is not an opportunity to 
explore standards and compete on an 
international platform. It is a learning 
experience to listen to other choirs and 
learn from them.”

Q: Competition no doubt will be 
intense and challenging, what is the 
average age of the choir members and 
what categories have you chosen for 
their performances?

A: The ages of the young choir mem-
bers range from 14 to 25 and we have 
a mix of girls and boys. The choir will 
be competing in two categories. The 
Popular Music Category and the Scenic 
Folklore category. The enthusiasm of 
the members is encouraging. They have 
been working very hard and just the 
experience of working towards a com-
petition, I feel, makes them stronger in 
terms of the vocal blend, technique and 
quality and this has given them greater 
self-confidence and enhanced their per-
sonality.

Q: Quite naturally you will be the 
pianist for the choir. Are you aug-
menting the music section?

A: Yes, with Christopher Prins on 
drums. Of course I cannot leave out 
our artistic director. Jerome L. de Silva 
who has always helped us with stage 
presence and choreography. The Soul 
Sounds Academy Choir will be the only 
choir representing Sri Lanka at the Asia 
Pacific Games this year.

Q: How confident are you that the 
choir will turn up trumps this year?

A: I'm sure they will. They have dis-
played a lot of dedication and have 
rehearsed almost daily for this big day. 
They need to win!

The Soul Sounds Academy Choir, 
which is the intermediate Choir of the 
well-known internationally acclaimed 
Soul Sounds was the first choir to place 
Sri Lanka on the map of International 
Choral Music. 

The Academy Choir is led and direct-
ed by Soundarie David Rodrigo, who 
is the music director of Sri Lanka's 
premier female ensemble. The artistic 
director is the well-known theatre per-
sonality Jerome L. de Silva. 

The choir has been in existence for 
almost a decade, and now since its 
inception the choir has not only grown 
in numbers but also as individuals with 
an incredible passion for music. The 
Academy currently consists of over 150 
members with a diverse age range of 
5-26 years. Apart from their numerous 
performances at home, the choir has 
received exposure and experience on 
international platforms such as Inter-

national Indian Film Awards (IIFA) in 
Colombo. 

The choir competed in the Senior 
Children's category at the Llangollen 
International Musical Eisteddfod com-
petition in Wales in July 2010 where 
they were named the Most Colourful 
performance in terms of style in Music.

The Asia Pacific Choir Games com-
petition is divided into three individual 
competitions – Local Open Compe-
tition, Indonesian Open Competition 
and Champions Competition.

Participation is the highest honour.
Therefore, any non-professional choir 
may participate in the Indonesian Open 
Competition, regardless of their present 
artistic level of achievement and the 
country they come from. The special 
thing about this competition is that 
choirs competing in the Local Open 
Competition can qualify for the Cham-
pions Competition by being awarded a 
Golden Diploma. 

The evaluation of all performances 
will be the same according to the Musi-
ca Mundi Evaluation System.

  Soul Sounds

Lost Leonardo da Vinci painting 
found in Swiss bank vault

Amaraneeya 
Rukmani

A musical event titled Amaraneeya 
Rukmani will be held at the Public 
Library auditorium, Colombo 7 on 
October 31 at 6 p.m. to mark the 35th 
death anniversary of Rukmani Devi. 
Sriyani Dissanayake will sing some of 
the songs sung by Rukmani Devi.

Upon the morn when spirits depart,
Among the rocks and streams and
purple hills.
When uncertain October woods bare
the bough,
And the sun overhangs in yonder
moors
Thou leadeth thy flock to pastures
green;
With dewdrops upon thy wondrous
face.
Why then? Tell me why?
My shepherd, art thou alone.
In this wicked weary world of stress;
But I am there right behind thee;
Tho’ I am only one in thy flock
Trekking upon thy gentle steps to
eternity.

Wild beats my heart to follow thee
among the scattered grass thou tread
upon.
Art thou the cross that I bear within?
When day is done upon the setting
sun.
I still see thy wondrous silhouette
From such a distance afar.
The soaring lark; the perching dove,
The lonely sparrow; they all are free 
but me
When thou invades my heart;
All I wish is to die inside ....
How good is good, tell me gentle
shepherd
How bad is bad, tell me not, my 
‘Lord'.
                                                     - Princess

� e gentle shepherd

Rukmani Devi Sriyani

Sunday, October 13
3 Pauls Concert – Bauddha Mandira Hall, Moratuwa
Gananath Dasanayake and his band – Sky Lounge, Kingsbury
Oriental Trio – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia
Coda – Colombo Hilton
Aubrey Deiman - Kingsbury
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11.00 a.m.
Norma'n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11.00 a.m.
Rhapsody – Cinnamon Lakeside
DJ Kapila – Library
DJ Arcadia - Sky, Kingsbury
Flame in Concert – Bishop's College Auditorium
Oktoberfest – Havelock Gardens
Monday, October 14
DJ Kapila – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8.00 p.m.
Rebels – 7 North – 7.00 p.m.
Perfect Combination – Colombo Hilton
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte
Gavin Senn Trio – Kingsbury
Oktoberfest 2013 – Bavarian Restaurant
Tuesday, October 15
Burn – R+B Disco
Kogomotso Nathi – Hilton – 8.00 p.m.
Trivia – Cinnamon Lakeside
DJ Kapila – Library
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury
Wednesday, October 16
Mirage – Margarita Blue, Galadari
Kogomotso Nathi – Colombo Hilton
Warren Rozette – Colombo Hilton
Shaman Ranaweera – 7 Degrees North,
Misty – R B Disco
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs
DJ Kapila – Library
Replay – Colombo Courtyard
Trio – Mt. Lavinia Hotel Lobby
Marlon Amarasekera – Kingsbury
Thursday, October 17
Kismet – Galadari Hotel
Gavin Senn Trio – Kingsbury
Shaman – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia Hotel
DJ Roshan – R B Disco
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs
Mirage – Margarita Blue, Galadari Hotel
Kogomotso  Nathi – Colombo Hilton
Quest – Cinnamon Lakeside
Soul – 7 Degrees North
Police Legends 2013 – Galadari Hotel
Friday, October 18
Kismet – Galadari Hotel
Thank You For The Music – Lionel Wendt
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel
Mirage – Margarita Blue, Galadari Hotel
Kogomotso Nathi and Burn – Colombo Hilton
DJ Kapila – Library
Warren Rozette – Cinnamon Lakeside
Soul – 7 Degrees North
Battery – R B Disco
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury
Saturday, October 19
Brides of Sri Lanka – Cinnamon Grand
Audio Squad – R+B Disco
Mirage – Margarita Blue, Galadari Hotel
Collective Colours – Colombo Hilton
Cold Sweat – Cinnamon Lakeside
Deezone – Library
Soul – 7 Degrees North
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs.
Marlon Amarasekera – Kingsbury
                                E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk

Happenings

The painting depicts Isabella d'Este, a Renaissance noblewoman

� e 16th AGM of the Sri Lanka Food Processing Association

SLFPA Past President with present President, Sunanda Weerasinghe

The President Hamilton Diaz with the new President 
Sunanda Weerasinghe

Nishan and Hamilton Ivan and Sarath AlahakoonThilini and Sandya

Dhammika singing with band ShaThe Vice President Malik de Alwis giving the vote of thanks Sandya and Manjula

Sanjaya and Mervin

Rohantha
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