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Ambassador-at-Large, 
Office of Global Criminal Jus-
tice, Stephen J. Rapp is touring 
Sri Lanka at a time the people 
in Buttala   mark the sixth 
death anniversary of 27 civil-
ian bus passengers killed in a 
roadside claymore mine and 
subsequent  indiscriminate fir-
ing by the Tiger terrorists.

Instead of making state-
ments to resurrect the world’s 
most ruthless terrorist outfit, 
the United States must sin-
cerely demonstrate its com-
mitment to eradicate global 
terrorism.

The US is undermining Sri 
Lanka’s post-terrorism recon-
ciliation by strengthening the 
hands of those who had been 
propagating  unsubstantiated 
war crimes allegations against 
Sri Lanka. As Defence Secre-
tary Gotabaya Rajapaksa has 
quite rightly pointed out, the 
US had made common cause 
with them for some strange 
reason at the expense of US-
Sri Lanka relations.

First and foremost, the US 
must address its own account-
ability issues in Iraq, Afghani-
stan and Libya before pointing 
an accusing finger against Sri 
Lanka. We respect the US’s 
thinking that they could go to 
any extent to protect its people 
against terrorism. But at the 
same time, the US should bear 
in mind that each and every 
single sovereign state, irrespec-
tive of their extent, population 
or military capability, has the 
same right to protect them-
selves against terrorism.

Illegal invasion

More than a decade has 
lapsed since the illegal inva-
sion of Iraq by the US and its 
allies. But they have failed to 
explain yet how their intel-
ligence services had come with 
reports of weapons of mass 
destruction, none of which 
was found.

Though the US pontificates 
to us on accountability, they 
are yet to conduct a credible 
investigation into the man-
ner in which  former Libyan 
leader Muammar Gaddafi 
was captured, tortured and 
executed in October, 2011 at 
Sirte. Before preaching to us 
on human rights and account-
ability issues, Rapp must first 
and foremost ask his own US 
Government whether they had 
conducted an investigation 
into the killing of the Libyan 
leader for reasons best known 
to them.

Rapp must peruse detailed 
accounts of the United Nations 
Office for the Coordination of 
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 
during  the final phase of the 
Vanni offensive. The OCHA 
reports give a clear picture of 
measures taken by the Gov-
ernment to  address humani-
tarian issues on the Vanni east 
front. The then US ambas-
sador in Colombo Robert O. 
Blake, too, had been involved 
in the monitoring process and 

Rapp could access all required 
information without any dif-
ficulty from that end.

Double standards

Those who had been blindly 
pushing for an international 
war crimes probe here had 
conveniently forgotten the 
then US Defence  Attaché here 
Lt. Colonel Lawrence Smith’s 
claim in Colombo in June 
2011 that there had never been 
organised surrender by the 
LTTE fighting cadre. It is most 
appropriate for Rapp to obtain 
all those first-hand informa-
tion from Lt. Col. Smith who 
is the best person to brief on 
the situation.

Rapp need not tell the Gov-
ernment and its democrati-
cally elected leaders who had 
received a huge mandate from 
the people,  how to run the 
country or protect its people. 
The President and his Govern-
ment is fully capable of man-
aging local affairs and we don’t 
need any extraneous force to 
meddle in Sri Lanka’s internal 
affairs.

The US should give up its 
double standards without 
being blind to the ground 
situation here. Sri Lanka had 
always cooperated  with the 
US in its fight against ter-
ror and had even gone to the 
extent of handing over a top Al 
Qaeda suspect arrested while 
hiding in Sri Lanka to the US 
Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) in accordance with what 
the US media called extraordi-
nary rendition.

Sri Lanka’s post-war reha-
biliation project to reintegrate 
former LTTE combatants into 
society has come in for criti-
cism from the United States.

The US has faulted Presi-
dent Mahinda Rajapaksa’s 
government for releasing those 
who had fought for the LTTE 
without  prosecuting them.

Apology

As Western Provincial 
Council Minister and Jathika 
Hela Urumaya Deputy Sec-
retary General Udaya Gam-
manpila has said, Rapp should 
tender an unconditional 
apology for the blunder he 
had made by carrying a base-
less allegation on war crimes 
against Sri Lanka posted on 
the official Twitter account of 
the US Embassy. It looks obvi-
ous that Rapp had come to Sri 
Lanka with a  prejudiced mind 
on war crimes.

Rapp is on a timely mis-
sion, preparing the ground for 
human rights violations allega-
tions against Sri Lanka at the 
United  Nations Human Rights 
Council (UNHRC) sessions in 
March - the ultimate motive of 
his visit to Sri Lanka. 

Those who have  studied 
Rapp’s conduct won’t be sur-
prised  by the tweet, as they 
know that he had came to 
make this kind of statements 
here.

But the members of the 
UNHRC should not be misled 

by this type of imprudent dip-
lomatic mission.

It is obvious that the US has 
an ulterior motive to punish 
Sri Lanka using the fig leaf of 
war crimes. Sri Lanka never 
committed  war crimes and all 
those baseless allegations have 
been instigated by the cam-
paigns by the LTTE rump and 
a few Western  politicians who 
have been funded by Tamil 
Diaspora.

Accountability

It is we who know the 
suffering that a 21 million 
population underwent during 
the LTTE’s three decades of 
terror. Neither the  Rapp nor 
any of the Western peace mer-
chants were there to protect us 
when LTTE terrorists indis-
criminately killed thousands 
of people in broad daylight. If 
not for the country’s valiant 
Security Forces, we would still 
have been subjected to those 
untold hardships.

Just because US or UN tells 
us to expedite the accountabil-
ity process, Sri Lanka just can’t 
initiate any process instantly. 
To investigate and punish our 
military officers, there should 
be substantial evidence against 
them. Those who come out 
with wild and baseless allega-
tions against the Security Forc-
es must produce whatever the 
evidence possessed by them to 
prove their  claims. But they 
have failed to do so, proving 
the fact that those are baseless 
and fabricated allegations. No 
action could be taken

without concrete evidence.
The External Affairs Min-

istry must call for an explana-
tion from the US Embassy 
in Colombo in respect of the 
tweet “St  Anthany’s Ground 
- site of Jan 2009 killing of 
hundreds of families by army 
shelling”.

The allegation therein that 
the Sri Lanka Army shelling 
had killed hundreds of families 
at St Anthany’s Ground, Irana-
pallai is completely baseless.

Baseless allegation

According to people who 
live in that area, the LTTE had 
used the ground as a place to 
handover the bodies of their 
cadre who  succumbed to inju-
ries received during fighting. 
If this place was not safe the 
LTTE would never have used 

it for that purpose.  They also 
confirm that there never was 
an incident of shelling on this 
ground when civilians were 
present.

What is the most disturbing 
is to see a baseless allegation of 
this nature being released by 
the US Embassy without any 
credible  verification.

Although the reason for this 
release is best known to them, 
this could be part of a much 
larger campaign that they 
intend  launching in the near 
future. It could also be con-
sidered as an attempt to give 
credence to otherwise baseless 
allegations that  have been 
propagated by some govern-
ments and separatist elements 
with the support of some 
international media  organisa-
tions.

Though some people in the 
West now try to act as babies, 
it’s they who had proposed Sri 
Lanka to go to the very extent 
in the  guise of terrorism.

Fortunately, Sri Lanka has 
not taken their advice. Even 
though the US recommended 
that the Sri Lankan govern-
ment swiftly  acquire cluster 
bombs to target the LTTE, the 
country never felt the need to 
do so.

The US had made the rec-
ommendation in the wake of 
the Oslo arranged Ceasefire 
Agreement (CFA) between 
the then Premier Ranil Wick-
remesinghe and LTTE leader 
Velupillai Prabhakaran. It was 
among a series of recommen-
dations made to the Sri  Lanka 
Army, Sri Lanka Navy and Sri 
Lanka Air Force to strengthen 
their capabilities during the 
CFA.

Although Sri Lanka hadn’t 
been signatory to an interna-
tional convention that prohib-
ited the use of cluster bombs, 
the  government refrained 
from acquiring the capability 
in spite of US recommenda-
tions.

We all know how Bishop of 
Mannar Rev. Rayappu Joseph 
and Bishop of Jaffna Rev. 
Thomas Saundaranayagam 
had conducted  themselves 
during the height of the LTTE 
terror. 

They are a disgrace to the 
Catholic Church which has 
always voiced against the 
indiscriminate killings by the 
LTTE. But the two Bishops, 
especially the Bishop Rayappu 
Joseph, have always made  

statements that would pamper 
LTTE terror.

It is deplorable that Bishop 
of Mannar Rev. Rayappu 
Joseph and Bishop of Jaffna 
Rev. Thomas Saundar-anaya-
gam had come out  with wild 
allegations to support Rapp’s 
hidden agenda.

The recommendation 
that the Sri Lanka Air Force 
(SLAF) acquire Cluster Bomb 
Units (CBUs) for ‘unarmoured 
area targets’  was made by 
USPACOM (United States 
Pacific Command) assessment 
team following a study con-
ducted from September 12 to 
October 24, 2002.

USPACOM was acting on 
the instructions of the Depart-
ment of Defence in the wake 
of the then Prime Minister 
Ranil Wickremesinghe seeking 
the intervention of US Presi-
dent George W. Bush.

The US advice was meant 
to prepare the armed forces to 
face any eventuality in case of 
the Norwegian peace initiative 
coming a cropper.

Guided weapons

After a close study on the 
capabilities and weaknesses 
of the SLAF, the US had sug-
gested that the service deploy 
CBUs, guided weapons for 
Russian Mi-24 helicopter gun-
ships and Kfirs, multi-role 
combat aircraft in service 
since January 1996. The US  
stressed that guided weapons 
were necessary as they had to 
engage LTTE targets situated 
close to friendly forces. It is 
the  same country that is now 
coming out with a totally dif-
ferent accusation to discredit 
Sri Lanka.

Whatever resolution is 
brought against Sri Lanka at 
the forthcoming UNHRC ses-
sions in Geneva, the govern-
ment is prepared to  face any 
challenge posed as a result. As 
Mass Media and Information 
Minister Keheliya Rambuk-
wella has said, bankrupt  poli-
ticians and political groups in 
the country are spreading dis-
information about Sri Lanka to 
achieve their petty objectives.

The government had 
allowed any international 
group the freedom to visit 
Sri Lanka and experience the 
prevailing situation and  con-
ditions because it had nothing 
to hide. He said all these false 
allegations of human rights 
violations had surfaced after 
the  defeat of Prabhakaran's 
cruel terrorists at the Nandi-
kadal lagoon.

If the West is sincerely inter-
ested in eliminating global 
terrorism, they must use Sri 
Lanka’s expertise and first-
hand experience.  

Taming Sri Lanka and 
coming out with baseless war 
crimes allegations would only 
support global terrorism. Sri 
Lanka is a  shining example 
on eradicating terrorism and if 
the US attempt to undermine 
that achievement, it would give 
fresh hopes to terror groups 
such as Al Qaeda.
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     It is still fresh in people’s minds how LTTE terrorists 
carried out some of the most brutal bomb attacks and 
massacred Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim civilians during 
their three decades of terror.
 

Atrocities by LTTE terrorists
Jan 12-18

     Jan. 14, 2000:  An LTTE terrorist fired at the Chairman 
of Point Pedro Urban Council, Vaduvalu Vijeyaratnam
when he was riding his motorcycle. Vijeyaratnam died
on the spot while his bodyguard, who also received 
bullet wounds, died later in hospital.

     Jan. 16, 2007: Torture chambers used by the LTTE to 
punish escaping Tigers and informers, including women 
fighters, were found at captured LTTE camps in the East. 

     Jan. 16, 2008: A roadside bomb in Buttala, targeting 
a passenger bus packed with civilians, killed 27 civilians 
including three schoolchildren and wounded 67 others. 
The Tiger gunmen started shooting passengers as they 
tried to flee after the bus was hit by a powerful Claymore 
mine which was packed with explosives and ball-bearings.

     Jan. 16, 2009: The United Nations called on the LTTE
to allow civilians in the Vanni region to move into 
government controlled areas without keeping them 
as a human shield in the face of the military advance. 
There were increasing reports of over 100,000 Tamil 
civilians, including women and children and the aged, 
being forcibly prevented from entering the safety of 
Government controlled areas in the North, to be 
used as a human shield against Security Forces 
advancing into the LTTE held areas of the Mullaitivu 
district. 

     Jan 17, 1989:  The LTTE attacked one of the last 
remaining Sinhala Villages in Vavuniya,
Maharambekulam in the Anuradhapura district border. 
Heavily mutilated bodies of nine civilians including 
women and children were found while seven survived 
with serious cut injuries caused by sharp weapons.

     Jan. 12, 2001: An LTTE terrorist threw a hand granade 
in a crowded market in Jaffna, killing three Tamil civilians. 
The intended target of the terrorist was unclear.

     Jan. 12, 2006: Nine sailors were killed and eight injured
in an LTTE claymore mine blast in Chettikulam on the 
Mannar-Medawachchiya road. The incident occurred at 
the 18th mile post in Chettikulam. The sailors were travelling
in three buses from the Pandukabhaya Navy Camp 
at Punewa. 

     Jan 13, 2006: Tiger terrorists indiscriminately fired at 
unarmed innocent civilians in Thalgasweva, Bogas 
Junction Pulmodai Road, Welioya, killing two and 
injuring three others.

     Jan 18,  2007: LTTE terrorists shot and killed three Tamil 
civilians who refused to supply fuel and batteries to the 
LTTE organisation in  Batticaloa. The three victims, farmers 
at Thiliveddi in Batticaloa, were under death threats from
the LTTE outfit since these hapless civilians continuously 
refused to supply petrol, diesel and batteries to the LTTE.

     Jan 15, 2007: The LTTE used even Hindu kovils to store 
their arms and ammunition. Police uncovered a haul of 
arms and ammunition hidden inside the Amman Kovil at 
Velanithurai in Kayts Island. The items were found during 
a combined search operation.

The freedom enjoyed by one 
  and all today was achieved due 
        to the supreme sacrifices by 
           the Security Forces, the
           political sagacity of President 
             Mahinda Rajapaksa and the 
            military strategies of 
           Defence Secretary 
          Gotabaya Rajapaksa.

US undermines post-terrorism 
reconciliation
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