
The annual Buddhist 
Literary Festival 
organised by the 

Young Men's Buddhist 
Association (YMBA) con-
cluded on a grand scale 
recently at the auditorium of 
the YMBA Headquarters in 
Borella.

The three-day festival 
included essay, poetry and 
singing competitions held 
on September 26, 27 and 
28 was highlighted with the 
all island Buddhist Short 
Drama competition. 

Amid numerous projects 
being carried out by the 
YMBA since it was set up in 
1898 to date the All Island 
Essay, Poetry and Sing-

ing Competition and the 
All Island Buddhist Short 
Drama Competition which 
was founded in 1981 are two 
main projects that attracted 
public praise for a long time. 

The event was jointly 

organised by the Sinhala 
Literary Committee and the 
Drama Committee of the 
YMBA. 

The program was handled 
by the Secretary of Sinhala 
Literary Committee Sunil 

Sirisena and YMBA Vice 
President Kusumabandu 
Samarawickrama under 
the patronage of President 
YMBA Suren Abayagunas-
ekara. 

Prof. Sunil Ariyaratne 
was the chief guest and  
Deputy General Manager 
(Sales) Sampath Bank Thar-
aka Ranwala was the guest 
of honour. 

Of the six short dramas 
selected for the last round 
students of Sri Punyodaya 
Damma School in Panadu-
ra won first place for their 
drama ‘Danduwama'. 

The second place was 
won by the students of 
Ananda Balika Vidya-
laya, Colombo 10 for their 
drama ‘Wasthra’ and third 
place was awarded to the 
drama ‘Miringu Diya’ by 
the students of Musaeus 
College, Colombo 7. 
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Montage

by Husna Inayathullah 

Ghost stories are interest-
ing and exciting. Everyone 
enjoys watching them. 
Ghosts usually give us a feel-
ing of the supernatural. 

While ghost stories are 
often explicitly meant to be 
scary, they have been written 
to serve all sorts of purposes 
from comedy to morality 
tales. 

Ghosts often appear in 
the narrative as sentinels or 
prophets of things to come. 
The belief in ghosts is found 
in all cultures around the 
world. 

Sandra Vinodini Hapuara-
chchi who has been living in 
England for the past 30 years 
has returned to Sri Lanka. 
She has produced her first 
teledrama Kalu Sewanella. It 
is a ghost story.

It will be on the small 
screen shortly. 

In an interview with Mon-
tage, Hapuarachchi speaks 
about her maiden teledrama.

Excerpts:
Question: How did 

you take to the teledrama 
industry?

Answer: I always wanted 
to produce a teledrama from 
my childhood. I got married 

to a doctor 30 years ago and 
went to England with my 
husband.

I studied Kandyan danc-
ing. Then I entered Harvard 
University, The United States 
in 1989. However I could 
not complete the course 
anyway. 

I could not do what I 
wanted from my childhood. 
I wanted to achieve some-
thing in the arts field. I used 
to write scripts and lyrics as 
a hobby.

Q: Can you tell some-
thing about your tele-
drama?

A: Kalu Sewanella is based 
on a 100- year-old Scottish 
mystery. The teledrama is 
directed by Diluka Prasad 
Gunetilake. 

The script was also writ-
ten by him. He completed 

the shooting of the tele-
drama in a month. The cos-
tumes were designed by me. 

Kalu Sewanella was shot 
in Nuwara Eliya because 
of its ideal climate and the 
environment that were simi-
lar to those of Scotland. 

The story begins in 
Dermsten with a murder. 

The story shows how 
the soul of the body takes 
revenge. 

The soul of a young girl 
of 25 suffers a lot from pain 
and anger. She wants to take 
revenge from her boyfriend 
who murdered her. 

There is a series of mys-
terious deaths taking place 
in the village. A detective 
tries to find out the reason 
behind the mysterious 
deaths of young girls in the 
village. 

We used a lot of new 
techniques. Some of them 
are animated trains, a wide 
angle camera with visual 
effects and a background 
depicting Scotland 100 years 
ago. For instance, the detec-
tives travel in horse carriages 
filled with lanterns.

Q: Are you planning to 
produce any other tele-
drama in the future?

A: My next teledrama will 
have Bollywood actors.
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Danduwama
wins � rst place  

 The Kusumabandu Samarawickrama Challenge Trophy for 
the Best Drama Producer was won by W.W.G. Perera presented 
by Deputy General Manager Sampath Bank Tharaka Ranwala. 
Kusumabandu Samarawickrama (second from left) and Suren 
Abayagunasekara (far right) are also in the picture. 

A scene from the drama ‘Dandu-
wama’ by Sri Punyodaya Damma 
School in Panadura that won first 
place at the All Island Buddhist 
Short Drama Competition. 

A scene of the drama ‘Wasthra’ 
that won the second place of the 
All Island Buddhist Short Drama 
Competition by the students of 
the Ananda Balika Viduhala, 
Colombo.

Kalu Sewanella

Ghosts on small screen

Sandra Vinodini Hapuarachchi

HerlpAge Sri Lanka 
in collaboration with the 
Royal College Group of 
2000 will present a char-
ity musical show titled “ 
Legends of Yesteryear” at 
Musaeus College audito-
rium, Colombo on Novem-
ber 1 at 6.30 p.m.

The musical Show will 
feature Sri Lanka’s top per-
formers such as Annesley 
Malawana, Dharmaratne 
Brothers, Ronnie Leitch, 
Corine Almeida, Mariazelle 
Goonetilleke, Anil Bhareti, 
Christopher Paul, Priyantha 
Fernando, Paul Fernando 

and Susil Fernando. The 
musical backing for all 
artists will be provided 
by “Annesley and Super 
Chimes. Vijaya Corea will 
compere the show.

HelpAge Sri Lanka is a 
non profit charity working 
on behalf of the Senior Citi-
zens in our country. 

This is the second time 
the HASL will conduct a 
musical show to raise funds 
to carry out its free medical 
services and also perform 
free cataract surgeries for 
needy Senior Citizens over 
55 years. “Annesley and 

Super Chimes has made all 
arrangements to give the 
audience again with their 
old hits Mango Nanda, 
Kalumama, Udarata NiLiya 
and Gon Wassa. 

The Dharmaratne Broth-
ers will present their favou-
rites Sahodarayo Hatarade-
na, Wessa Wahinawa and 
Varsity Kollo. Anil Bhareti 
will sing his popular Rosi 
Mage Rosi and Adave Iru-
dian and many more. 

Paul Fernando will pres-
ent a number of his 1970’ 
old hits to keep the audi-
ence entertained.

Legends of yesteryear
at Musaeus

Be 
straightforward

Straightforwardness,
A virtue that every individual
Should possess
To give of his best
To the welfare
Of society,
If a teacher is unable
To do his duties
Thoroughly well,
There’s no value
In his knowledge and
Methods of imparting it efficiently
‘Cos people will neither
Listen to him nor
Follow his advice…
The same holds true
Of all other professions:
When a person is equipped
With this virtue,
He gains complete
Faith and confidence
Of others all the time,
And also contributes much
To social progress

- Anjalie Chandima Silva

� e fall has 
come...

The fall has come, the fall has come 
Except the evergreens like pine 
Other's attired in their glorious hues 
Of shades of red, orange and yellow. 
The wind is blowing at times in fury 
Carrying with it the coloured glory;
The orange-red leaves of the maple tree 
Are they dancing in agony 
To bid adieu to their mother tree? 
The slender branches shudder and struggle 
As the gusty winds blow through...
One season has ended and another begun...
That's Mother Nature's role, you know. 
A few days pass, and the maple tree 
Us standing in stark nudity 
To brave the cold, dark wintry days,
In the hope of a warm distant spring. 
The naked boughs are silhouted 
Giving a lonely emptiness...
Will the hopes be fulfilled...
Of having an apparel of green
Seasons may come and seasons may go,
Nothing on earth would last long;
Birth, existence and final death
So strive utmost for Nirvanic bliss.
Note: Fall or autumn is the season after summer and
before winter, when fruit and crops become ripe
 and the leaves fall of the trees. 

- Piyawathie Jayasuriya
Tastes that 
matter

Sweet or sour
Hot or bitter
Difference matters
When tastes we prefer
Sins for a sinner
Sweet as sugar
For a while his life is
Hot and sour
But the truth is bitter
Crystal clear
That one day a sinner
Will regret and suffer

- Dilangani Fernando

Endowed with vision clear
Through knowledge of eight fold path
And virtuous conduct in variety of ways
A perfect blend
Of head and heart qualities
Wisdom and virtue
Vijja Carana sampanno’
Blameless purified
Reaching that excellent place of 
peace and safety
Deathless Nibbana
Enunciating rightly, you only spoke
Fitting worlds in the fitting place
This auspicious and sublime
“Sugatha” the name befits you well
Knowing the world in all its 
ways complex
With Buddha's insight keep unparalleled
As being formation and location
Its essence birth arising and cessation
Experienced and penetrated them all
Unstintedly imparted it
To those who knew it not
Lokavidu’ – knower of all worlds
Of men subdued and tamed
A perfect guide, unequalled
Anuttaro purisa dhamma sarathi’
Kings and princess drunk with power
Murderers, villains, robbers and sinners,
Arrogant women, obsessed by beauty
And even animals wild, ferocious,
You tamed them all
As no one ever did before
Instructing gods and men alike
Of the life to come
And of the supreme goal ultimate
‘Satta deva manussanam'!

- J.P. Pathirana

� e knower 
of all worlds

I heartily wish
I can easily find
A hide-away
To a world of wonderment
Dreaming with a rapture
Of your cherubic face
As your demeanour
Captures my heart
With a redeeming quality
Of innocence
Poised with a rare-feat
Of composure
And I must truly confess

That teaching you
From the beginning
To the end
Was a pleasurable commitment
And it surely
Made my heart light
Like a carefree butterfly
Flying and somersaulting
In the azure sky
Though all good things
Must come to an end
And for parting
I was, perhaps

Ill – prepared
Leaving me with a heavy heart
Allowing me only
A little comfort
When I am left alone
To ruminate about you
Mingling with joyful memories
Which ironically
Culminate with a piercing pain

- Ranjan M. Amarasinghe

An ode to a mischievous 
student 
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