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A first meeting with 
Mary Duff and you are 
struck by her genuine 
warmth and friendli-

ness and a feeling of I've-known-
her-all-my-life flows over you. 

It's amazing because in the 
global music business she's an 
“accomplished, polished and 
highly respected professional 
performer”. Her simplicity is 
reflected in her stage presence 
and in her rapport with her sup-
portive fans after her concert 
with Daniel O'Donnell here in 
Sri Lanka in March. 

To her fans who enjoy her hit 
‘A Single Yellow Rose’ we've got 
news that her albums Together 
Again, Winning Ways, Timeless, 
Shades of Blue, The Collection 
contain songs that will make 
you listen to them over and over 
again. Her ‘Voice of An Angel’ 
an inspirational album accord-
ing to Mary fulfilled one of her 
lifelong dreams. The album was 
launched in UK with many pro-
motional radio interviews and 
airplay.

Charisma

The charisma she pos-
sesses saw her win many awards 
including the prize accolade 
from her home county when 
she was named the Meath Per-
son of the Year 1990. Last year 
Mary Duff celebrated 25 years 
in the music industry. The year 
as she indicated started off 
well for her. She was awarded 
‘Female Vocalist of the Year’ at 
the Sunday World Irish Music 

Awards in January and in Febru-
ary her new single ‘The Water 
is Wide’ was released with radio 
interviews across Ireland. We 
hope that come September this 
year Mary Duff will be back in 
Sri Lanka for her solo concert 
organised by DK Promotions.

Question: The critics 
endorse the fact that you 
have a phenomenal talent as 
a singer, how far back can 
you take us for the start of 
your career?

Answer: I started singing 
when I was 12. My father 
played the accordion and he 
had his own band. One day 
when he came home he heard 
a voice on the tape recorder and 
discovered it was me who sang. 
He invited me to come along 
with him and sing with his band 
during the weekends. And I did 
and the result was that I learnt 
a lot and lot of songs with his 
band until I finished school. 
My first job after school was a 
School Secretary, but I contin-
ued to sing at weekends.

Q: You have been recognised 
for being successful at talent 
contests which was the launch-
ing pad for you to reach out to 
a wider audience. Let us have a 
glimpse into this area of your 
success.

A: While doing my job as 
the school secretary, I joined 
a rock'n roll band and began 
on singing more often. It was 
during this time that I entered 
many talent contests in Ireland 
and was very successful at win-
ning most of them. I entered the 
Sunday World Nationwide Tal-
ent Competition sponsored by 
the national newspaper and won 
the competition. 

It was here that I was spotted 
by Daniel O'Donnell's manager 
Sean Reilly and he asked me 

whether 
I would 
like to tour with 
Daniel in his 1987 tour. As 
the saying goes I was at the right 
place at the right time and I was 
happy to accept the offer. Life 
is a lot like that. A lot of luck 
as well. If you haven't got talent 
and perseverance and a passion 
for what you are doing – you'd 
give up very easily. It's a hard 
life, living out of a suitcase... a 
different town every hight miss-
ing your family while on tour, 
but I enjoy it.

Q: Country Music is a major 
force in America, how did 
it drift into Ireland which is 
more folk oriented?

A: It was folk originally but a 
lot of Irish people as you know 
emigrated to America years ago 
and brought back the music 
with them. Some people say 

Coun-
try Music 

originated 
in Ireland. For a 

while Country Music 
died in Ireland. Young people 
did not want to be involved. 
They said, ‘I don't like that, 
that's not pop, that's not hip'. 

Then the singer Garth Brooks 
came to Ireland in 1990. He 
brought country music back to 
young people again. 

His performances on stage, 
saw him running up and down 
the stage, smashing guitars like 
the rock stars. And the young 
people went! Oh this is great! 
and they all enjoyed themselves. 
"I got to sing with him in Lon-
don.

Q: Do you sing pop as well at 
your solo concerts?

A: I used to sing pop with a 
band called Juke Box before I 
joined Daniel. At my solo con-
certs I do inspirational, Irish 

country – a lot of different styles 
but not pop.

Q: Who do you think 
inspired and influenced you in 
your singing?

A: My favourite singer is Patsy 
Cline. She never recorded a bad 
song. I love every song of hers. I 
listen to her always. I also enjoy 
Emmy Lou Harris – the first 
American album I bought of hers 
was Quarter Moon. I love that 
album and I still love it.

Q: Coming back to your solo 
concerts is it a crowded sched-
ule for you?

A: All the time, with my own 
band, when Daniel is not touring. 
I have done tours to Australia, 
New Zealand, Scotland, England, 
Ireland, America. This year 2014 
I worked with Daniel all the time. 
Next weak after this concert in 
Sri Lanka, I'm going to work in 
the UK on my own and then I go 
to Switzerland. I have a five-piece 
band and they are, very good 
musicians. 

They harmonise when needed, 
so that there is no need for a sep-
arate harmony group. Steven who 

plays in Daniel's band he's the 
pianist, he's my pianist as well. 
He worked in my band actually. 
I have a guitarist, a fiddle player 
who plays the mandolin and the 
bazuki and of course the drum-
mer. No, I don't play an instru-
ment. I used to play the accor-
dion when I was younger. But I 
really, really always wanted to be 
a singer. I just love singing. It was 
some thing I was made to do.

Q: What about composing 
songs?

A: No I never tried that. I 
think it is a gift. You either have it 
or you don't. But I have released 
CDs of my own. The count is like 
over 20 CDs. I have hits from 
them, in Ireland. Also from the 
CDs with Daniel.

Q: Will your fans here in Sri 
Lanka have the opportunity to 
hear you in concert?

A: I'd love to come back. 
Everything was wonderful here 
in Sri Lanka. DK has invited me 
to come back next year to do 
my own show. I hope that will 
happen. Because I'm looking 
forward to it.

Mary Duff in a 
performance in 
Sri Lanka.

Oft have I seen the Vesak moon
Coyly unravelling her silvery face
Through soft white clouds
Floating across the starry tropical sky
So calm and serene she looks,
Yet she's lustily bright,
While I a mere mortal, in pensive thought
Watch her from this troubled earth.
The ever radiant Vesak moon
Sails over misty mountains
Like a richly gilded swan
Adorning the tranquil sky.
The Vesak moon rises over Lanka's hills and plains
Beaming forth her mellow light
Over mortal man and beast alike
Whispering to all mankind
The sublime message
Of the Buddha,
The eminent sage
Whose exalted teaching
Appeals to any age.

- Andrew Scott

I thought my heart
Was dead forever
‘Cos it was stabbed, burnt
And broken into pieces…
Once it was broken
It never seems to mend,
But still it is functioning
‘Cos of your kindness,
Affection and understanding…
I wanted to bury
All my pain,
But it was hard to do…
As the wounds will heal
And the heart will seal
But the memory
Will never die…
You noticed the tears
Filling my eyes;
My pain, confusion and
My worries…
Your words of affection
Comforted me
All the time…
I feel so much better now,
After spending a difficult time;
I feel like
Living without fear…
I know that you can
See it in me,
As you helped to
Heal my wounds
That hurt me every moment.

- Anjalie Chandima Silva

A follower of the Buddha
dwelling lonely
in a cave
his only abode
in the midst of the jungle
infested with wild animals
though they are not harmful
to the saintly like figure.

Seated on a stone slab
inside the den,
He meditates
in a cross-legged posture
to avoid evil thoughts
from coming to his mind.

He seeks no physical comforts
adopting the middle path
by giving up extremes
following the steps of the
Supreme master,
the Lord-the only guiding force.

By stepping quietly and calmly
with bare feet
He leaves the abode
for going on his alms round
to beg his noon meals
to appease his hunger
from houses
in the environs
with a bowl in his hand
with the head
Bending towards the ground.
What a serene and endearing
sight it is!
That evokes in my mind
the reminiscences
of the Buddha’s time
When the enlightened one
Went on his alms round along
with his disciples.

No matter one’s caste or creed
who puts alms

into his bowl,
He accepts them gleefully
without any prejudice
with humane heart.

In turn,
He preaches to them
the doctrine
that signifies
the merits
they accrue
that would make them exalted
in this life and the next.

-Ajith Karunarathna
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This should be the season
For the scent of sal flower
The most beautiful sal flower,
Kind talks are gathered,
Oh...! it had see the enlightenment
Of Buddha the great...
Had heard the sermons – for better life...
Oh...! Such a sweet fragrance you are with,
Most precious flower-lovely sal flower of ours...
At all times
It brings us love, peace and
Happiness at all times
It shows the purity of the season

-Samanmalie Padmakumara

Purity of the 
Vesak season
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