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The LTTE terrorists  commit-
ted most number of explosions, 
devastations and brutal killings 

in the month of November. On the 
pretext of commemorating their dead 
Tiger cadres, the LTTE had gone on 
rampage in November with a series of 
brutal killings and mass-scale bomb 
explosions. 

Understandingly, a dead terrorist 
was a hero to the LTTE. Moreover, it 
had been a morale-booster to the now  
defunct terror outfit to recruit more 
members, including schoolchildren. 
The so-called heroes’ day or the much-
publicised Mahaveer day had always 
been a nightmare for 21 million Sri 
Lankans, without knowing when the 
next LTTE bomb would explode.

Thanks to the supreme sacrifices of 
the Security Forces which vanquished 
the LTTE leadership and its terror, we 
do not have  such worries anymore. 
Nevertheless, the LTTE rump is still 
making desperate attempts to mark the 
so-called Mahaveer day.

The LTTE is a proscribed organisa-
tion and is a banned terrorist outfit in 
the US, Australia and in most Europe-
an countries.  However, the LTTE sym-
pathisers are still using those territo-
ries to carry LTTE related programs. It 
was reported that the LTTE rump has 
held such commemorative functions 
in countries such as the UK, France, 
Germany, Switzerland, Norway, Ger-
many and Canada on last few days.

Vote base

It is well known why certain politi-
cians in some of these countries fan the 
LTTE rump. There is a significant vote 
base of the  Tamil Diaspora in most of 
these countries. Most politicians repre-
senting the Tamil dominated areas in 
these countries heavily depend on the 
vote of LTTE sympathisers for their 
political survival.

As Sri Lanka’s High Commissioner 
for the UK, Dr. Chris Nonis told BBC 
television on Friday, British Prime 
Minister David  Cameron is using Sri 
Lanka as a platform to gain political 
mileage and is playing to the gallery 
in the United Kingdom targeting the 
2015 elections in Britain.

As Dr. Nonis has said, Sri Lanka is 
not under obligation to hold a compre-
hensive survey on how many people 
were killed during the battle against 
terrorism though some members of 
the international community pres-
sured the Government to do so after  
CHOGM. Dr. Nonis said the survey is 
a result of a recommendation made by 
the Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation 
Commission (LLRC) and the Action 
Plan that was  subsequently drafted 
and not due to pressure by any inter-
national party.

Cameron used the public platform 
in Sri Lanka to woo the support of 
Tamils living in the UK, mainly due 
to his domestic  political position as 
he represents a coalition government 
awaiting the 2015 elections, and at the 
same time has to face the significant 
Tamil diaspora in the UK.

LLRC recommendations

“Sri Lanka has nothing to hide and 
is ready to conduct a survey as recom-

mended in the LLRC report. Despite 
sinister campaigns by the interested 
parties in the West, Sri Lanka will 
not bow down to pressure from any 
quarter to hold a survey. The LLRC  
issued the report in 2011, and the 
reconciliation process has been going 
on since then. 

It is part of the LLRC recommenda-
tions and it would be conducted by the 
Grama Niladhariss, the Department of 
Census and Statistics and the Ministry 
of Public Administration,” he said.

The LTTE rump or the interna-
tional community should not worry 
about the impartiality of the survey 
as its being conducted by government 
officials. The masses have tremendous 
faith in it because the survey is inde-
pendent and is conducted  predomi-
nantly by Tamil  teachers.

A fact that most politicians in the 
West have conveniently ignored is that 
Tamils are not only confined to the 
Northern Province.  

More than half of Sri Lanka’s Tamil 
population lives outside the North and 
the East. The Tamil-speaking popula-
tion is the majority in the commer-
cial capital of Colombo. The country’s 
majority – the Sinhalese, are now a 
minority in Colombo city – prob-
ably only such unique example in the 
world. 

Harmony

The majority of the Tamils and Mus-
lims live in the South of Sri Lanka. 
It is only a minority of the Tamil 
population live in the  North and the 
East.  The demography of Sri Lanka 
is also not understood by many. An 
equal proportion of Tamils, Sinhalese 
and Muslims live in perfect peace and 
harmony in Colombo, the complete 

opposite of what the LTTE rump has 
projected in the West.

As Minister Champika Ranawaka 
has said, Cameron has no right what-
soever to address the issue of the Tam-
ils. The British  premier should not 
shed crocodile tears on Tamils in Sri 
Lanka. They are our brothers and sis-
ters and no foreigner could have a 
greater pain on them than our own 
leaders. 

BJP leader Subramanian Swamy has 
urged Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Jaya-
lalithaa to take immediate action on 
the Indian Home Ministry’s communi-
cation to her seeking the State govern-
ment’s assistance on the whereabouts 
of an LTTE operative, a  Catholic 
Christian priest.

In a statement, Dr. Swamy said the 
priest had been named as accused by 
the US Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion (FBI) in a complaint filed before a 
court in the United States for terrorist 
related activities. 

As an LTTE operative in the US 
he had tried to bribe US under-cover 
State Department officials to obtain 
material assistance for the LTTE two 
years ago. “Subsequently, warrant for 
his arrest had been issued and the 
FBI is now on a lookout for him. He 
has since escaped to India. Recently 
he surfaced on a NDTV and CNN 
IBN panel discussions on Sri Lanka. 
Hence it is clear that he is hiding 
somewhere in Tamil Nadu. 

Therefore the Ministry of Home 
Affairs alerted to this LTTE terrorist 
on the run and has sought the help 
of the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
in nabbing him so that he can be 
dispatched to the US to face criminal 
prosecution,” he was quoted as say-
ing. It was good to see Tamil Nadu 
Police thwarting attempts made by 

Sri Lankan refugees to commemorate 
LTTE martyrs at the Chenkalpattu 
refugee camp last Tuesday. A spe-
cial police team stormed the camp 
and demolished the commemorative 
stone and removed all decorations 
put up in yellow and red inside the 
camp premises.

The Special Chenkalpattu Camp, 
which houses around 100 Lank-
an refugees, was also thoroughly 
searched by the special police team, 
which had banned the commemora-
tion. 

The Sri Lankan refugees who 
had made arrangements for the 
commemoration  chanted slogans 
against the Tamil Nadu Police and 
the Government of Chief Minister 
J. Jayalalithaa, for interrupting the 
commemoration ceremony. Police 
officers responding to the Chenk-
alpattu Lankan refugees, said they 
would not be allowed to commemo-
rate LTTE cadres as the outfit is 
proscribed in India, sources said.

This should be an example and an 
eye-opener for all other countries 
in which the LTTE is a proscribed 
terrorist outfit. 

Banning the LTTE for the sake 
of doing so will not do anything 
good in the worldwide attempt to 
eradicate terrorism. Countries such 
as the UK must demonstrate their 
sincerity and transparency in such 
cases.

But the British Government’s con-
duct as a toothless tiger against the 
activities of the LTTE too is under-
standable. 

Cameron seems to be making 
every effort to win the hearts of 
adopted Tamils so that he could 
grab more votes at the elections 
that are due in two years time. Win-
ning the hearts of the LTTE rump 
appears to be more important for 
Cameron than meeting justice to 
Sri Lanka.

Victims of terror 

Most Western countries merely 
talk about the last stages of Sri Lan-
ka’s battle against terrorism. What 
perturbs us is their extraordinary 
interest to single out the final phase 
during which LTTE leader Velupillai 
Prabhakaran and his senior terrorist 
leaders were killed. 

That shows that some Western pol-
iticians are only interested in investi-
gating the deaths of LTTE leaders 
killed in action and not about the 
countless number of civilians who 
had become unfortunate victims of 
the three decades of terror unleashed 
by the LTTE.

If the international community is 
sincerely interested in the human 
rights of 21 million Sri Lankans, they 
should consider the entire period 
of LTTE terror since 1983. Certain 
Western leaders such as Cameron 
and UNHRC chief Navi Pillai seem 
to be interested only in the human 
rights of LTTE terrorists killed in 
action.

On LTTE cadres commit mur-
ders abandon their weapon the West 
treats them as civilians. It is well-
know that some LTTE cadres had 
not been in military attire during 
operations. 

Hence, they have all the chance 
to engage in terror acts and throw 
their weapons after being fired by the 
Security Forces.

Then, the INGO agents and West-
ern mafia runs to them and resurrect 
their image, counting those bodies as 
civilians killed by  Sri Lanka’s Secu-
rity Forces. 

This had been the strategy adopted 
by the LTTE with the help of certain 
countries and INGOs in the West. 
The international community shown 
no longer get mislead by those false 
propaganda campaigns of the LTTE 
rump. 

It is unfortunate that there are so 
many countries, INGOs and interna-
tional watchdogs to make a big hue 
and cry over the  human rights of 
the LTTE terrorists killed in action. 
But how many of them have ever 
voiced on behalf of the human rights 
of thousands of civilians killed by 
the LTTE during its three decades 
of terror?

It is high time to understand the 
Western hypocrisy and their undue 
interest in Sri Lanka’s internal mat-
ters. Sri Lanka is a sovereign nation 
and doesn’t need any arbitrators or 
advisers to pontificate or investigate 
on our internal matters.

 Sri Lanka only needs true friends 
who could sincerely lend a helping 
hand in its ambitious forward march.
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     It is still fresh in people’s minds how LTTE terrorists 
carried out some of the most brutal bomb attacks and 
massacred Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim civilians during 
their three decades of terror.
 

Atrocities by LTTE terrorists
Dec 1 - 7

The freedom enjoyed by one and all today 
was achieved due to the supreme sacrifices 
by the Security Forces, the political 
sagacity of President Mahinda Rajapaksa 
and the military strategies of Defence 
Secretary Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa.

     Dec. 1, 1984: Armed Tiger terrorists shot dead 
11 Sinhalese settlers in Kokilai, Vavuniya. 

     Dec. 1, 2006: A suicide attack by 
the LTTE targeting Defence 
Secretary, Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
near Piththala junction, Dharmapala
Mawatha in Colombo injured seven
army personnel and seven civilians.
Two of the injured army personnel 
subsequently succumbed to 
their injuries. The suicide 
bomber rammed his three-
wheeler into the convoy of 
the Defence Secretary who 
was en route to Temple 
Trees for an official meeting. 
He escaped unhurt. The 
headless body of the suicide 
bomber was recovered from 
the site. At least eight 
vehicles, including that of the 
Defence Secretary, were 
damaged in the attack.

     Dec. 1, 2001: LTTE terrorists killed the abducted the 
Grama Sevaka of Kudumbamalai and a youth at Santhiveli, 
north of Batticaloa.  The two bodies of the deceased were 
found tied to lamp posts with chains on two by-roads leading
to the Batticaloa beach. They had head injuries. 

      Dec. 4, 2005: The Divisional Secretary (AGA) 
of Kattankudy, A.L.M. Faleel was shot dead by 
LTTE  terrorists in Batticaloa.

      Dec. 5, 2007: Sixteen passengers were killed and 
another 23 sustained injuries when their bus was caught 
in an LTTE claymore mine explosion in Abhimanapura, 
Kebithigollewa. The morning explosion took place as 
the crowded SLTB bus from Janakapura was nearing
its final destination. This was the second such attack
in Kebitigollawa after 64 civilians including 12 children
were killed in a similar claymore mine targeting a bus 
on June 15, 2006.

      Dec. 4, 2005: Amnesty International (AI) Director Irene 
Zubaida Khan urged LTTE's political wing head 
S.P. Thamilselvan to put an end to LTTE inspired political 
violence and uphold human rights. She also expressed 
concern over recruitment and training of underaged 
youth by the outfit. Urging the LTTE to abide by the 
Ceasefire Agreement, Khan expressed concerns over the 
killings of civilians by the LTTE in the North and the East.

       Dec. 6, 2005: One officer 
and six soldiers were killed 
when a claymore mine blew
up their tractor in Kopay, Jaffna. 
They were taking breakfast to 
soldiers on guard duty and 
protecting civilians in the area.

      Dec. 7, 2006: Three civilians were killed and 11
schoolchildren and a teacher were injured when 
indiscriminate artillery fire by the LTTE hit Somadevi 
Vidyalaya and a nearby village in Kallaru, Trincomalee. 
The Tiger cadres fired artillery towards Somadevi school 
in Kallaru and later fired another round of artillery shells 
on a house in the Kallaru village killing three civilians 
including a 10-year-old child.

      Dec. 5, 1978: Police constables Kingsley Perera and 
Satchithanadan were shot dead by LTTE terrorists 
who robbed the People's Bank branch at Nallur and 
escaped with over Rs.1 million in cash.

      Dec. 6, 1998: Tiger terrorists
attempted to assassinate Minister of 
Power and Energy and Deputy 
Minister of Defence, Anuruddha 
Ratwatte by firing mortars at 
Oddusudan.

      Dec. 5, 1995: During an attack on  the police camp in       
Batticaloa by a group of three male suicide bombers
driving a truck laden with explosives, at least 
23 police personnel were killed.

      Dec. 3, 2007: Timely intervention  by the Security Forces
prevented another LTTE attempt to assassinate a Tamil 
politician as a bomb weighing 1.5 kg was  recovered on a
tip-off and defused by the Air Force  opposite the residence
               of Tamil National Alliance (TNA)  parliamentarian 
                        M. K. Shivajilingham at the Summit Flats in 
                         Keppitipola Mawatha, Jawatta. The parcel bomb
                             had been placed near  a telephone post
                              exactly opposite the Summit flats.

Opinion

Tiger terror campaign

Most brutal killings 
in November

The scene of the blast site at Pithala junction, Kollupitiya, after the failed suicide attack 
on Defence Ministry Secretary Defence Gotabaya Rajapaksa.

Sri Lanka has nothing to hide and is ready to 
conduct a survey as recommended in the LLRC 
report. Despite sinister campaigns by the inter-

ested parties in the West, Sri Lanka will not 
bow down to pressure from any quarter to hold 
a survey. The LLRC  issued the report in 2011, 

and the reconciliation process has been going on 
since then. It is part of the LLRC recommenda-
tions and it would be conducted by the Grama 

Niladharis, the Department of 
Census and Statistics,  and  the Ministry of 

Public Administration.”

An army unit on patrol in the North during the campaign against Tiger terrorism. (File photo)
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