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Montage

It's not often that you come across a 
duo-husband and wife team - who 
have held the spotlight in our West-

ern music industry for a considerable 
period of time. Singers Yohan and 
Honorine, however, are fortunate that 
despite all odds they have triumphed 
through with success. In fact watching 
them perform Dan Hill's ‘Sometimes 
When We Touch’ on a concert stage 
recently made you come to the conclu-
sion that the song may well be their sig-
nature tune. Yohan's  rich voice ideally 
suited for emotional ballads and his wife 
Honorine's elastic and attractive voice 

have over the years elegantly mixed 
and earned themselves a top slot in the 
music hit parade. 

With 25 years of exciting music suc-
cess behind them Yohan and Honorine 
will celebrate this 25 years of success 
with a scintillating concert that will be 
a reality on the auspicious first day of 
December. 

They started their music careers sepa-
rately and an unscheduled meeting at 
the Kotte church brought them together 
for life.

Question: Twenty-five years is a 
long time in our music history and 
this concert is quite naturally going 
to be significant. What have you 
planned for the audience Yohan?

Answer: The concert which will be 
held at the Bishop's College Auditori-
um on December 1 will feature Hono-
rine and me singing the songs we were 

recognised for and also some special 
songs that hitherto were not performed 
by artistes. We don't want to give out 
too many details, that would rob us 
of giving a surprise to the audience! 
Our nine-piece band Black Velvet will 
provide the music backing. Black Vel-
vet if you remember won the Observer 
Golden Clef Award for the Most Prom-
ising Band in 1991. The band has come 
a long way since then and today the 
band comprises Ayesh Jayawardena 
– bass guitar/vocals, Dylan Biyanwila 
– drums/vocals, Udara Jayakody – key-
boards/vocals and Vasantha Fernando 
– guitar/vocals.

The other participating artistes will 
be our two daughters Samantha and 
Melissa, Sohan, Shyami, Yasmin and 
Marcia and of course we are happy that 
Donald Pieris and his band Mirage will 
be guest artistes as well.

Yohan and Honorine with voices that 
blend in harmony have been entertain-
ing audiences of all ages for the past 25 
years. 

They were exciting and familiar 
artistes not only performing regularly 
at star hotels in Colombo as well on 
concert stages, but also on concert 
stages in Melbourne, Gold Coast, 
Dubai, Seychelles, South Korea, Mal-
dives, Mangalore and other towns in 
India. Their stop overs abroad read like 
endorsements in a passport.

It was not a hassle to jog Honorine's 
memory about her past music career. “I 
met Yohan when he was singing in the 
choir at the church in Kotte. 

I was in the choir as well and when 
he invited me to join his accoustic band 
with Dion, I readily accepted and that 
was the start of our life together. We 
joined Debbie and the Fireflies and 
performed at the then Ramada (now 
Cinnamon Lakeside) for two years and 
then in 1988 Yohan and I moved over 
to the Taj and performed six days a 
week there”.

Q: What was your repetoire then?
A: We sang most of the chart hits 

which were the rage then. I concen-
trated on hits by ABBA, Irene Cara and 
songs of that nature while Yohan who 
was influenced by the music of Lionel 
Ritchie sang most of the Motown and 
soul ballads.

Q: Now 25 years later what's your 
comment of today's music scene?

A: It's good. There is a remarkable 
change in the style and structure of the 
music. 

The youth are crazy about it and I 
guess to some extent we have to change 
our style and select some of the hits 
that suit our way of singing. We cannot 
ignore it fully, although I must confess 
that in the earlier years it was all a dif-
ferent scene. We still remember those 
songs!

But you can rest assured that at their 
concert on December 1, the mixed rep-
ertoire of songs then and now and the 
scintillating vocal harmony of Yohan 
and Honorine will be memories to be 
treasured for a long long time.

Wearing bedraggled clothes
Gulping down a mug of Kahata
With or without jaggery
In lieu of a meal.
Watching the painful drawing out
Of an asthmatic father
Stretched out on a wretched camp-cot
Ministering to his needs
Book in hand.
Snatching a bit of study here
A bit of study there
In between innumerable chores
The mother hewing away at the granite
At the quarry;
A woman at a man's job
For sheer survival.
Pertinaciously sitting at her lessons
By the dim light of the bottle lamp
With its rag-cloth wick
And its few cents worth of kerosene.
Free education, free government texts
Free uniform material.
But exercise books, pens, shoes?
Begged, borrowed, done without
Putting up with impatience
From teachers, classmates
For lack of stationery
Worse, taunts from mates.
Yet plodding on, the only hope of the family
Of the naked, snutty, big-bellied little ones
She!
Their promise of a future.
Hopeful of the scholarship
That scholarship at university level
For those destitute like her.
That oasis in their desert of poverty.
Parched, famished, sleepless
Dragging on, against innumerable odds
Holding on for that respite-a better life.
For her and for her dear ones
Through this free education
She!
Their only hope
Pressing on!
Towards the distant dawn.
- Jeannette Cabraal

Happenings
Sunday, November 3
Gananath Dasanayake and his band – Sky Lounge, 
Kingsbury – 8.00 p.m.
Oriental Trio – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia – 7.00 p.m.
Coda – Colombo Hilton – 7.00 p.m.
Aubrey Deiman – Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11.00 a.m.
Norma'n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11.00 a.m.
Rhapsody – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7.00 p.m.
DJ Arcadia - Sky, Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury – Poolside – 7.00 p.m.
Monday, November 4
DJ Kapila – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8.00 p.m.
Rebels – 7 degrees North – 7.00 p.m.
Perfect Combination – Colombo Hilton - 7.00 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8.00 p.m.
Gavin Senn Trio – Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Tuesday, November 5
Burn – R+B Disco – 8.00 p.m.
Kogomotso & Nathi – Hilton – 8.00 p.m.
Trivia – 7 degrees North – 7.00 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8.00 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8.00 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Violin Duet – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7.00 p.m.
Wednesday, November 6
Mirage – Margarita Blue, Galadari – 9.00 p.m.
Kogomotso & Nathi – Colombo Hilton – 7.00 p.m.
Warren & Rozette – Colombo Hilton – 8.00 p.m.
Misty – R & B Disco – 8.00 p.m.
Jam Lab - Cinnamon Lakeside – 7.00 p.m.
Shaman and RCC - 7 Degrees North – 7.00 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8.00 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8.00 p.m.
Replay – Colombo Courtyard – 8.00 p.m.
Trio – Mt. Lavinia Hotel Lobby – 7.00 p.m.
Marlon Amarasekera – Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Thursday, November 7
Gavin Senn Trio – Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Shaman – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia Hotel – 7.00 p.m.
DJ Roshan – R & B Disco – 8.00 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8.00 p.m.
Mirage – Margarita Blue, Galadari Hotel – 9.00 p.m.
Kogomotso & Nathi – Colombo Hilton – 7.00 p.m.
Quest – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7.00 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7.00 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7.00 p.m.
Friday, November 8
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7.00 p.m.
Mirage – Margarita Blue, Galadari Hotel – 9.00 p.m.
Kogomotso & Nathi and Burn – 
Colombo Hilton – 7.00 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8.00 p.m.
Warren & Rozette – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7.00 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7.00 p.m.
Battery – R & B Disco – 8.00 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8.00 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7.00 p.m.
Saturday, November 9
Audio Squad – R+B Disco – 8.00 p.m.
Mirage – Margarita Blue, Galadari Hotel – 9.00 p.m.
Collective Colours – Colombo Hilton – 7.00 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7.00 p.m.
Deezone – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8.00 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7.00 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs. - 8.00 p.m.
Marlon Amarasekera – Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury Poolside – 7.00 p.m.

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk
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Honorine and Yohan 

Samantha Melissa

Black Velvet

We need to nurture a forgiving heart  
That never harbours petty grudges  
A compassionate heart - with a considerate,  
Kindly and empathetic feeling of affection.  
A grateful heart that remembers -  
It never expects anything in return  
Think of those who cared and helped us  
We need hearts that are generous, benevolent,  
Noble, righteous, altruistic, and unselfish  
Foster a meek and humble heart  
That is not puffed up or haughty and  
Above all, to nurture a courageous heart!  
To cope ingratitude without bitterness,  
Without resentment, spite and arrogance  
And forgetfulness without complaint.  
We should constantly ask God to give us a heart  
That is pure and always unblemished  
And be ever ready to listen to our conscience,  
It is perceptibly the voice of God within us!  
It is like looking in the mirror in front of me  
And truly like the waters of a spring!  
 
- Christie Fernando

Cultivate a 
compassionate heart  

Unity

The girl-child

Let me go 
 
I have no promises to keep  
I have no obligations to fulfil  
I am only a burden to those who love me  
So let me go peacefully in my sleep  
 
- T.M. Ariyawansa Rodrigo

Many a muckle must hang together,
Ere the little be call'd a feather
Fission wrecks itself and  aught
When fullness is but brought to nought!
What atom fatten'd and singly grew
On earth and splendid water drew?
Folly and craft e'er yearn for portion
No rock e'er stood by grits’ division
Petals, sepals and more combine
For style ne'er lone blew rose divine!
Sundered things no creature please,
They be eternal sorrows’ lease!
- Sydney K. Goonesekera
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