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“It's strange and unusual that my 
first group when I was young was 
called Reindeer which quite naturally, 
as the legend goes, is associated with 
Christmas and Santa Claus. When the 
years went by in my music career the 
song Bethlehem Pure which I recorded 
became a big hit which gave me a 
feeling of great happiness” said Anil 
Bhareti who has released a CD contain-
ing the Christmas songs that were orig-
inally sung by him and which turned 
out to be seasonal favourites.

Question: What made you decide 
on recording this CD of Christmas 
songs now, which you will agree 
should have been done much earlier?

Answer: I had no particular reason 
as such except that I wanted to do it 
for the love of the music. I thought I 
am the one who originally sang these 
songs and for the sake of posterity, I 
should record the songs so that young 
musicians could popularise the songs 
further, and help build a larger base of 
Sinhala Christmas favourites. 

There are 12 songs on the CD, of 
course the big hit is Bethlehem Pure 
for which the melody was composed 
by Clarence Wijewardene and the 
lyrics were written by the ace lyricist 
Karunaratne Abeysekera. The other 
tracks are Sandaken, Dinaka Perani, 
Nisala Reyaka, Judha Pure, Bethle-
hem Seethale, Bethlehem, Tharukawa 
Payala, Kalakata Pera, Rea Seethale, 
Pulan Wagei and Sili Sili. I sang a lot of 
Christmas songs that were written by 
Catholic priests and the melodies were 

provided by Stanley Pieris, Rookantha 
Goonetilleke and Rohana Weerasinghe.

Q: What about the music arrange-
ments, did you keep to the earlier 
arrangements or did you embellish 
the tunes with new music ideas?

A: I did have new music arrange-
ments and these were handled by 
Channa Athalage, the leader while the 
music backing was by Annesley and the 
Super Chimes and I was responsible for 
the over all production.

Q: You have been in show business 
for about 40 years now, how did you 
launch yourself on this stage?

A: Actually, I hail from a family of 
singers. My brother Nihal and my sister 
Shamini are also singers. My mother 
she had a good singing voice and we 
have inherited her musical talents. We 
used to sing at many variety shows they 
used to have those days and also at 
home for the pleasure of our parents – 
you know how it is, they liked to share 
our talent with others. When I was 15 
years old. I sang with Reindeer, the 
members were my friends but my real 
break came when Chanaka Perera of 
Golden Chimes introduced me to Clar-
ence Wijewardena and I became their 

lead singer and started singing Sinhala 
songs besides the English favourites. 
I was with the Golden Chimes for 
eight years and then launched out on a 
solo career. The songs Tikiri Malli and 
Adawe Me Irundini both songs written 
by Clarence became big hits for me.

Perhaps the most remarkable thing 
about Anil Bhareti is when you are in 
conversation with him he's not outspo-
ken, holds himself back that you have 
to nudge him constantly to get a satis-
fying answer. But on stage he assumes 
a whole new personality and makes an 
impact that leaves the audience asking 
for more. 

A product of Sri Sumangala College, 
Panadura and Prince of Wales Col-
lege he grew up in a home that echoed 
with music, and as Anil said he used to 
listen to the radio and nutured a secret 
wish to sing on radio. He's come a long 
way since singing ‘Highways are Happy 
ways’ with his brother Nihal and sister 
and now has a fan base that enjoys his 
rich and pulsating voice.

Q: What would your comment be 
of today's Sinhala music scene espe-
cially the songs?

A: To me I find the songs that were 
sung in the earlier years were on a dif-
ferent level. In the sense that when a 
song was composed we had to get the 
approval of SLBC for the lyrics and the 
melody. As a result we had to maintain 
a high standard. Today there are new-
comers who are good and we could 
have more quality material if  there 
was a kind of a bar to inspire them to 
success; and be remembered for a long 
long time. However, the youth of  today 
are doing well for themselves. They 
have a lot of new technology to help 
them along which we didn't have and 
I'm sure in the years to come we will be 
amazed at their creativity.”

The rush of hurrying trains that cannot wait,
The swift running waterfalls that will not stop,
The gush of flowing rivers that don't turn back,
The glow of myriad stars which seem so fixed.
The wandering of the wild winds -
South, East, North and West,
The steadfast rocks, firm and unshaken
When ebbing billows against them strike.
The longing for reality of a vanished dream,
The pealing of bells in the temple afar.
They all seem to say -
You are the architect of your own fate.
Toil on, hope and do your best.

- Rupa Wijesinghe

Thank you for everything
Thank you for the breath,
Thank you for the life,
Animals and birds and
Plants and flowers,
The forests and the sea
The sky and the mountains,
Are made for all of us,
A miracle each day sometimes,
A miracle is that breath of life,
No words can express the gratitude,
That comes from the heart
To our god.

- S.R. Vivekananthan

I did come to you both dear
because I thought about you so clear
many angels brought me here
because I am your baby dear
Please look near-see very clear.
My eyes are so blue
because the cloud above me is blue,
My cheeks are rosy
because your loving kiss is noisy,
My pearly ear is also here
because you speak and it came out to hear,
My hands are tender
because your care made my gender,
My forehead is so smooth and high
Because the gentle touch stroked as I came by,
Let us pretend
That we all have wings
and can really, truly fly.
Passing all sort of things
up and up in to the sky...

- SP

Seeing the face of an old woman
I asked the mirror
where is the pretty maid
who looked at you morning, noon and night
- Padmasiri de Silva

On the tamarind
Beside the bank
As the river flows
Early in the day
When morning twilight
Filter on the mud
The twin crows
Send their caws
Like dew to sunrise
Praising a beginning
Heralding a call
Precursors of the day
Urging awake
A village in slumber
Rise up in haste
Praise dutiful twins
Black crows
Begin early
Incessant presence
- Miran Perera
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HelpAge Sri Lanka (HASL) 

will present a charity musical 
show “Legends of Yesteryear” 
with Annesley and Super Chimes 
at the Musaeus College audito-
rium, Colombo 7 on December 
22 at 7 p.m.

HelpAge Sri Lanka a charitable 
organisation was established in 
1986. The musical show is held 
to raise funds to carry out its 
free medical services and also to 
perform cataract surgeries for 
senior citizens free. The HelpAge 
Eye Care Centre, Wellawatta per-
forms 15 cataract surgeries daily. 
The HASL also conducts free 
Mobile Medical Camps through-
out the country.

“Legends of Yesteryear” will 

feature Sri Lanka's top perform-
ers such as Annesley Mala-
wana, Sunil Perera, Dharmaratne 
Brothers, Ronnie Leitch, Mari-
azelle Goonetilleke, Anil Bhareti, 
Tony Hassen, Christopher Paul, 
Priyantha Fernando and Vincent 
De Paul Pieris.

Vijaya Corea will compere 
the show. Annesley and Super 
Chimes will present their old 
hits such as Mango Nanda, Kalu-
mama, Udarata Niliya and Gon 
Wessa. The Dharmaratne Broth-
ers will present their favourites 
such as Sahodarayo Hataradena, 
Wessa Wahinawa and Varsity 
Kollo. Anil Bhareti will sing Rosi 
Mage Rosi and Adave Irudina. 
Sunil Perera of the Gypsies will 
present a number of his old hits.
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