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EVENTS

His Holiness, Assheikh Muhammad Al-Fassy Al-Makkie Ashshazuli of 
Saudi Arabia, the spiritual leader of Shazuliya Tharuka paid a visit to 
Thotawatha Jumma Masjid, Panadura recently. Here His Holiness lays the 
foundation stone for a proposed development project of the Masjid. Audi-
tor, Masjid Administrative Society, Al-Haj A.S.M. Ikram, Al-Haj A.W.M. 
Fassy and A.I.M. Nawas are also in the picture. 

Pic: M.S.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor.

The new Governor of the Western Province K.C. 
Logeswaran assumed duties at the Governor's Secre-
tariat, Colombo recently. Here WPC Chief Minister 
Prasanna Ranatunga greets the Governor. Colombo 
Mayor A.J.M. Muzammil, Governor's Secretary, 
Sunil Abeyawardene, Chief Secretary of the Western 
Province, Jayanthi Wijetunge are also in the picture. 

Pic: M.S.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor.

The Ratnapura District Journalists’ Association felicitated 
the newly appointed Secretary to the Ministry of Mass Media, 
Karunaratne Paranavithana, who hails from Ratnapura at 
the Ratnapura Rest House. Here Paranavithana addresses the 
journalists. 

Pic: Joseph Anthony, Dehiowita Spl. Cor. 

Chairman, Puttalam Urban Council, K.A. Baiz with 
the Vietnam Ambassador to Sri Lanka, Ms. Phan 
Kieu Thu, the chief guest view some of the exhibits 
at an exhibition held recently at Puttalam Zahira 
Infant School. 

Pic: M.U.M. Sanoon, Puttalam TKN Cor. 

The Muhurath ceremony of the International movie, 
Gunananda Himi Migettuwaththe was held at the 
Pipathutta Rama Maha Vihara, Kotahena, Colombo 
13 recently. Here the chief trustee of Bodhikara 
Mandalaya, Kalutara, Ajith Soysa lights the oil lamp 
to inaugurate the ceremony. The chief guest, Bud-
dhist Affairs Minister, Karu Jayasuriya and film 
director Sisil Gunasekera are also in the picture. 

Pic: A. Maduraveeran, Colombo North Gr. Cor.

The Japanese Government donated a consignment 
of canned fish, under the World Food Program to 
the children in schools in the north at the Finance 
Ministry, Colombo recently. Here Japanese Ambas-
sador to Sri Lanka Mubuhito Hobo and Resident 
Representative, WFO, Ismail Omer with the Finance 
Minister. 

Pic: M.S.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor.

The 56th AGM of the National Chamber of Com-
merce, Sri Lanka was held at the Kingsbury Hotel 
recently. Here the chief guest, Public Administra-
tion, Provincial Councils and Local Government 
Minister Karu Jayasuriya presents a memento to 
the Past Chairman Asoka Hettige. New Chairman 
Thilak Godamanne looks on. 

Pic: M.S.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor. 

Finance Minister Ravi Karunanayake, called on the Mahanayake 
of Malwatte Chapter, Most Ven. Thibbotuwawe Sri Siddhartha 
Sumangala Thera at the Malwatta Vihara, Kandy recently. 

Pic: M.S.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor.

A friendly match between the London Football Club 
and Muthuwella Veterans Sports Club was held at 
the City League Grounds, Colombo recently. Here 
the chief guest, Public Administration, Provincial 
Councils, Local Government and Buddhasasana 
Minister, Karu Jayasuriya presents a memento to the 
British Ambassador to Sri Lanka John Rankin. 

Pic: M.S.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor.

Minister of Provincial Council and Local Govern-
ment Karu Jayasuriya visited his Ministry office at 
Union Place, Colombo recently. Here the Minister 
addresses the staff. Ministry Secretary G. Tha-
dallage is on his left. 

Pic: M.S.M. Munthasir, Panadura Central Gr. Cor.

R.P. Wijesinghe's Sinhala translation of Rabindra-
nath Tagore's Gora was launched recently at the 
Dayawansa Jayakody Bookshop, Colombo 10. Here 
the publisher Dayawansa Jayakody (Right) presents 
a copy of the book to the author. Award-winning 
novelist Gunaratne Ekanayake looks on.

The Bank of Ceylon Ampara district Pensioners’ 
Society presented gifts to the BoC Akkaraipattu 
branch recently. Here a retired officer G. Parasura-
man presents a gift to a former Manager, M.A.M.A. 
Naseer. Society Secretary M.L.M. Farook looks on. 

Pic: I.L.M. Rizan, Addalaichenai Central Cor. 

An art competition organised by the Diabetes 
Education Unit of the Colombo National Hospital, 
among staffers to mark World Diabetes Day was 
held recently. Nursing Officer Chandrika Malkan-
thi won the first prize. Here Malkanthi receives 
her prize from the Special Grade Nursing Officer 
Sandya Karunadasa. Nursing Officers Chandra and 
Y.P.C. Athukorale look on. 

Pic: A. Maduraveeran, Colombo North Gr. Cor. 

Chairman, Puttalam Urban Council and Chief SLFP 
Organiser for Puttalam, K.A. Baiz congratulates the 
Puttalam League team who were the champions in 
the volleyball tournament held recently in Puttalam. 

Pic: M.U.M. Sanoon, Puttalam TKN Cor. 

Mast. Cedric Eyerkaufer of Main-Kinzik-Kreis, Ger-
many donated sports items to the Sunrise Sports 
Club, China Fort, Beruwala recently. 

Pic: B.M. Mukthar, Beruwala Spl. Cor. 

The annual Buhari Majlis was held at the Pitawala 
Shazuliya Zaviya China Fort, Beruwala recently. 
Here Asseikh Mohammed Al Fasy Al-Mackie Assha 
Zuli addresses the gathering. 

Pic: B.M. Mukthar, Beruwala Spl. Cor. 

The Kandy Young Men's Hindu Association and the 
Kandy 6 Ys Association organised the ‘Thai Pongal 
Vizha 2015’ at the Young Men's Hindu Associa-
tion auditorium in Kandy recently. Here YMHA 
president R.Baskaran and former President P. Bala-
subramaniam presents a memento to the Assistant 
High Commissioner of India in Kandy, Miss Radha 
Venkataraman. 

Pic: D. Vasanthakumar, Nawalapitiya Roving Cor.

The public vehicle park and  wash room in Puttalam 
town, the brainchild of Chairman, Puttalam Urban 
Council and the Chief SLFP Organiser for Puttalam, 
K.A. Baiz was opened recently. 

Pic: M.U.M. Sanoon, Puttalam TKN Cor. 

Krishnamurti talk 

A recorded public talk on, “A religious mind 
is a very factual mind” delivered by the late 
Indian sage J. Krishnamurti will replayed at the 
Anula Nursery School Hall, High Level Road, 
Colombo 6 today, February 15 at 9.45 a.m. 

It is organised by the Krishnamurti Centre, 
Sri Lanka Inc. 

Amma you are 104 not 
out today! Splendid per-
formance, bat on till the 
Captain Himself calls you to 
retire! It is a great privilege 
for me to pen these words 
as a brief testimony of my 
understanding of your living 
faith. 

My prayer is that someone 
who reads will be encour-
aged to face life with forti-
tude as you have endured for 
so long! You have inspired 
us and countless numbers of 
people by your amazing life 
saga of service and sacrifice. 
God bless you richly!

Louisa Arulamma Tham-
byrajah or Navajeevanam’s 
universal “Amma” was born 
on February 6, 1911 and 
has entered her 104th year 
of purposeful, graceful liv-
ing! She is the last surviv-
ing member of the famous 
Paranthan Pioneer Trio, the 
Co-Founders of Navajeeva-
nam - Sis Elizebeth Baker, 

the Revd A.C. Thambyrajah 
and his dear wife “Amma” 
Thambyrajah. 

Together they tamed the 
Vanni jungles to establish 
the Navajeevanam Home in 
1959! They laboured relent-
lessly through many chal-
lenges to make the Navaje-
evanam dream take shape 
and form. 

This true heroine of the 
Wanni soil and her now 
deceased companions 
showed our land that Sin-
hala, Tamil, Burgher and 
others can live together in 
community, in peace and 
harmony This was in the 
backdrop of a time when the 
very foundations of our Sri 
Lankan identity had been 
shaken and people’s hearts 
were hurt and scarred by the 
communal riots of 1958. 

Given the challenges of 
that season of change, the 
impact made in the lives of 
vulnerable people by this 

unique and quiet ministry 
has never been and never 
will be fully measured! 

Yet, the grateful hearts 
and transformed lives of 
thousands of “Naajeevanam 
alumni” continue to shine 
as living testimonies in 
our land and other nations 
They bear testimony to the 
tenacity and practical out-
workings of faith of the “pio-
neer trio” who laid a solid 
foundation to chisel out 
broken, wounded lives to be 
“Ready for both - Service or 
Sacrifice” which is the motto 
of Navajeevanam. 

Moving spirit 

This “moving spirit” of 
Navajeevanam, The Queen 
of Murusumottai  lived 50 
long years in her beloved 
village and home enjoying 
the rustic beauty of the place 
and simple charms of her 
people. 

In 2009 with the escala-
tion of the war she along 
with Kiruba, Ranji and some 
of their helpless wards in 
their care had to leave their 
love legacy and flee to save 
their lives. 

For this faithful old war-

rior at 98 years of age and 
a continuous “reign of 50 
years” this would have been 
a heart-rending dilemma! 

Sometimes we have to do 
hard things, even our Queen 
and family had to leave, 
hurriedly they left, saying 

farewell to their cherished 
beloved home. “When the 
going gets tough, the tough 
get going”, is a saying attrib-
uted largely to the khakhi-
clad gentry. 

This, however, pales in 
comparison to the incon-
ceivable horrors endured 
by the Thambyrajahs and 
many other law-abiding 
citizens of the wanni at this 
unfortunate season of our 
nation’s rich history. Even 
then our “Queen” with Stoic 
calm and a sense of resolve 
refused to be daunted by any 
man-made perils, she had 
her faith and destiny safely 
secured in Her Maker. 

Her strong faith was dis-
played in that indomitable, 
resilient, quiet spirit as she 
moved with her people and 
others as they fled seeking 
refuge somewhere. Seated 
in an open tractor in her 
favourite chair, she took on 
everything with a smile, she 

was in control of the situa-
tion, she was still Queen and 
her lowly “throne” would 
have been a sign of hope 
and inspiration to all saw 
her in those dark and dif-
ficult days. 

Those around her saw 
her, like them completely 
exposed to the elements, 
aerial-bombings, landmines, 
military confrontations - yet, 
she endured all confidently 
and her poise was of one 
who was still on her throne.  

The tensions of running 
from one refuge to another, 
often in the scorching heat 
and dusty trails of the Vanni 
lasted for over one month! 
Then with her family and 
wards she ended up in the 
Poonthotam IDP Welfare 
Centre in Vavuniya. 

She looked for no 
rewards! She got no state 
awards, except to endure 
and enjoy “camp comforts” 
for several weeks at 98 years 

of age! Then after a few 
months rest in Vavuniya, 
her family persuaded her to 
come to Colombo!

The Queen of Murusu-
mottai still reigns in the 
hearts and minds of people 
who know her. In her heart 
she still longs for her little 
village in the Vanni, her 
simple village friends, a 
simple life of contemplation 
and prayer, while waiting to 
go to her eternal Home. 

Now living in the Dehi-
wela home with Kiruba, 
Ranji and family, she still 
has that glint her eyes and 
gracefully wears that certain 
smile! Amma thank you for 
being your simple self and 
for being an inspiration to 
all of us. 

The Lord bless you and 
keep you, the Lord make His 
face to shine upon you and 
be gracious unto you and 
give you peace.

- Rev. Reggie Ebenezer
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