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Montage

Seventeen-year-old Dan-
angi Fernando will take 
to the stage on Novem-

ber 5 to mesmerise her 
audience at her solo dance 
concert Narthana Pooja. 

Fernando, a differently 
abled child born with Down 
Syndrome is a student of the 
Diri Daru Piyasa she will 
entertain the audience with 
a wide range of dance items 
from traditional Kandyan 
and Bharatha dancing to 
modern fusion dances. 

Dancing since the tender 
age of six, Fernando who 
is a student of Kala Guru 
Miranda Hemalatha, has 
presented dance concerts 
in the past as well. Her first 
solo dance performance was 
at the age of 11, under her 
guru's guidance.

Since then, Fernando has 
gone on to stage two more 
performances, donating over 
1.3 million towards the Diri 
Daru Piyasa, the organisa-
tion set up by Kala Guru 

Miranda Hemalatha for the 
development of differently 
abled children. 

Fernando's concerts not 
only thrill her audience, 
but also carry the powerful 
message to all parents and 
families of differently abled 
children, that with proper 
training and perseverance, 
they can nurture their 
inborn abilities and talents. 

Training centre

All funds raised at this 
year's Narthana Pooja will 
be used to complete the 
vocational training centre 
and hostel currently  under 
construction at Kindelpitiya, 
Bandaragama. 

The increasing number of 
students, most of whom fol-
low classes free due to finan-
cial constraints has created 
the need for expanding the 
present vocational centre. 
The complex is dedicated 
towards the development of 

children born with Down 
Syndrome. 

Children born with Down 
syndrome are not handi-
capped but gifted in many 
ways. 

However, the day-to-day 
tasks many take for granted, 
pose a great challenge to 
many of these children. 
Systematic training and 
guidance from an early age 
would enable these chil-
dren to grow up to become 
independent and confident 
citizens attaining this goal, a 
permanent institution where 
special children could be 
taught music, dancing and 
other vocational training 
would be instrumental.

The successful conclusion 
of the first stage of the proj-
ect saw the completion of 
the first storey of the hostel 
complex with eight rooms 
with facilities. 

As the second stage con-
struction of the vocational 
centre has now commenced, 

which on completion will 
house several classrooms 
and facilities to train and 
teach the many children 
who currently attend ses-
sions at the institution. 

Social skills 

The centre will commence 
programs that help these 
children learn and advance 
intellectually whilst develop-
ing their social skills which 
would help them integrate 
into society. 

The variety of programs 
comprising simple house-
hold chores and vocational 
skills conducted here range 
from agriculture, animal 
husbandry, handicrafts, 
making mats, greeting cards, 
simple carpentry arts, danc-
ing, music, sewing, cookery 
and flower arrangements. 

The centre works towards 
identifying differently abled 
children's inborn abili-
ties and working towards 

enhancing and fine-turning 
them. 

The emphasis remains 
on providing a method of 
livelihood for these children, 
and ensuring that they have 
an activity that keeps them 

occupied while helping them 
become truly independent 
citizens in society. 

Narthana Pooja will go on 
the boards on November 5 
at the Bishop's College Audi-
torium at 6 p.m. 

Private art galleries are 
a common sight in 
the developed world. 

Well-known artists have put 
up their own galleries which 
are open even on holidays to 
cater to the art loving public. 
These galleries are very pop-
ular among art connoisseurs 
because of their accessibility 
and homeliness. 

Public art galleries, on 
the other hand, are open on 
specific days and they open 
only when there is an exhi-
bition. Private art galleries 
have a special attraction to 
the viewer as they are more 
user-friendly. 

These galleries can be 
seen in Sweden, Switzerland, 
Finland, France, Italy , Ger-
many and other developed 
countries. At some of these 
galleries it is mandatory for 
the viewer to view certain 
creations from a distance. 
Visitors are not allowed to 
take photographs or touch 
the exhibits on display. 

Sri Lanka cannot boast of 
private art galleries except 
for a few that operate at the 
initiative of dedicated artists. 

One of these is Semage's 

Art Gallery at Lilian Ave-
nue, Station Road, Mount 
Lavinia. Situated in a highly 
residential area, the gallery 
is a welcome destination for 
local and foreign art lovers. 
As the artist is well-known 
in Sri Lanka and abroad, the 
art gallery is always full of 
visitors. 

Semage who shot to 
prominence from a humble 
newspaper illustrator to 
veteran painter has made it a 
point to display most of his 
acrylic, water colour, and oil 
on canvas paintings at the 
gallery. 

Some of the visitors are 
Sri Lankans working abroad. 
They in variably visit the 
gallery to purchase their 
favourite painter's art works 
to be taken back to their 
countries. 

What is so special about 
Semage's paintings is that 
they have the unmistakable 
Sri Lankan identity. On their 
next trip to Sri Lanka they 
will bring another Sri Lank-
an or a foreigner to show the 
grandeur of our art.

Most Sri Lankans buy 
Semage's paintings as they 

get reminded of their coun-
try's heritage. They appreci-
ate how Semage has done 
his paintings showing the 
country's cultural heritage. 

Brush strokes 

Appropriate colour com-
binations and dexterous 
brush strokes are his hall- 
mark. Their candid views 
can be seen in the visitors’ 
book kept at the Semage 
Gallery. 

Semage's Art Gallery is 
unique in that it is open 
throughout the year, includ-
ing government and mer-
cantile holidays. The original 
paintings sold out are imme-
diately replaced by new 
creations. Even the display 
of his paintings has its own 
identity. 

Although Semage Gal-
lery is in a highly residential 
area, the gallery itself is calm 
and quiet. Many visitors 
spend hours on end viewing 
the paintings as if they are 
meditating. 

In addition to the regular 
visitors, many schoolchil-
dren can be seen frequenting 

the gallery as no entrance 
fee is charged. 

Semage attributes his 
success to the style he 
has developed over the 
years. His unique style has 
attracted many art lovers to 
the gallery. A few months 
ago Semage held one of his 
solo exhibitions in Tokyo, 
Japan. He has been invited 
by another Japanese art lover 
to hold an exhibition in his 
country. 

What is remarkable is that 
Semage creates all his paint-
ings in his gallery. 

He also holds his art 
classes there on a regular 
basis. As a result, many 
people visit the gallery to see 
for themselves how an artist 
finishes his product. 

“You can learn a lot by 
viewing how an artist uses 
his brush than sitting in an 
art class. 

You will find it a new 
experience to see how the 
artist uses his brush, mix 
colours and gives life to 
his artwork,” said Semage 
turning to give the finishing 
touches to one of his latest 
paintings.

A conference followed by 
a documentary film screen-
ing will be held on Novem-
ber 8 and 9 at the National 
Film Corporation, Bauddha-
loka Mawatha, Colombo 7 
to mark the centenary of the 
First World War (1914-18) 
which ends with the Armi-
stice on November 11.

Apocalypse: World War 
One is a series of documen-

tary movies retracing the 
history of the war in five epi-
sodes. The Franco-Canadian 
television series by Isabelle 
Clarke and Daniel Costelle 
brings together well-known 
and unpublished period 
documents and chronicles 
the major events, based 
on images of restored and 
colourised archives (5 x 52’).

Dr. Amaury Lorin, French 
historian and journalist and 
guest speaker Prof. Dr. K.M. 
de Silva, Professor of His-
tory, Director, International 
Centre for Ethnic Studies 
will be the keynote speak-
ers of the conference titled 
‘Colonial troops in World 
War One: Global context, 
British Raj and Sri Lanka, 
1914-18.’ Admissions is free 
for the shows. The films 
are subtitled in English and 
more suitable for adults.

Sunday, Nov 2 
Coda – Colombo Hilton – 7 p.m.
Oriental Trio – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia – 7 p.m.
Sam Dayaratne – Waters Edge – 7 p.m.
Violin Duet – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Norma'n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Aubrey Weiman – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
DJ Arcadia - Sky, Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Circle Acoustic – FDO's  - 8 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury – Poolside – 7 p.m.
Soul and Cool Sweat – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.

Monday, Nov 3
Rebecca and Rohana – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Rebels – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Perfect Combination – Colombo Hilton - 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.

Tuesday, Nov 4
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Violin Duet – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Audio Squad R+B Disco – 8 p.m.
Jam Lab – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov 5 
Sing-a-long with Marians – Waters Edge – 8.00 p.m. 
Mintaka – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8 p.m.
Hi Life Exhibition – Cinnamon Lakeside Hotel 
– 10 a.m. - 8 p.m.
D-zone – Curve - 9 p.m.
Replay – Colombo Courtyard – 8 p.m.
Flame – Margarita Blue, Galadari – 9 p.m.
Jam Lab - Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Shaman and RCC - 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Warren & Rozette – Colombo Hilton – 8 p.m.
Misty – R & B Disco – 8 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Jazz Trio – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Flame – Margarita Blue – 9 p.m.

Thursday, Nov 6
Kool – Curve – 10 p.m. 
Rock Steady – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Cool Sweat – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel 
Fire – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando/Circles Acoustic – FDOs – 8 p.m.
Cross Roads, Margarita Blue, Galadari Hotel – 9 p.m.
Shaman – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Dee Zone – R & B Disco – 8 p.m.

Friday, Nov 7
Kool- Curve Bar – 10 p.m. 
Mintaka-Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Crossroads – Margarita Blue, Galadari Hotel – 9 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
RCC – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Audio Squad – R+B Disco – 8 p.m.

Saturday, Nov 8
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Crossroads – Margarita Blue, Galadari Hotel – 9 p.m.
Collective Colours – Colombo Hilton – 7 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs. - 8 p.m.
Cool Sweat – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury Poolside – 7 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Deezone – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Kevin & Burn – R+B Disco – 8 p.m.
Norma'n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 10 p.m. 

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk

HappeningsNarthana Pooja at 
Bishop's College 

Danangi Fernando in a dance pose

Documentary � lm 
show at NFC 

Art Gallery with Semage identity 

World of Words
Book launch

A. Zaydhameed 
Fajurdeen's World 
of Words was 
launched recently 
at the Zahira Col-
lege Gaffoor Hall, 
Colombo 10. 
Samanmalie Pad-
makumara was the 
chief guest at the 
launching ceremo-
ny. World of Words 
is an anthology of 
poems. The poet 
admires the beauty 
of nature, expresses 
his love for his 
teachers and com-
passion towards 
the helpless.

To my 
daughter

See that flower my dear,
Gifted with such softness
Beauty and fragrance
Dancing in the garden.
Nature's dowry my dear
Calls for no make-ups
And yields to nature's law
Showing us the stark reality.
Man's course against nature's art
Causes himself untimely fall apart.
If you can learn this my dear
Happiest I'll be, in this world queen.

- A. Jayalath Basnagoda

The reception hall is filled to capacity
With noisy, restless young and old,
The computer screen declares
The flight has touched down.
Anxiety, eagerness, expectations
Grapple my heart, when the thought strikes me
That I would see him in a few more minutes.
“What is he like now?
What changes has the passage of time 
wrought on him?
How would he perceive me?”
Lost in thought, my eyes fixed on the swinging door
I wait ....
I stand on tiptoe, I crane my neck
To get a first glimpse;
An aeon passes.
Then the magic door swings and opens
“Who is that walking towards me?”
A young man, tall and handsome,
With an aura of self-confidence about him
Bright eyes and an effervescent smile.
“Aththamma, how are you?”
Those words had come floating, across oceans 
and continents,
But today from him, a few feet away;
Looking at his face through misty eyes, I murmur
“Putha, how nice to see you again.”
- Sunila Nanayakkara

The reception 
hall
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