
Carbon dioxide is 
being accumulated 
in the atmosphere at 

the fastest rate since records 
began, as scientists warn 
that the oceans and forests 
may have absorbed so much 
CO2 that their crucial func-
tion as “carbon sinks” is now 
severely threatened.

The jump in atmospheric 
CO2 is partly the result of 
rising carbon emissions as 
the world burns ever-more 
fossil fuels, according to the 
latest World Meteorological 
Organisation report, which 
finds the concentration of 
carbon increased by near-
ly three parts per million 
(ppm) to 396ppm last year.

But, crucially, preliminary 
data in the report indicates 
that the jump could also be 
attributed to “reduced CO2 
uptake by the Earth’s bio-
sphere” – the first time the 
effectiveness of the world’s 
great carbon sinks has been 
scientifically called into 
question.

Scientists said they were 
puzzled and extremely 
concerned by prospect of 
reduced absorption of the 
world’s oceans and plants, 
which they cannot explain 
and which threatens to 
accelerate the build-up of 
heat-trapping greenhouse 
gases in the atmosphere if 
the trend continues. “That 
carbon dioxide concentra-
tions continued to surge 
upwards last year is worry-
ing news,” said Prof. Dave 
Reay, of the University of 
Edinburgh.

“Of particular concern is 
the indication that carbon 
storage in the world’s forests 
and oceans may be faltering. 
So far these ‘carbon sinks’ 
have been locking away 
almost half of all the carbon 
dioxide we emit,” Prof. Reay 
added.

“If they begin to fail in 
the face of further warming 
then our chances of avoiding 
dangerous climate change 
become very slim indeed.”

The plants and the oceans 

each typically absorb about 
a quarter of humanity’s 
CO2 emissions every year, 
with the other half going 
into the atmosphere, where 
it can remain for hundreds 
of years.

The last time there was a 
reduction in the biosphere’s 
ability to absorb carbon was 
in 1998, a year in which 
extensive forest fires and 
dry weather killed off lots of 
plants, dealing a blow to the 
world’s carbon sink.

But Dr Oksana Tara-
sova, chief of the atmo-
spheric research division at 
the WMO, said this time 
it is much more worrying 
because there have been no 
obvious impacts on the bio-
sphere this year.

“This problem is very 
serious. It could be that the 
biosphere is already at its 
limit, or it may be close to 
reaching it. Or it may be that 
it just becomes less effective 
at absorbing carbon. But it’s 
still very concerning,” said 
Dr Tarasova. The worst-case 
scenario in which the carbon 
sink ceased to function at 
all would double the rate at 
which CO2 emissions accu-
mulate in the atmosphere, 
significantly increasing the 
fallout of climate change, 
such as storms, droughts 
and temperature increases, 
Dr Tarasova said.

The latest WMO survey 
packed a second environ-
mental punch – revealing 
that the oceans are currently 
acidifying at a rate that is 
unprecedented in the past 
300 million years.

This is because they are 
absorbing about 4kg of car-
bon dioxide for every per-
son on the planet, the report 
says.

The WMO’s findings 
intensified calls for co-
ordinated global action to 
limit global warming to 
2C, beyond which its con-
sequences become increas-
ingly devastating.

“We are running out 
of time. Past, present and 
future CO2 emissions will 
have a cumulative impact 
on both global warming and 
ocean acidification. 

The law of physics are 
non-negotiable,” said the 
WMO’s secretary-general 
Michel Jarraud. He added 
that, rather than rising, 
fossil fuel and other emis-
sions badly need to come 
down.“We have the knowl-
edge and we have the tools 
for action to try to keep tem-
perature increases within 2C 
to give our planet a chance 
and to give our children 
and grandchildren a future. 
Pleading ignorance can no 
longer be an excuse for not 
acting,” he said.

The total concentration 
of heat-trapping green-
house gases jumped to a 
record 479ppm in 2013, 
when methane and nitrous 
oxide is included. Plants and 
oceans: The carbon savers 
A carbon sink is anything 
that removes carbon dioxide 
(CO2) from the atmosphere 
and stores it, in a process 
known as carbon sequestra-
tion.
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Nestled among the 
lush palm fronds 
adjoining the 

Negombo lagoon, the tropi-
cal paradise ‘Suriya Resorts’ 
is the latest addition to the 
upmarket boutique hotels, 
ready to welcome visitors.

Built with an invest-
ment of Rs 950 million, 
this nine- acre hotel offers 
the visitors the total relax-
ation away from the hustle 
and bustle of city life. The 
62-room property operated 
by Suriya Luxury Resorts 
(Pvt) Ltd has 14 suites, six 
water chalets and 42 Deluxe 
rooms and is rated 4 + star 
category. It is staffed with 
well experienced team most 
with 5 star training experi-
ence.

“We will further develop 
the hotel and will add more 
room capacity. Under the 
second phase there will be 
20 water chalets added next 
year, Suriya Luxury Resort 

Deputy Chairman Nilan 
Suriyasena told the Sunday 
Observer. The ‘Water Bun-
galow’ is a unique feature 
and this is the first beach 
resort with it in Sri Lanka.

Suriya Resorts have been 
in commercial operation 
for the past two months 
and will have the gala open-
ing ceremony next month. 
So far the feedback has all 
been positive, he said.

The hotel is equipped 

with all the modern facili-
ties including a swimming 
pool, gym, spa, two res-
taurants and three bars. 
It also offers a fine dining 
restaurant by the river and 
a large pool with fibre optic 
lighting and Jacuzzi. The 
pool bar boundaries the 
river encircling the hotel. 
Suriya Luxury Resort has 
also a large garden with Eco 
friendly landscaping with 
natural vegetation.

“Having signed up with 
both local and foreign travel 
agents we expect to main-
tain an occupancy rate of 
around 90 percent.  Being 
open for online booking 
we hope to attract German 
and British markets and at 
present we hope to broaden 
our clientèle, Suriyasena 
said. We are also looking 
at Eastern Europe, China, 
Japan, Korea, India, Austra-
lia and USA targeting the 
up-market clients.

The lush tropical sur-
roundings make Suriya 
Resorts an ideal venue 
any important function. 
Recently a gathering for the 
Miss Sri Lanka finalists was 
held there.

“Though I am from this 
area, I did not know about 
this place. A friend of 
my father’s told me about 
Suriya Resort in Waikkal. 
When I visited the place 
the breathtaking beauty of 
it made me decide to hold 
the party here.  I am glad 
that I made that decision as 
this provides the ideal party 
atmosphere”, said Imaya 
Liyanage. Imaya Liyanage 

was crowned the winner 
of Miss Sri Lanka for Miss 
Earth 2014 on August 2. 

Her first beauty pageant 
contest was the Miss Sri 
Lanka for Miss World 2013 
and she ended up being 
among the top 12. Since 
then she started modelling 

professionally. She always 
wanted to be a model and 
take part in beauty pageants 
since she was a child. She 
had a dream to be a winner 
one day. Finally her wish 
came true. Hailing from 
Wennappuwa she schooled 
at Wennappuwa Holy Fam-
ily Convent.      

                 Pix: Thilak Perera

38 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2014

Spectrum

Suriya Resorts, a  tropical  
paradise  in Negombo 

Gold and Silver Breeze in Kandy
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Kandy came alive with the 'Gold and Sil-
ver Breeze' Dinner Dance held recently, 
organised by the PPA of Hillwood Col-

lege, Kandy. This much-talked-about-event 
was held at the Mahaweli Reach Hotel. Cen-
tral Province Governor Tikiri Kobbekaduwa 
was the chief guest who was accompanied by 
his wife. This high profile event of Kandy's 
entertainment calendar for 2014 was organ-

ised with the greater cause of donating major-
ity of the funds raised, to the college chapel 
renovation fund. Music was provided by 
Annesley Malawana and the Super Chimes 
together with the leading singer Judy de Silva. 
There were many competitions, gifts and sur-
prises including air tickets that were distrib-
uted to the lucky winners. 

It was a night to remember!

Carbon dioxide accumulates 
as seas struggle
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