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Montage

Sunday, February 16
The Bridal Exhibition - Kandy City Centre 
- 10.00 a.m. - 8.00 p.m.

Oriental Trio – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia – 7.00 p.m.
Coda – Colombo Hilton – 7.00 p.m.
Aubrey Weiman – Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11.00 a.m.
Norma'n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11.00 a.m.
Rhapsody – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7.00 p.m.
DJ Arcadia - Sky, Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury – Poolside – 7.00 p.m.
Circle Acoustic – FDO's 8.00 p.m.
Monday, February 17
DJ Kapila – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8.00 p.m.
Rebels – 7 Degrees North – 7.00 p.m.
Perfect Combination – Colombo Hilton - 7.00 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8.00 p.m.
Gavin Senn Trio – Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Tuesday, February 18
Burn/Circle Acoustic – R+B Disco – 8.00 p.m.
Trivia – 7 Degrees North – 7.00 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8.00 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8.00 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Violin Duet – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7.00 p.m.
Wednesday, February 19
Mirage – Margarita Blue, Galadari – 9.00 p.m.
Warren ; Rozette – Colombo Hilton – 8.00 p.m.
Misty/Circles Acoustic – R ; B Disco – 8.00 p.m.
Jam Lab - Cinnamon Lakeside – 7.00 p.m.
Shaman and RCC - 7 Degrees North – 7.00 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8.00 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8.00 p.m.
Replay – Colombo Courtyard – 8.00 p.m.
Trio – Mt. Lavinia Hotel Lobby – 7.00 p.m.
Marlon Amarasekera – Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Thursday, February 20
Gavin Senn Trio – Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Shaman – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia Hotel – 7.00 p.m.
DJ Roshan – R & B Disco – 8.00 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando/Circles Acoustic – 
FDOs – 8.00 p.m.
Mirage – Margarita Blue, Galadari Hotel – 9.00 p.m.
Quest – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7.00 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7.00 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7.00 p.m.
Friday, February 21
Steve Ross Live at the Crystal Room – 7.00 p.m.
HR Ball 2014 - Cinnamon Grand - 9.00 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7.00 p.m.
Mirage – Margarita Blue, Galadari Hotel – 9.00 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8.00 p.m.
Warren & Rozette – Cinnamon Lakeside 
– 7.00 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7.00 p.m.
Battery – R & B Disco – 8.00 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8.00 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7.00 p.m.
Saturday, February 22
Audio Squad/Circle Acoustic – R+B Disco – 8.00 p.m.
Mirage – Margarita Blue, Galadari Hotel – 9.00 p.m.
Collective Colours – Colombo Hilton – 7.00 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7.00 p.m.
Deezone – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8.00 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7.00 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs. - 8.00 p.m.
Marlon Amarasekera – Kingsbury – 7.00 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury Poolside – 7.00 p.m.
A Touch of Tomorrow – Bathiya & Santush – 
BMICH – 7.00 p.m.
Kinnara 13 – S. Thomas’ College Chapel – 
Mount Lavinia – 7.00 p.m.
SOSL February Concert – Ladies College Hall 
– 7.00 p.m.
E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk

Happenings

Success is a strange word, 
a lot of people interpret 
it differently. To Shawn 
Corera success is hap-
piness doing what you 

want to do. Shawn was in Sri 
Lanka recently for a short holi-
day and to renew his family ties. 
When he left Sri Lanka in 2002 
he was deejaying at A Museum 
which he enjoyed thoroughly as 
he was into music, was more or 
less addicted to spinning vinyls 
for the pleasure of others. 

Music was in his blood, quite 
naturally, since his father is the 
well known and exciting Sri 

Lankan percussionist 
Clarence Corera whose 
artistry was lost to us, 
when he decided to leave 
for the States. Now in 
Washington, Shawn is the 
Resident DJ for DC Club-
bing & Panorama Wash-
ington DC, and as he 
tells us he plays at many clubs 
around the greater Washington 
DC. What's more he is in great 
demand to provide the music 
for many Sri Lankan weddings 
in Washington DC, New York 
and other states. “This way I'm 
in touch with Sri Lanka and I 
look forward to it”, said Shawn.

Question: When you left 
Sri Lanka in 2002 and went to 
Washington in the States, were 
you vary about making a break 
into regular deejaying in a new 
country?

Answer: When I went in I 
wasn't focussing on deejaying. 
I never knew that I could get 
to where I am today. At the 
outset I handled private par-
ties, events, a few clubs locally 
and made my way up from 
there. Word of mouth from 
managements and promot-
ers took me a long way. Five 
years later after I went into 
Washington, a DJ competi-
tion was held at which they 
were closing the first 50 best 
DJs in Washington. I took 
part in that competition and 
was chosen as one of the 50. 
The event was hosted by Pan-
orama Productions and DC 
Clubbing, one of the premier 
event companies in Washing-
ton DC. They also officiated 
with Glow which is a world 
wide knowns electronic dance 
music company. Winning that 

first 50 made me become one of 
their resident DJs and I am now 
a resident DJ in most of their 
clubs.

Q: You will agree that the 
trend today is to produce your 
own tracks, what they call 
inventive music. Have you 
done your own productions.

A: Yes, I do my own produc-
tions as mash pre-mix produc-
tions. To explain. I take a vocal 
acapella from another track and 
add a different beat to it and we 
call it a mash of pre-mix. Once 

we play these mash of pre-mixes 
at the clubs the crowd reaction 
is surprising. Their energy is 
high and there is a demand for 
this kind of music. So we take 
these tracks put them together 
and mash it up.

Q: What type of music is 
being played now in the Clubs. 
Is it underground, house, 
break what?

A: Looking at global trends, 
everyone is into EDM – elec-
tronic dance music and when 
you say house there are differ-
ent types of house music – the 
deep, Progressive and all that. 
The younger generation today 
is totally into EDM – house 
mix. In Washington DC there 
is another sector which we call 
urban music, which is hip hop. 
In New York there is a different 
set of dancers who don't like 
EDM, they focus on hip hop 
and urban. 

There are separate clubs for 
this genre of music. The other 
clubs play open formats. So the 
dancers automatically get divid-
ed. Those who want urban they 
go to the urban club and those 
who prefer an open format and 
house music, they choose the 
respective clubs playing this 
genre of music.

Q: What is your format and 
what's the style that's influenc-
ing you now?

A: I like the open format and 
my favourite genre is house 
music, as it is more energetic. 
Where the re-mix mash up is 
concerned, I like this genre.

Q: They say that deep house 
is now a popular style in music 
with DJs and the dancers, how 
far is this applicable?

A: Deep house is popular but 
looking at it clinically you can-
not play deep house to a crowd 
that's wanting energetic music. 
Usually we open the room with 
deep house music – chilled deep 
house mix and then we move 
on to energetic music or any of 
the Top 40 which is re-mixed 
with the house beat and keep 
the hot tempo going, until clos-
ing time.

Q: Now that you have gone 
to Washington and experi-
enced the style of deejaying, is 
there a big difference between 
our Sri Lankan deejaying and 
the Washington style?

A: In the years before I left Sri 
Lanka, we used to do the basic 
– mixing one song into another. 
When I went to Washington 
I was influenced by the other 

DJs. I went around watched 
and picked up styles from other 
DJs. Finally I thought why am 
I doing the same thing that the 
other DJs are doing? I created 
my own style. My style now is, I 
don't mix one song into another.

I don't let the song play for 
the whole five minutes. The rea-
son being I want to be more of 
an entertainer while deejaying. 
I mix in and mix out real quick 
with vocal acapellas, put down 
more stops and beats which 
keeps the energy of the dancers 
going.

Q: In other countries, clubs 
invite amateur talent to come 
in and learn deejaying. Does it 
happen at the clubs you work?

A: There are many DJ acad-
emies that have come up in the 
local area and youngsters rang-
ing from 10 to 13 years are into 
deejaying. They want to learn 
because they are influenced by 
the big producers like Afro Jack, 
Avicci. 

They like to learn producing 
as well. But as far as deejaying 
is concerned it's not easy as you 
think. You have to have a soul 
for it and you have to know 
your music. Today in the music 
world everyone is clamouring 
to be a DJ. But it is tough. You 
have to know your music to be 
a success.

Q: Did you have the oppor-
tunity to work with big names 
in the industry?

A: I have worked with Afro 
Jack who is a cool guy. I had 
the opportunity to open the 
concert room in 2009 for Black 
Eyed Peas at the Verizon Centre, 
Washington DC.

Q: What does the future 
hold for you with regard to 
your deejaying?

A: I hope to do some good 
productions and be recognised 
for it. Besides I'm also involved 
in lighting. My company is 
Groove Lighting Productions 
and I want to take it to the next 
level to be able to handle big 
concerts. For special events 
there is a big demand for mood 
lighting which is based on a 
theme colour and a special 
atmosphere is created. 

The other is the high tech 
lighting for the dance floor 
which includes the setting up 
of moving heads and laser. But 
mainly the popular one is mood 
lighting. It's amazing how far 
lighting has advanced in today's 
world, so much so it's unbeliev-
able!

Shawn Corera.

Shawn Corera.

...... A remembrance in my heart a feel,
Burn better than early sunrise.
Shall connect me in spiritual ardour
When, thee I love doth’ not stray.
But walk beside me every day
In heavenly radiance from ‘neath the skies.
.... I may break the chains that bind us
Tho’ in weep my heart shall tear apart;
When dark mystique reveals the truth
An illuminate a lost soul
The wondrous feel I am showered upon
When I see thee from a distance, far.
.... Upon a rock perchanced alone,
I see light in darkness flare.
Upon the footsteps thou leave behind.
Why have thee to play such despair
Upon a trusting heart, my Lord;
Thou keep treading on.
.... Each of the footprints thou trek upon
Remain until I breathe my last breath
Until death's certain call.
But thou art the breeze that sweeps the terrain
And the snowdrops that spread o'er the earth
And I will love thee every hour of the day.
-Princess

� y treks 
I follow

Lyrics from 
my heart

Karunavayi, Karunavayi, echoes around
As we slowly trek the sacred mount
Folding tight the woolen clothes
To make us warmer as the cold winds blow
Sitting on the steps when our weary legs
Request us to give them a little rest
With pious thoughts we climb on and on
The weary way to the top of the peak.
Lights pour down their silvery rays
To show us the way, the well trodden path
But all around the darkness reigns
We are climbing the peak at night
Washing ourselves at “Seetha Gangula”
The ice cold stream that flows down,
To sweep away our mortal sins
Before we kneel at The Buddha’s foot.
Sadhu, Sadhu fills the air
“Ding-dong, Ding-dong,” goes on the bell
Joining the crowd at the sacred compound
To worship the place The Buddha once visited
Tears pour down as our heads touch the ground,
A deep consolation touches our hearts
With an inexpressible happiness within
We worship the Buddha’s sacred foot.
- Lalitha Somathilaka

Climbing 
Sri Pada

‘Twas only the other day,
She looked so helpless,
Cuddled in her mother's arms
Eyes big and bright,
A radiant smile
Though toothless!
Cooing and gurgling
Struggling to stand up,
Our little granddaughter.
Now, slim and tall,
With two teeth already ‘gone’,
Straight black hair
So cute and fair,
Walking briskly, cycling,
Ballet dancing, roller-skating
Going to school -
A little grandma
I ask her what she wants
For her birthday -
Her sixth birthday,
Just around the corner,
Pat came the answer
“Lip gloss and a handbag!”
Her love to imitate elders,
A natural passing phase
Brings us such joy and laughter.
Though over the seas and far away,
My thoughts are with her,
And as I send warm wishes
I hope the years ahead
Will always be happy and carefree.
-Rupa Wijesinghe

Passing 
phase

Climbing 
Sri PadaThe beautiful Sapathilla tree,

That stood nearby for ages,
Branches laden with fruit every season of the year,
The artistic curves on the trunk,
Branches swaying in the mid-day breeze,
T'was a fascinating sight to my poetic,
Sentimental self.
The bats that flocked around at dusk,
Tasting the luscious fruit, was a scene of
Unfathomable beauty!
Yes, an elixir to soothe my tired nerves.
But alas!
On one inauspicious day,
Heavy machinery arrived,
The land on which it stood,
Was to be cleared I heard,
Why? For a new building to come up!
I could not witness it being felled.
Hence, ran indoors shutting the door behind.
A loud “thud” was heard, and there
Lay on the ground an ageless colossal beauty.
I shuddered.
Will the building due to come up in its place
Be as beautiful as my tree?
I have my doubts.
But, the world has to move on with time.
So they say...
Over the dead, both human and inanimate too.
- Laki Rajapakse
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