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I had a passion for 
sewing from my young 
days. I joined the Sing-
er Fashion Academy in 
Kandy completed my 
diploma and started 
my career as a designer 
by sewing clothes for 
myself. I have gained 
lots of experience 
through competitors 
and serving custom-
ers. I'm currently studying Fashion Designing at 
the Lanka Institute of Fashion Technology and 
hope to serve Sri Lanka in a fashionable way and 
launch a label on an international level.

I would like to thank my mother, my brother 
for without their support I would never have 
been a successful designer.
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DESIGNER OF THE YEAR 2014 Danushka Weerasinghe    - 8,047
Randika Perera          -  7,992
Shehara Goonewardene    -  7,808
Natalie Goonetilleke    -  7,699
Randima Wijesundera     -  6,988
Udeni Randima   -  6,507
Eranga Wickramasinghe   -  6,411
Pinidu Milan  -  5,844
Chammi Gayashri         -  5,473
Oshani Wijetunge        -  4,872
Pavithra Paramasivarajan  -  4,643
Sharmika Malwatte       -  4,279
Maneesha Wijesundara                          -   3,122
Randima Samarasekara  - 1,021

Rs: 5000
Tickets

Finale on 
August
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Voting closes
 at 12 noon on 
Friday August 29

Most Popular Contestant

Name of the Contestant : ...................................................

............................................................................................

Name of the Sender ...........................................................

............................................................................................

Address : ............................................................................

............................................................................................

Telephone No : ...................................................................

Dress Designer of the Year 2014

Please mail to: 

The  countdown 
begins

As a fashion designer, I have enjoyed every 
step of my chosen career over the past 23 years. 
It has been the most rewarding journey in my 
life. I have seen in recent years an incredible 
change in the industry. A boom in the number 
of designers in the industry. Design schools, 
fashion designers, competitions etc being the 
platform for their beginning. Fortunately or 
more unfortunately most of them have lost it in 
the process of not really knowing who or what 
a designer is.

The form of ‘copy’ exists so much. Copying 

another person's design does not make you a 
fashion designer. Create, set your standard and 
most of all ‘IDENTITY’ is vital. You need to be 
a recognised as a designer who sets a trend. My 
advice is be yourself, create, it is what you see, 
what your vision is, that we see in the clothing 
you create.It is the most wonderful feeling to 
create your own and not copy anothers design. 
The greatest feeling is seeing someone else wear 
your designs.

Wishing all up and coming designers the 
best in their career.

Michael Wijesuriya

Erandee Fernando
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A past pupil of Musaeus 
College, I am currently 
studying fashion designing 
at Raffles Design Institute 
in Colombo. To me fashion 
represents elegance and 
sophistication. I believe fash-
ion is an important way to 
express who we are, and that 
it can make us happy, that it's 
a fun experience and that it's 
a form of art. Your body is your canvas and you 
can express yourself through it. I have previously 
taken part in a few local and international fashion 
design competitions and I'm thrilled to be a part of 
the Sunday Observer Fashion Designer of the Year 
2014 competition. I will be showcasing my designs 
in four categories, namely Bridal Wear, Evening 
Wear, Casual Wear and Kid's Wear.

Bineri Sachenra
I am 22 years and a Fashion 

design and product develop-
ment student at the University 
of Moratuwa. I had a passion 
for fashion designing, graphic, 
sketching and handicraft during 
my school days. I am happy to 
have been selected for the Sun-
day Observer Fashion Designer 
of the Year 2014 contest. I like 
to incorporate innovative ideas 
which will reflected in the cat-
egories I have chosen – Evening Wear, Office Wear, 
Sports Wear, Swimwear, Casual Wear and Saree Wear. 
I am inspired by Gothic, Nautical, Sri Lankan mask 
and 80s Fashion. Currently as part of my degree pro-
gram I work as an intern at Orient Design at Ratma-
lana and as a freelance graphic designer. My dream is 
to launch my label ‘Pavi's’ internationally.

Pavithra Paramasivarajan

The weeks have swiftly flown by and the 
countdown for the grand finale begins today. 
The feverish excitement among the contes-

tants is unbelievable. Who will be the lucky winner 
to win the Sunday Observer Dress Designer of the 
Year 2014 and who will carry off the prestigious 
trophy as the Sunday Observer Most Popular Con-
testant. The answer will come alive on August 31. 
The frenzied last minute adjustments to the design-
ers’ clothes is the order of the day now among the 
contestants and our advice to them is to be calm 
and collected and things will run smoothly for 
them. Follow this advice of leading designers who 
never get ruffled when presenting their shows.

We received many calls for tickets and all we can 
say is that the Rs. 5,000 tickets are moving  fast. So 
hurry and don't be left out in the cold. A few tickets 
are available at Sterling Flowers, Semage Mirrors 
and the GOH Colombo. For further details contact 
0777305771. Make sure you are at the finale to 
cheer your winner to victory.

This week as you can see Danushka Weerasinghe  
is heading the Vote Count for the Sunday Observer 
Most Popular Contestant. Next week the winners 
name will be announced at the show. Be prepared!

The sponsors for this once-in-year contest are 
Mihin Lanka, Daily News, GOH Colombo, Ster-
ling Flowers, Ferla Apparel Tech, Semage Mirros, 
KIK Cola, Pantene, Olay, Gillette, Brandix, Lanka 
Hemess and e-tel.

Pavithra Paramasivarajan

 – Fashion Consultant, Michael The Studio
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