
Armand 
Lebrecq once 
dreamed of 
becoming 
a magician 
but he has 
become a 
pharmacist. 
He still loves 
his wife, 
Helene, but 
wouldn’t 
mind leaving her to 
live with Alix, a strong-
minded woman. But 
should he? One day, 
Armand learns that 
Berthe, his granny, has 

just died. A little guilty 
of having neglected her 
lately, Armand finds 
himself busy with organ-
ising her funeral. Clum-
sily as usual
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Montage

Bonjour
Cinema Festival 
at NFC

The Bonjour Cinema 
will be held at the National 
Film Corporation (NFC) 
of Colombo on March 29 
and 30.Over the past few 
years, the Francophone 

Film Festival in Sri Lanka, 
has become an increas-
ingly popular event among 
local movie lovers. Every 
year, the festival attracts 
large audiences.

Bonjour Cinéma is 
organised by the High 
Commission of Canada, 
the Embassy of France, 
Romania, Switzerland, the 
Consul- ate of 

Tunisia, the Alliance Fran-
çaise de Kotte in associa-
tion with the National Film 
Corporation and Agenda 
14 to enjoy a collection 
of diversified movies and 
documentaries produced 
in member countries of 
the International Organisa-
tion of “La Francophonie” 
(OIF). Six films, including 
three documentaries, will 

be screened during the 
festival at 11 am, 3 pm and 
6 pm at the NFC. All the 
films are subtitled in Eng-
lish and the entrance free. 
Following the idea of high-
lighting the Sri Lankan 
filmmakers and produc-
tions, a short film by a Sri 
Lankan filmmaker will be 
screened before each fea-
ture film. In recognition of 

his promising contribution 
to Sri Lankan cinema, we 
will inaugurate this year’s 
Francophone Film Festival 
in the presence of Sumitra 
Peries. 

The opening ceremony 
will also be held at NFC 
at 6 pm on March 28 
(by invitation only). The 
French Movie Mobile 
Home will be screened.

Mobile 
Home

After leaving his job and 
his girlfriend, Simon decides 
to return to the small town 
where he grew up and catch-
es up with Julien, a child-
hood friend. Both in their 
thirties and unemployed, 
they decide to their teenage 
dream a chance: hit the road 
and live from seasonal jobs. 
They buy a motorhome, but 
their trip is delayed. Stuck 
on a journey, leading them 
in different directions.

March 29 at 11 am
Director: 
Francois Pirot
Genre: 
Comedy/Drama

March 29 at 6 pmDirector: Lucian Georgescu
Genre: Drama(More suitable for adults)American professor Robert Traum 

embarks on an adventurous and 
amusing journey through Bucovina 
to find Sami the projectionist, the 
only person alive that can tell him 
anything about his Romanian Jew-
ish descent. His symbolic journey is 
filled with danger, the unknown and 
surreal, but finally, it is rewarded with 

a double love: on the one hand, he 
finds romantic love, and on the other, 

a passion for vintage cinema, nomad, 
popular, naïve and generous.

The PhantomFather

In 1980, the filmmaker’s 
birth is overshadowed by 
the revolution. “I was born 
in the middle of a dream.” 
But another question runs 
through the film: “What am 

I to do with this legacy?” 
This family drama is a quest 
of identity and politics that 
takes us from Turkey in 
the 1970s to Switzerland 
in the 21st century, dealing 
with exile, prison, counter-
feit money, fallen heroes, 
hippies gone astray and a 
revolutionary disco along 
the way. A mosaic of a film, 
which moves freely between 
documentary, fiction and 
animation.

My Father, 
The Revolution 
and Me
March 29 at 3 pm
Director: Ufuk Emiroglu
Genre: Documentary
(More suitable for adults)

Pascal,53, and Carole,28, 
are shepherds. In Novem-
ber 2010, they embark on 
their long winter transhu-
mance: four months during 
which they cover 600km in 

the Swiss-French region, 
accompanied by three 
donkeys, four dogs and 800 
sheep. It is an eventful jour-
ney with surprise encoun-
ters, moving reunions with 
farmer friends and nostalgic 
figures of country life that 
is shrinking away fast. A 
magnificent hymn to free-
dom, at opposite extremes 
of our comfortable reality, a 
contemporary road movie, 
a reflection of our current 
world, takes us back to our 
roots and our inner ques-
tions.

Nomads
Winter

March 30 at 6 pm
Director: Manuel von Sturler
Genre: Documentary
(All audiences)

March 30, 3 pm
Director: 
Denis Podalydes
Genre: Comedy
(More suitable 
for adults)

Granny’s Funeral
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Hope Builders
March 30 at 11 am
Director: Fernand Desereau
Genre: Documentary
(All audiences)

The future of the world is perhaps being played out in an elementary school 
in Quebec, where a teacher is implementing a new teaching method (Action 
Research) aimed at preparing children to take up environmental challenges. 
During every school year, the students of Dominique Leduc’s Grade 6 class 
learning to identify, analyse and resolve a problem in their world. The director 
thus reminds us that we must still look to the human instinct to find reason to 
hope.

A mega musical fiesta, Sannaliyane organ-
ised by the Sri Lanka Army Seva Vanitha Unit 
will be held at the Sugathadasa Indoor Sta-
dium on March 28 to collect funds for ‘Brave 
Hearts’ fund raiser project. 

It is through this project funds are allocated 
for the construction of ‘Abhimansala’ wellness 
resorts built to give a lifetime care for fully 
dependent war heroes.

‘Sannaliyane’ will be a tribute to the music 
maestro Pandith W.D. Amaradeva and ever 
green hits of the Sinhala music will be sung by 
veteran vocalists including Visharada Victor 
Rathnayake, Sangeeth Nipun Sanath Nanda-
siri, Sunil Edirisinghe, Nanda Malini, Edward 
Jayakody, Luxman Wijesekara, Amarasiri 
Pieris. Choreography is by Channa Wijew-
ardane. The script is by Bandara Eheliyagoda. 
One hundred Army musicians will give the 
musical support to the veteran vocalists under 
the directions of Dr. Rohana Weerasinghe.

Tickets will be available at all Cargills Food 
city outlets.

Army Seva 
Vanitha 
to hold 
Sannaliyane

by Anuradha Kodagoda
The Colombo Interna-

tional Theatre Festival will 
come alive for the third 
consecutive year, at the audi-
torium of the British School 
in Colombo from March 28 
to April 2.

“This year’s the Colombo 
International Theatre Fes-
tival main focus is Theatre 
for Young Audiences (TYA). 
TYA is a subject now very 
much popular around the 
world and there are many 
experimental works that 
have been done around the 
world under this theme. 
As a member of ASSITEJ 
(International Association 
of theatre for Children and 
Young People) which is an 
organisation with the main 
focus of theatre for young 
audiences operates in 80 
countries around the world, 
we think it’s important 
to promote this concept 
in Sri Lanka in a broader 
sense,” talking to the Sunday 

Observer the official print 
media partner of the event, 
M. Safeer, the Festival Direc-
tor of the Colombo Interna-
tional Theatre Festival 2014 
said.

“When talk more about 
the concept of theatre for 
young audiences, I think still 
we have not identified the 
concept in full. For example 
in Germany a theatre pro-
duction which categorised 
as years 10 plus, the themes 
that they talk about can be 
quite open minded but the 
same production can be 
categorised as 15 or 18 years 
age category due to various 
social and cultural barriers 
that we have in an Asian 
country. Therefore we try to 
implement these new con-
cepts to Sri Lankan theatre 
and the Colombo Interna-
tional Theatre Festival 2014 
is one good attempt for that 
exercise,” Safeer said.

This year the organisers 
have dedicated the Colombo 

International Theatre Festi-
val for the late Prof. Ediri-
weera Sarachchandra’s birth 
centenary commemoration 
and the festival named as 
“Prof. Ediriweera Sarach-
chandra birth centenary 
commemoration Colombo 
International Theatre Festi-
val 2014”.

Across six days, theatre 

companies from Germany, 
Nepal, India and Mexico 
alongside their Sri Lankan 
counterparts will present 
eight unique, diverse and 
interactive performances 
that aim to showcase the 
cream of emerging theatre 
across the globe.

“The festival is consisted 
of many categories and it has 

children productions, youth 
productions and dance 
productions which mainly 
focused on TYA concept. As 
we believe Colombo Theatre 
Festival is quite a successful 
event throughout past two 
years however even though 
this is the only international 
theatre festival Sri Lanka has 
right now, it’s quite challeng-

ing to get the sponsorship to 
host the festival. 

However we are quite 
positive about the future and 
we hope the upcoming event 
will be a greater success and 
we invite all the theatre lov-
ers to join with us and enjoy 
this rare chance of interna-
tional theatre experience,” 
he said.

A forum titled the 
‘Colombo Theatre Forum’ 
will allow both local and 
international directors and 
artistes, to meet each other 
and discuss present the-
ologies, future trends and 
challenges that concern the 
emerging and experimental 
theatre industry in general.

It is envisaged that fol-
lowing this forum, an action 
plan would be finalised on 
how to address the issues 
discussed.

Colombo Theatre will be 
held at the Goethe Institute 
from March 29 to 31. Par-
ticipation by invitation only.

Colombo International Theatre Festival

� eatre for Young Audiences
Colombo International Theatre Festival Schedule
March 27 Opening Ceremony (invitees only)
March 28 Prof. Ediriweera Sarachchandra commemoration ceremony 
5.30 p.m. to 6.30 p.m.
Hosted by the Ministry of Culture and Art
‘Maname’ Dir: Prof. Ediriweera Sarachchandra - 6.30 p.m.
‘Othello’ dance drama – Dir: Ravibandu Vidyapathi - 6.30 p.m.
March 29 ‘Little Klaus, big Klaus’ – Dir: Taki Papacontantinou
 - Germany 3.30 p.m. / 6.30 p.m.
March 30 ‘The Balancing Act’ –Dir: Vidyanidhee Vanarase – India 3.30 / 6.30 p.m.
‘The Kathmandu Blues’ – Dir: Tanka Chaulagain - Nepal 3.30 / 6.30 p.m.
March 31 ‘72 Migrantes / Altar’ – Dir: Gilberto Guerrero – Mexico 3.30 / 6.30 p.m.
April 01 ‘The Transparent Trap’ Dir: Shrikant Bhide - India 3.30 / 6.30 p.m.
April 02 ‘Hunuwataye Kathawa’ Dir: Parakrama Niriella - 3.30 / 6.30 p.m.
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