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Montage

Sunday, Sept 14
Beat Drummers – Bishop's College 
Auditorium – 6.30 p.m.
Coda – Colombo Hilton – 7 p.m.
Oriental Trio – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia – 7 p.m.
Sam Dayaratne – Waters Edge – 7 p.m.
Violin Duet – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Norma'n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Aubrey Weiman – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
DJ Arcadia - Sky, Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Circle Acoustic – FDO's  - 8 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury – Poolside – 7 p.m.
Soul and Cool Sweat – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Monday, Sept 15
Rebecca and Rohana – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Rebels – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Perfect Combination – Colombo Hilton - 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept 16
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Violin Duet – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Audio Squad R+B Disco – 8 p.m.
Jam Lab – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Sept 17
Mintaka – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8 p.m.
Replay – Colombo Courtyard – 8 p.m.
Flame – Margarita Blue, Galadari – 9 p.m.
Jam Lab - Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Shaman and RCC - 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Warren & Rozette – Colombo Hilton – 8 p.m.
Misty – R & B Disco – 8 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Jazz Trio – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Flame – Margarita Blue – 9 p.m.
Thursday, Sept 18
Rock Steady – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Cool Sweat – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel
Fire – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando/Circles Acoustic – FDOs – 8 p.m.
Margarita Blue, Galadari Hotel – 9 p.m.
Shaman – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Dee Zone – R & B Disco – 8 p.m.
Friday, Sept 19
Sing-a-long with the Family – Women's 
International Club – 6.30 p.m.
Mintaka-Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Crossroads – Margarita Blue, Galadari Hotel – 9 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
RCC – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Audio Squad – R+B Disco – 8 p.m.
Saturday, Sept 20
Apache Indian – Taj Samudra North Lawn – 6 p.m.
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Crossroads – Margarita Blue, Galadari Hotel – 9 p.m.
Collective Colours – Colombo Hilton – 7 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs. - 8 p.m.
Cool Sweat – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury Poolside – 7 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Deezone – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Kevin & Burn – R+B Disco – 8 p.m.
Norma'n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk

Happenings

Yuddhaya Hamaraya
Author: Senaratne 
Weerasinghe
Prabha Publishers, 
Veyangoda

Reviewed by R. S. 
Karunaratne

Senaratne Weerasinghe's 
latest book Yuddhaya 
Hamaraya is the 

authentic Sinhala translation 
of the controversial Greek 
author Vassilis Vassilikos's 
path-breaking novel Z.

Vassilikos shot to fame 
with his novel Z because of 
its political intrigue set in 
modern day Greece. The 
novel has been translated 
into more than 40 languages 
and a film has been made 
based on its story. 

Being a left-of-centrre 

novelist, Vassilikos follows 
the Marxist tradition and 
produces caricatures los-
ing sight of artistic goals. 
However, he remembers that 
he is first of all a novelist. 
He accepts experimental 
techniques as compatible 
with his didactic purpose as 
by no means an intrusion of 
form into content.

Lyrical powers

In Z, Vassilikos demon-
strates his storytelling and 
lyrical powers. He weaves 
facts with poetic fantasy and 
produces a texture peopled 
with different characters. 
The pages of the novel are 
replete with images. Then 
there are other wordly spir-
its, voices from the dead 
and great birds with human 

souls. All of them hark back 
to Olympian gods. He is a 
novelist with a rich imagi-
nation. That is perhaps the 
chief attraction of his novel.

Vassilikos’ writings expose 
his philosophy of life. He 
makes the point that man 
chooses his own destiny and 
he is not at the mercy of any 
outside force. 

He is perhaps echoing 
some aspects of Greek phi-
losophy. Although there is 
a death wish in everyone 
of us, we can choose not to 
yeied to it and opt for life 
and freedom.

Murder

The novel is based on the 
murder of the Greek social-
ist deputy Lambrakis in 
Salonika before the advent of 

the regime of the colonels in 
1967. Its strength was based 
on a shrewd understanding 
of the dynamics of cold-
blooded behind-the-scene 
political manipulations. At 
the end of the novel, the 
fates of those involved are 
told. 

As is evidenced today, 
evil is handsomely rewarded 
and decency carries a heavy 
price. One price is exile. 
This seems to be the Greek 
solution to political prob-
lems. Vassilikos lived in 
exile when his novel Z was 
banned in his own country.

Weerasinghe's translation 
of the novel Z will help Sin-
hala readers to come to grips 
with a leading Greek novelist 
and his novel. This will open 
new vistas for local novelists 
and critics.

The price of 
decency

Dasa Maha Yodhayo
Author: 
Dr. Sri Nissanka Perera
Publisher: 
Sarasavi Publishers, 
Nugegoda

Reviewed by 
Prof. Jayadeva Tilakasiri

The fifth edition of 
Dasa Maha Yodhayo 
is indeed a very valu-

able service to the reading 
public as regards the pre-
sentation of the legendary 
and heroic warriors of the 
faith including King Dutuge-
munu's reign, presented by 
the author Dr. Siri Nissanka 
Perera, now retired from 
the Department of Cultural 
Affairs Asst.Director, and as 
external Editor of the Sin-
hala Encyclopedia.

He has a good knowledge 
of the subject and the related 
topics, the basics of the writ-
ings of articles.

He has taken up the sub-
ject for authoritative treat-
ment with his maturity of 
reading and learning as an 

experienced government 
teacher intending to give 
to all readers including the 
youth as well as the aged. 

It was his main aim to 
impart the knowledge to 
the youth as they were keen 
to read and appreciate the 
past heritage of our youth 
and their contribution to the 
growth of the land from the 
earlier periods.

This valued writing on 
the subject has earned the 
approval and esteem of the 
Educational Publication 
Board for several reasons 
such as an essential read-
ing material for students 
of schools and pirivenas 
in their studies and also to 
make readers understand the 
country's glorious past when 
foreign invaders threatened 
our land and the troupes 
and fighters of our land rose 
in defence of the island.

Style

Although written in an 
easy style the books and 
booklets dealing with the 

threats and invasions had 
a very useful effect as the 
younger generation had to 
join in the fight against forc-
es from far-off lands includ-
ing India and even warriors 
from European lands.

The local forces rose to 
the occasion and the lit-
erature records their fights 
which brought the country 
under foreign forces.

Literature

It was indeed the fighting 
spirit of our local forces that 
saved the country and ulti-
mately brought peace and 
sanity. 

The country though 
invaded survived and our 
valiant soldiers defended 
the land under kings such as 
Dutugemunu who inspired 
the talented fighters.

 The kings and the rul-
ers who ruled the country 
revived the fighting forces 
and it is said that the 10 
marked men gave the lead 
in defence was never foreign 
invasions threatened.

In addition to classical 
literature, the learned men 
of the country began to nar-
rate and record the deeds of 
the mighty whose legendary 
and hostile records are also 
recorded. 

Along with the develop-
ment of the literature there 
also arose the need to record 
their mighty deeds.

The heroic deeds of King 
Dutugemunu and his fight-
ers are vividly described in 
the book. King Dutugemunu 
led the forces and encour-
aged the followers not only 
to defend the country but 
help in recording. The 
details in books.

Before ending this above 
abort account we have to 
refer even briefly to the 
many writings on various 
materials and also on stone 
inscriptions.

The publication of these 
booklets and the valuable 
map and records of the 
marching soldiers would 
also elevate the vigorous and 
heroic spirit of young and 
old in the years to come.

A book that elevates 
heroic spirit

H a l a l i y e 
K a r u n a t h i l a k e ' s 
Budun Sarana Giya 
Devathavo will be 
launched at the 
Sahitha Poth Piyasa 
Bookshop, Wijerama 
Road Gangodawila, 
Nugegoda today at 
10 a.m.

Award-win-
ning author 
Jayakody Sen-
eviratne's Sin-
hala novel Chuti 
Vedarala was 
launched at the 
Dayawansa Jaya-
kody Bookshop, 
Colombo 10 
recently. It is a 
Dayawansa Jaya-
kody publica-
tion.

Book launch

Budun 
Sarana 
Giya
Devathavo

Chuti Vedarala
I trust in you, my Lord!
Earth's joys are fleeting
Its glories soon pass away
There is change and decay
In all that we see in and around
When friends and relatives
Fail to soothe and comfort me
I count on you in my solitude and silence
You are there beside me as my only Helper!
Our solitary lives ebb away day after day
It's difficult to discern what's in store for me
Days go by so swiftly more than we can ever imagine!
Willy-nilly, we are drawing closer to our end.
Please Lord dwell with me in all my days!
So, no terrors or woes can befall me
Tears and joys are part of my life, O Lord!
Your goodness and grace ever pervade me
No foe can harm if you shower on me blessings
Bitterness and tears afflict our earthly lives
I fear no enemies, when travails distress me
I triumph when you are beside me, O Lord!
I am with you in your presence every moment
Your blessings assuredly baffle satanic power
Do guard and guide me always, my dearest Lord!
In darkness, cloud and sunshine ever abide with me!

- Christie Fernando

Polly and 
Pearl

Along with the first rays of the sun,
I heard some birds chirp
When I looked through my little window
I saw two cute little birds.
They hopped on the ground, flew around trees
Touched each other’s beaks.
Polly and Pearl I christened them at once
A lovely couple, I mused.
Dried leaves they carried, sticks and coir
Building a nest, I knew
Where they made it, I couldn’t surmise.
Their “dove-cote”, the little nest.
I missed their chirp just a few days
Until I heard it one day
But it was only Polly’s alone
And a melancholy chirp it was.
Polly has changed for he neither played
Nor hopped and flew about,
Looking forlorn chirping alone
A pitiful sight it brought.
Some mishap must have happened to Pearl
He is happy no more.
It is life, whether man or animal
I wiped away my tears.

- Lalitha Somathilaka

Kuwenigala
Expelled from the palace
By prince Vijaya
Kuweni with two children
Isolated in the thick jungle
Roaming here the there
With ragged clothes
Eating fruit and leaves
Destitute came to the destination
Under a high rock
Stubborn, Kuweni
Came to a decision
The three jumped from the summit
But leaving the heart of the angel
On the summit

-Wijerathne Dahigamuwa

Abide 
with me

On flat green leaves
Floating atop, stagnant
Muddy sludge of water
Where fish come up
Breathing, emanating
Bubbles burst on air
In between the purple lotus

Spreads, balances on water
Colour brilliant shading
Edges of the petals
As insects cling on colour
Ripples dark quickly around
As water birds step on
Trampling the leaves green

Again nature balances
When moonlights up
The placed night brings
Comfort amidst its gleam

- Miran Perera

The purple lotus

nalaka
so-Back


