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News Feature

Some Western ambassadors 
overstep their mandate

A few Colombo-based West-
ern ambassadors seem to be 
overstepping their diplomatic 
mandate by showing undue 
concern over internal mat-
ters of the country. Though 
they are intended to promote 
solidarity and good relations 
between their country of ori-
gin and Sri Lankan, certain 
Western Ambassadors are con-
ducting themselves in a high-
handed manner, assuming that 
Sri Lanka is a colony of theirs.

The double standards 
adopted by US Ambassador in 
Sri Lanka Michele J. Sison after 
the recent incidents in Beru-
wala and Aluthgama is a clear 
indication that these ambas-
sadors use such incidents to 
put their political agendas 
in motion. It was originally 
stated that Ambassador Sision 
had discovered that Kalutara 
District UNP parliamentarian 
Palitha Thewarapperuma was 
also injured in the attack and 
she had sought a meeting with 
him as a result.

If she is sincerely inter-
ested on the well-being of 
parliamentarians injured in the 
attack, she should have also 
inquired about the condition 
of Minister Faiszer Musthapha 
who was also injured. He was 
attacked by a mob of around 
15 men in the same area but 
Sison did not even bother to 
give him a call.

Sinister operation

In contrast, she took the 
trouble to call Thewarap-
peruma and even went to the 
extent of offering political asy-
lum in case the MP faces death 
threats. But this assurance had 
only been given after Sison 
had questioned Thewarappe-
ruma to verify whether he has 
any intention of quitting the 
UNP and joining the govern-
ment. Despite being an ardent 
UNPer, Thewarapperuma

had refused to play a role 
of a traitor. Hence, Sison had 
failed in her sinister operation.

The manner in which 
Thewarapperuma had been 
questioned by Sison shows the 
high-handed manner in which 
certain Colombo-based diplo-
mats are meddling in the Sri 
Lanka’s internal matters.

Thewarapperuma had made 
it clear that there had not 
been any communal problem 
between the Sinhalese and 
Muslims, adding added that 
it was the extremist looters 
who had created problems. 
Sison had even asked as to why 
the MP had intervened if it 
wasn't a political problem, but 
Thewarapperuma had pointed 
out that he was compelled to 
intervene to protect the Sin-
halese and Muslims who had 
voted for him at the last gen-
eral election.

Political asylum

Though the MP had cat-
egorically denied that he was 
facing death threats, the US 
Ambassador had repeatedly 
questioned about such moves, 
especially from the Govern-
ment. She had even gone to the 
extent of volunteering to offer 

him political asylum in the 
event he faced death threats in 
future.

More interestingly, such 
assurance had only been given 
after the US Ambassador 
had verified her doubts over 
Thewarapperuma on crossing 
over to the Government. It 
was after the MP had ruled out 
such possibility that Sison had 
been ‘kind’ enough to offer 
him political asylum.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet last 
week instructed the External 
Affairs Ministry to summon 
the controversial envoy to 
lodge the Government’s for-
mal protest over a newspaper 
advertisement published by the 
US Embassy in Colombo. The 
controversial newspaper adver-
tisement had called for appli-
cations from NGOs for what it 
called a ‘citizenship program’.

It is a blatant interference 
in domestic affairs which no 
country would allow a foreign 
mission to indulge in. Be it 
the Americans or the British, 
no foreigner need to teach our 
people how to vote or exercise 
their democratic franchise. Sri 
Lanka had had universal fran-
chise since 1931 and, therefore, 
there was no need for foreign 
countries to educate Sri Lank-
ans on elections.

Crocodile tears

The US is one country 
which was 'extremely' wor-
ried about the recent unfor-
tunate incidents. They issue a 
plethora of statements even for 
an isolated incident of a minor 
attack on a mosque, forgetting 
the loads of garbage in their 
own backyards. The US sheds 
crocodile tears for Muslims as 
if they themselves are saints 
and had taken good care of 
Muslims living in the US.

Around 50 mosques in the 
US has been attacked since 
the 9/11 attack but hardly 
anybody talks about this. The 
biggest joke is that the coun-
try in which a large number 
of Muslims places of worship 
had been attack shed crocodile 
tears on an isolated incident in 
Sri Lanka and pontificates to 
us on religious harmony.

If one considers 2010 alone, 
there had been at least 15 
attacks on Muslim places of 
worship in the US during that 
year. Things have aggravated 
after the US Patriot Act was 
signed into law allowing the 

attorney general to detain 
non-citizens suspected of ter-
rorism without a warrant, and 
authorised new surveillance 
guidelines for US law enforce-
ment agencies.

Among the attacks or dis-
crimination that had been 
carried out aiming at Muslim 
religious places in 2010 alone 
were in Bella Vista, Arkansa 
(in September 2010 when the 
Bella Vista City Council met 
to consider banning the con-
struction of mosques and the 
practice of Sharia Law within 
city limits), Arizona State’s 
Glendale (in August 2010 
when two men threw an acid 
bomb at a mosque - target-
ing mosque officials standing 
nearby), Phoenix, Arizona (in 
August 2010 when vandals 
threw paint on the floor, shot 
out windows, and wrote anti-

Muslim slurs on the walls of 
a local mosque), Costa Mesa, 
California (in January 2010 
when burned and desecrated 
copies of the Quran were left 
at a mosque on separate occa-

sions), Lomita, California (in 
March 2010 when the City 
Council denied a request for 
a zoning change that would 
have allowed a local mosque 
to its expand its facilities due 
to alleged traffic concerns 
even though a traffic study 
concluded that the proposed 
expansion would not increase 
traffic and the city’s commu-
nity development director).

Vandalism

The other discriminat-
ing events in the US in 2010 
were reported in Madera, 
California (in August 2010 
when vandals threw a brick at 
a local mosque and left signs 
outside that read, 'Wake up 
America, the enemy is here' 
and 'No temple for the god of 
terrorism').

Mission Viejo, California 
(in January 2010 when a 
religious display was vandal-
ized with spray paint and an 
anti-Muslim message was left 
on the Islamic portion of an 
interfaith display).

Sacramento, California (in 
August 2010 when a plas-
tic pig inscribed with No 
Mosque in NYC, 'Remember 
9-11', and 'Mo-Ham-ed' was 
left in a mosque's mailbox).

Bridgeport (in August 
2010 when picketers targeted 
a mosque during Ramadan 
and shouted “murderers” and 
“Jesus hates Muslims” at wor-
shippers, including children).

Florida, Gainesville (in July 
2010 when protestors outside 
of a local mosque carried 
signs declaring that 'Islam is 
the devil') and several other 
similar incidents in Jackson-
ville, Miami, Georgia, Detroit, 
East Lansing, Missouri, Cor-
vallis and Knoxville.

These are a ‘few’ of the 
many attacks on the Muslim 
community in the US.

Hence, it is crystal clear 
that the US does not practice 
what it preaches. They pre-
tend as if they are greatly per-
turbed by a small incident in 
Sri Lanka when much larger 
scale violence against Mus-
lims had been reported with-
in their own country. Hence, 
it is obvious that certain 
Western countries are using 
the unfortunate incidents in 
Aluthgama and Beruwala 
to strengthen their political 
agenda against Sri Lanka.

Achievement

The UNHRC panel which 
had been appointed to investi-
gate alleged abuses of human 
rights too has taken these 
isolated incidents to paint a 
gloomy picture on Sri Lanka.

The Government has reit-
erated its position on the 
proposed UN Investigation 
that it is not ready to accept 
an investigation mandated 
by the UN Human Rights 
Council. Minister of External 
Affairs Professor G.L. Peiris 
has already made clear the 
Government stance.

Although Sri Lanka is ready 
to discuss acceptable condi-
tions, the Government which 
has been elected by the people 
is not ready to be made equal 
with a terrorist organisation 

which had brutally killed 
thousands of hapless civilians. 
The country is implementing 
an identical methodology for 
rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion activities.

Several rehabilitated former 
LTTE combatants are now 
in the main stream politics 
while some others have been 
recruited to the Security 
Forces. That alone is a vic-
tory and a major achievement 
in Sri Lanka’s determined 
bid towards national recon-
ciliation. But the West could 
not talk on human rights of 
the LTTE terrorists killed 
in action in the guise of 
strengthening national recon-
ciliation.

The Government is not 
ready to accept the Tamil 
National Alliance (TNA) 
as the sole representative of 
the Tamil community in the 
country. When the LTTE was 
at its best, its leader Velupillai 
Prabhararan forced the Tam-
ils to accept that his ruthless 
terror outfit as the sole repre-
sentative of Tamils. The TNA 
seniors acted as mere puppets 
then and were remote-con-
trolled by Prabhakaran from 
his jungle hideout.

Solution

But once the LTTE was mil-
itarily crushed, signaling lib-
eration to over half a million 
Tamils who had been forcibly 
held as a human shield, the 
TNA wanted the grab that 
title. Political freedom to the 
TNA was given after the Secu-
rity Forces crushed the LTTE. 
But since then, the TNA 
has been making a separate 
attempt to claim that they are 
the sole representative of the 
Tamils.

It is furthest from the truth. 
More than half of the coun-
try’s Tamils live outside the 
North and the East and most 
of them are affiliated to dif-
ferent political parties, other 
than the TNA. Hence, the 
TNA has no right whatsoever 
to claim as the sole represen-
tative of the Tamils.

The Government has 
entrusted the Parliamentary 
Select Committee to find a 
solution to the grievances of 
the people living in the North 
and the East. Granting an 
undue priority to the TNA 
would be detrimental to the 
interests of other political par-
ties that represent the Tamil 
people in the country. Any 
solution the grievances of the 
Tamils should be in consulta-
tion with the TNA as well 
as the other political parties 
which are representing Tamils.

The democratically elected 
leaders of country are mak-
ing every endeavor to further 
strengthen solidarity among 
all communities. 

They are working tirelessly 
to achieve national reconcili-
ation and an honorable peace 
that is acceptable to all com-
munities. 

The West should not force 
anything on us and let Sri 
Lanka find its own solutions 
to whatever the problems 
it faces, just as the country 
made its own successful battle 
to crush terrorism.

Opinion

By K.M.H.C.B. Kulatunga

Thirty Tamil girls who joined the Sri Lanka Army passed out last week at the Security Forces headquarters in Mullaitivu.
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Atrocities by LTTE terrorists
July 6 - July 12

It is still fresh in people’s minds how LTTE terrorists 
carried out some of the most brutal bomb attacks and 
massacred Sinhala, Tamil and Muslim civilians during 
their three-decades of terror.

      This Sunday Observer graphic series highlights how the Tigers 
carried out brutal act of terror acts in the guise of so-called  liberation 
until they were crushed militarily by our valiant Security 
Forces by May 18, 2009.

The freedom enjoyed by one and all today had been achieved due 
to the supreme sacrifices by the Security Forces, 
the political sagacity of  President Mahinda Rajapaksa and the 
military strategies of Defence Secretary Gotabaya Rajapaksa.

GRAPHIC BY MAHIL WIJESINGHE

      July 6, 1991: A group of LTTE terrorist armed with firearms and 
sharp weapons raided Puttur Muslim village in Polonnaruwa. In a 
house-to-house attack the terrorists hacked 14 civilians including 
women and children after brutally torturing them. Police found 
four survivors with serious cut wounds. Over 50 terrorists participated 
in this cowardly attack on unarmed civilians. 

      July 6, 1991: On the same night that they butchered a Muslim 
village in Polonnaruwa, LTTE terrorists attacked Karpola and 
Manapitiya Sinhala villages and hacked nine civilians to death. The 
terrorists first abducted the victims and a robbed a van belonging 
one of the victims, and then tortured them to death by
chopping away their limbs,  at an isolated place. 

      July 6, 1992: Nine Sinhala fishermen fishing at Karapola lake 
and the owner of the Manampitiya vadiya who came in his 
Delica van were abducted by terrorists and nine of them 
were killed. One fisherman escaped and informed the 
Manampitiya detachment. 

      July 6, 1992: Terrorists publicly shot dead 10 Tamil lorry drivers
and a woman in Parayanakulam, Vauvnia alleging that they  
passed information to Security Forces.  

      July 6, 2002: Two persons were killed by an armed LTTE gang at 
Soruwila, Aralagamwila in the Polonnaruwa district. A group of 
25 armed men surrounded the house of LTTE deserter Thiagarasa 
Premadasa at night and hurled a grenade killing Premadasa and 
a woman in the house.

     July 7, 2004: Four people were killed while 
nine were injured when LTTE terrorists 
attempted to assassinate Minister Douglas 
Devananda at Kollupitiya. However, the 
female suicide bomber could not achieve 
her target. 

     July 7, 2006: The house of a Norwegian journalist who exposed 
the corruption of an LTTE leader, Yogaraja Balasingham, rigging the 
last Oslo municipal election, was hit with bullets. Bullets from a small 
calibre gun shattered the windows and damaged the furniture of 
Nina Johnsrud's house. It made headlines in the Norwegian media. 

     July 8, 1985: The first attempt to 
conduct peace talks with the 
Government and the LTTE failed in 
Bhutan. The LTTE terrorists were
never sincere whenever they came
to the negotiating table and used
all such attempts to strengthen
their military ability.  

     July 8, 1986: A group of armed LTTE terrorists attacked Monkey 
Bridge village, Trincomalee and killed 15 Sinhala civilians including 
women and children.

     July 9, 1986: LTTE terrorists 
armed with swords, machetes 
and clubs stormed Mullipothana
village in Trincomalee district
during the night. 16 civilians, 
largely women and children were
killed. The child victims were 
clubbed to death by the terrorists 
while their parents had been 
hacked.  

     July 10, 2007: Amnesty International (AI) slammed the LTTE for not 
living up to its pledge to stop recruiting children and release  
child cadres charging that over 1,500 such recruits still remained 
within the terrorist outfit.

     July 11, 1998: One civilian was shot dead while several others 
were wounded by LTTE terrorists in Nugalanda, Ampara

     July 11, 2006:  The Sri Lanka Monitoring Mission revealed that the 
LTTE had violated the ceasefire on 3,754 occasions since February
2002. Nearly half of the violations related to child recruitment. 
Up to date, the SLMM had received 7,308 complaints 
against the LTTE

     July 11, 2007: Tiger terrorists killed several soldiers and civilians 
in a tense battle but the advancing troops in the East managed to 
crush LTTE power and liberate Thoppigala.

     July 11, 2008: At least four civilians were killed and 25 others 
were wounded when LTTE terrorists opened fire at a passenger 
bus plying from Monaragala towards Kataragama, between the 50th 
and 51st mile posts along the Buttala-Kataragama main road. Two 
females and a 12-year old child were  among those killed.  The incident 
took place just 10  kilometres away from Kataragama town.

     July 12, 2006: LTTE  spokesperson Daya
Master crossed from North Vavuniya into 
cleared territory and was rushed to  a private 
hospital in Colombo under military escort 
for urgent surgery.
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     July 9, 2006: Security personnel in Vavuniya recovered 
a haul of explosives consisting of P4 type 15 kilograms of high 
power explosives, four hand grenades, three T56 magazines and 
three belts used by LTTE cadres.

     July 10, 2000: Four villagers were killed and a Buddhist monk 
received injuries when LTTE terrorists fired mortars at the 
Vilgamvehera detachment in Trincomalee.

     July 10, 2006: LTTE terrorists mingling with fishermen fired at 
troops on route clearing duties at the Suriyakattakadu lake in 
Mannar. The terrorists fled the scene when troops retaliated.
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