Spectrum
Miss Universe
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T

he 63rd Miss Universe title
has gone to Miss Colombia, but not without a bit
of audience upset along the way
about the fate of Miss Jamaica.
Pageant fans aren't exactly
known for booing the other
teams, but the crankiness overwhelmed the claps Sunday night
in Doral, Fla., as Kaci Fennell was
named fourth runner-up.
As in, 'only' fourth runner-up.
Fifth out of the top five. The
5-foot-9 Fennell, 22, had won
people over as she sported a Halle
Berry-style pixie cut rather than
the industry-standard flowing
hair and name-checked Bob Marley and Usain Bolt in answering
a Facebook fan question about
Jamaica's greatest contribution to
the world.
“I don't have long tresses like
everyone else,” Fennell said during the pageant.
“I'm just representing myself,
and that's what beauty pageants
are all about. You don't have to
look a certain way ... and I feel
like I represent that.”
Even with the dissent, when
the next name was called, the
noise turned into light applause

that grew louder as the stakes
went higher.Moments later,
Colombia's Paulina Vega, 22, was
the one who took those few steps
forward -- no long ramp walk
into the crowd like Miss America
has to tackle in her moment of
glory -- after being given the
crown and bouquet.
Vega represents the 2014 crop
of Miss Universe finalists, despite
the pageant being held in 2015.
Miss USA, 24-year-old Nia
Sanchez, was first runner-up
in the field of 88 contestants
from around the globe. She was
followed by 20-year-old Miss
Ukraine, Diana Harkusha, who
was second runner-up; 20-yearold Miss Netherlands, Yasmin
Verheijen, third runner-up; and
Fennell.
The final five sounded fairly
human as they each answered
that question gleaned from Facebook: What is the greatest contribution of your country to the
entire world?
Miss USA cited helpfulness to
countries in need; Miss Netherlands noted the tolerance, art
and history of her hometown,
Amsterdam; and Miss Colombia
nodded to her nation's persevering people, holding them up as

an example for Western nations
to follow.
Said Miss Jamaica: “As we all
know, we have the home to the
legendary Usain Bolt and Bob
Marley, who have contributed
such great music to this world
and we have the fastest man on
Earth, who has been trailblazing
the Jamaican flag.”
Miss Ukraine even got a bit
political. “We have a very difficult
situation in our country and right
now,” she said through a translator. “The very most important
contribution is to direct all of our
energies to support our army and
our people. We have to restore
schools, we have to restore
kindergartens and orphanages.”
The judges’ individual questions for the ladies had evoked
answers more in the style of
“Miss Congeniality.” Yup, world
peace and all that - something
Miss USA said almost verbatim.
“I would just say that, I know
as Miss USA I can always spread
a message of hope and love and
peace,” Sanchez said in answer to
boxer Manny Pacquiao's query
about what she'd tell global terrorists if she had 30 seconds to
chat them up. “So I would do my

very best to spread that message
to them and everyone else in the
world.”
Miss Ukraine told “Real
Housewives of Beverly Hills”
star Lisa Vanderpump through
an interpreter that, if given the
choice, she would keep the pageant's swimsuit competition - “If
it's going to be nice, why not?
I feel comfortable in anything”
- while Miss Jamaica said that
crime was a global problem,
not a national one, when asked
by music's Emilio Estefan what
could be done to reduce violence
against women.
Perhaps the best answer of the
night came from Miss Colombia,
however, who was asked by pro
skateboarder Rob Dyrdek to state
what women could learn from
men.
“That's quite a tough question,”
she said through an interpreter.
“I believe there's still men who
believe in equality, and I believe
that is what women should learn
from men.”
Vega was crowned by the
outgoing Miss Universe, Gabriela Isler, who took the title in
November 2013 when the pageant was held in Russia.
- LA Times
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rides and Grooms of the future will benefit
from the trendiest wedding exhibition that
will be held on February 7 and 8. This two
day exhibition will feature over 30 of the best and
respected wedding suppliers and planners in
Sri Lanka. At this exhibition future brides and
grooms and their parents will have the opportunity
to meet and discuss all their requirements under
one roof. Special discounts and early bird offers are
available.
At the two day exhibition there will be bridal
fashion shows, live demonstrations and surprise
give-aways.
The exhibition is presented by the Hilton
Colombo and according to Manesh Fernando, GM
of the Hotel, this event may be the last one at the
ballroom as it will be closed for refurbishing.

Gender blending: A trend more
about comfort than identity

L

by Rebecca Gonsalves

ithe limbs, cheekbones that
could cut glass and long, flowing
hair - it’s fair to say that many
modern male models don’t conform to
old-fashioned ideas about masculinity, and, these days, nor do the clothes
they’re paid to show off.
And while looks among their female
counterparts may be less diverse,
there’s certainly a sense that the line
between male and female codes of
dress is becoming increasingly blurred.
Take the recent Saint Laurent show,
for instance, where models of both
genders strutted the catwalk in threeinch heels.
Gender blending is not a new
concept - from Marlene Dietrich to
David Bowie and Tilda Swinton today,
there is something fascinating about
somebody who is not bound by the
expectations of their sex. But is the
modern take more about the interplay
in-between than attempting to ape
your opposite? The department store
Selfridges certainly thinks so, as it prepares to open Agender - an interconnected three-storey space designed to

exist outside of traditional ideas about
gendered dressing. “It’s about wearing
whatever you want,” says Linda Hewson, creative director of Selfridges.
“It’s not necessarily androgynous or
unisex, but rather an approach to the
fashion spectrum that makes the selection accessible to everyone. It’s not
about harnessing a trend but rather
tapping into a mindset and acknowledging and responding to a cultural
shift.”
Kilts, tunics and robes for men all
have their roots in traditional and
religious garb, and it’s now 30 years
since Jean Paul Gaultier first proposed
skirts for men - raising eyebrows as
he did so. But Peter York, the cultural

commentator, doesn’t think that the
Selfridges project will be sparking
copycats throughout the retail industry any time soon. “This is a big store,
it isn’t Shoreditch. People who shop on
Oxford Street are not gender-neutral,
and particularly some of those from
the Middle East are not gender-neutral; they are fantastically gendered.”
Still, borrowing from the boys is a
tactic beloved of many female fashion
lovers, as knitwear, shirts and even
jeans and trousers are often made
from much more sturdy materials and
in classic cuts, proving a sound investment for the unfussy dresser. But that
trend swings both ways - and according to Hewson, men are increasingly
unafraid to shop for women’s clothing
and accessories, too.
The most recent menswear shows
were full of tunics, dresses and robes
that are more a real-world fashion
prospect rather than attention-grabbing tactics. Nicomede Talavera is one
designer who has made such garments
something of a signature, inspired by
the long unisex robes worn by Muslim
men.
- The Independent

