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Krishnamurti talk 
A recorded public talk on “Freedom, love and respon-

sibility’  delivered by the late Indian sage, J. Krishnamurti 
will be replayed at the Anula Nursery School Hall, High 
Level Road, Colombo 6 today at 9.45 a.m. 

It is organised by the Krishnamurti Centre, Sri Lanka 
Inc. 

Venuri de Silva, daughter of the late Lt. Cmdr. Nalin 
Wijesinghe of the Sri Lanka Navy donated her share of 
money from her father's  largesse to the dependents of dead 
war heroes, at a ceremony at the Sri Lanka Foundation 
Institute, Colombo recently. Here the chief guest, President 
of the Defence Ministry Seva Vanitha Unit, Mrs. Ioma 
Rajapaksa greets a recipient.

A memorial ceremony to mark the 10th anniversary of the tsunami was organised by the 
chief incumbent of the Sri Arahat Buddhists International Buddhist Centre, Ven. Dabaray-
aye Samitha Thera at Bragmanagama, Pannipitiya recently. Deputy Chief, Subadrarama 
Pirivena, Nugegoda, Ven. Omare Punnyasiri Thera conducted the pinkama. Assistant 
Director, Sangaramaya Buddhist Centre, Nepal, Ven. Ananda Thera, Ven. Ushe Sumada 
Thera of Japan, Director General Aroggya Foundation for Disabled Persons, Ven. Unapane 
Ariyadhamma Thera and Mrs. Rachana Dangolla of Nepal are also in the picture. 

Pic: Wehelle Piyathilake, Maharagama Spl. Cor. 

Padma Edirisinghe, a regular contributor to the Sunday 
Observer, received the Kalabhooshana award at the BMICH 
recently. She is also a former Director of Education,well-known 
bilingual author and member of the Royal Asiatic Society. Here 
she receives the award from Cultural Affairs Minister T.B. 
Ekanayake.

The new bridge at Mapalana-Elakanda in Balangoda 
was opened by Minister W.D.J. Seneviratne recently. 
Sabaragamuwa Provincial Councillor Prabha Mahesh 
Alwis is also in the picture. 

Pic: M.S.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor. 

The Transport Ministry allocated 180 new buses to 
CTB depots in the Gampaha district at Katunayake 
recently. Here Ministers Kumara Welgama, Basil Raj-
apaksa and parliamentarian Dr. Sudarshani Fernando-
pulle launch a bus service. Deputy Minister Lasantha 
Alagiyawanna is also in the picture. 

Pic: M.S.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor. 

The Ministry of Local Government and Provincial 
Councils launched a project built at a cost of Rs. 50 
million, for a new bus stand and a multi-purpose office 
complex in Madampe recently. Here Minister A.L.M. 
Athaulla and Deputy Minister of External Affairs Neo-
mal Perera unveil the plaque. 

Pic: S.M. Wijayaratne, Kurunegala Cor.

A religious pooja was held at the Shri Selva Vinayagar 
Kovil, Navakelanipura, Wellampitiya to invoke bless-
ings on President Mahinda Rajapaksa for his help to 
devotees of the Sabarimalai Iyyappa Swamy Hindu to go 
on a religious tour this year. President's Co-ordinator 
for Hindu Religious Affairs, R. Babu Sarma, Kovil's 
chief priest, S. Sivanesan Kurukkal and devotees are 
also in the picture. 

Pic: A. Maduraveeran, Colombo North Gr. Cor. 

North Western Provincial Council Minister, Sanath 
Nishantha Perera opens the newly constructed science 
laboratory in Pambala. 

Pic: M.U.M. Sanoon, Puttalam TKN Cor. 

The Maha perahera of Galgoda Sri Maha Vihara, Pana-
dura organised under the guidance of the chief incum-
bent, Ven. Ratnapura Pothupitiye Pannasekara Nayaka 
Thera was held recently. 

Pic: Susil Ratnaweera, Panadura North Gr. Cor. 

The Brilliant Creations Cinema Producers Organ-
isation presented a Roll of Honour to ITN Director 
Hashim Omar for his contribution to the art and liter-
ary fields at its cinema festival at the Colombo Tamil 
Sangam, Wellawatte recently. Here the chief guest, for-
mer IGP, T.E. Anandarajah presents the award to Omar 
while the Director, A.R.M. Razeem looks on. 

Pic: A. Maduraveeran, Colombo North Gr. Cor. 

The launching ceremony of the Sinhala book titled, 
Amma Seva authored by Srima Lalani was held at the 
National Library and Documentation Services Board 
auditorium, Colombo 7 recently. Here the publisher 
S. Sirisumana Godage presents the first copy to the 
author. Mrs. Nanda Godage is also in the picture. 

Pic: A. Maduraveeran, Colombo North Gr. Cor. 

Local Government and Provincial Councils Ministry 
distributed pickup vehicles worth Rs. 240 million to 30 
local authorities in the island recently. Here Minister 
A.L.M. Athaullah presents the relevant documents to a 
chairman. 

Pic: I.L.M. Rizan, Addalaichenai Central Cor. 

Parliamentarian Faizal Cassim opened a  children's 
library in Pottuvil recently. Eastern Provincial Council-
lor A.L.M. Naseer and Pottuvil Pradeshiya Sabha Chair-
man, M.S.M. Washif were also present. 

Pic: I.L.M. Rizan, Addalaichenai Central Cor. 

The fifth anniversary and get-together of the Sri Lanka 
Nidahas Sevaka Sangamaya of the Sri Lanka-German 
Technical Institute, Moratuwa was held recently. The 
office-bearers of the Union presented food rations to 
the 15 newly joined low-income earning members dur-
ing 2014. 

Pic: Wehelle Piyathilake, Maharagama Spl. Cor.

The foundation stone-laying ceremony for the Sheeradi Sai Centre at 
New Chetty Street, Colombo of  the Sri Sathya Sai Baba Centre was held 
recently. Here the founder of Sri Sathya Sai Baba temple and well-known 
social worker, Siva Selvaratnam unveils the commemoration plaque while 
President, Sai Baba Centre, S.N. Udayanayahan looks on. 

Pic: A. Maduraveeran, Colombo North Gr. Cor. 

The families of low-income groups in the Colombo district were 
given financial assistance to obtain electricity, from the fund allo-
cations of Western Provincial Councillor, A.J.M. Faiz recently. 
Here some of the beneficiaries with the Councillor. 

Pic: M.U.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor. 

Puttalam Urban Council Chairman and chief SLFP organiser for the Put-
talam electorate, K.A. Baiz opened the third Nenasala for the Puttalam town 
in the 9th zone, Puthukkudiyiruppu recently. The Nenasala was opened 
under the theme 69 Nenasalas throughout the country to celebrate President 
Mahinda Rajapaksa's 69th birthday. 

Pic:  M.U.M. Sanoon, Puttalam TKN Cor. 

 Eight new planets have 
been 'discovered' that could 
hold alien life in the “Goldi-
locks zone” of orbit – at just 
the right temperature for 
water.

Two of the small planets 
are the most Earth-like found 
so far, according to scientists 
at the Harvard-Smithsonian 
Center for Astrophysics 
(CfA).

They are orbiting distant 
stars in the habitable zone 
that is at the right tempera-
ture for liquid water to fuel 
organisms. Too much heat 
from its star and it would boil 

away as steam. Too little, and 
the water would freeze solid.

All of the exoplanets are 
less than half the Earth’s size 
but could be rocky.

The lead author of the 
report, Guillermo Torres, 
announced the findings at 
a meeting of the American 
Astronomical Society. The 
research is also published in 
the Astrophysical Journal.

“Most of these planets 
have a good chance of being 
rocky, like Earth,” he said. 
“For our calculations we 
chose to adopt the broadest 
possible limits that can plau-

sibly lead to suitable condi-
tions for life.”

The two most Earth-like 
planets are known as Kepler-
438b and Kepler-442b. Both 
orbit red dwarf stars that are 
smaller and cooler than our 
Sun.

Kepler-438b is 470 light-
years from Earth and circles 
its star every 35 days, while 
Kepler-442b completes one 
orbit every 112 days and is 
1,100 light-years away.

With a diameter just 12 
per cent bigger than Earth, 
Kepler-438b has a 70 percent 
chance of being rocky, the 

scientists have calculated. 
Kepler-442b is about one-
third larger than Earth, and 
the likelihood of it being 
rocky is around 60 percent.

To be in the habitable 
zone, an exoplanet must 
receive about as much sun-
light as Earth.  Kepler-438b 
basks in about 40 per cent 
more light than Earth, giv-
ing it a 70 percent chance 
of being in the star’s habit-
able zone. Kepler-442b gets 
about two-thirds as much 
light as Earth, raising its 
chances of being capable of 
holding alien life at 97 per 

cent, according to the team’s 
calculations.

“We don't know for sure 
whether any of the planets in 
our sample are truly habit-
able,” said co-author David 
Kipping. “All we can say is 
that they're promising candi-
dates.” The exoplanets were 
first identified by the US 
space agency NASA's Kepler 
space telescope, lending 
them their names.

They were all too small 
to confirm by measuring 
their masses and had to be 
validated using a computer 
program that determined 

they were statistically likely 
to be planets. Four of the 
eight are in multiple-star sys-
tems, although the so-called 
“companion” stars are distant 
and do not have a significant 
influence on the planets, the 
scientists said.

Before this discovery, the 
two most Earth-like planets 
known were Kepler-186f, 
which is 1.1 times the size of 
Earth and receives 32 percent 
as much light, and Kepler-
62f, which is 1.4 times our 
planet’s and receives 41 per-
cent as much light.

           - The Independent

Eight more planets found that could hold life and 
water in ‘Goldilocks zone’

Two, the distant Kepler-438b and Kepler-442b, are said to be 
Earth-like
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