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Montage

Sunday, Feb 22 
Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Thusitha – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Oriental Trio – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia – 7 p.m.
Sam Dayaratne – Waters Edge – 7 p.m.
RCC – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Norma'n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Aubrey Weiman – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
DJ Arcadia - Sky, Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Circle Acoustic – FDO's  - 8 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury – Poolside – 7 p.m.
Soul and Cool Sweat – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Cross Roads Trio – Hilton – 7 p.m.

Monday, Feb 23 
Ananda Dabare Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Thusitha – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Rebels – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb 24 
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Thusitha – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Audio Squad R+B Disco – 8 p.m.
Jam Lab – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Melissa Perera – Colombo Hilton – 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb 25  
Russell Peters – Sri Lanka Exhibition and 
Convention Centre – 7 p.m.
Shane Vincent – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Mintaka – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8 p.m.
DJ Effex – Magarita blue – 8 p.m.
D-zone – Curve - 9 p.m.
Replay – Colombo Courtyard – 8 p.m.
Shaman and RCC - 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Crossroads – Colombo Hilton – 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Jazz Trio – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Beverley Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5.00 p.m.
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.

Thursday, Feb 26 
Ananda Dabare Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Kool – Curve – 10 p.m. 
Rock Steady – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Cool Sweat – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel 
Fire – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando/Circles Acoustic – FDOs – 8 p.m.
Shaman – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Dee Zone – R & B Disco – 8 p.m.
Burn – Colombo Hilton – 7 p.m.
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 

  
Friday, Feb 27
Carnatic Music Festival – Saraswathie Hall, 
Colombo – 6 p.m.    
Anno Domini / Beverley Rodrigo – 
Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Kool- Curve Bar – 10 p.m. 
Mintaka-Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
RCC – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Audio Squad – R+B Disco – 8 p.m.
Burn – Colombo Hilton – 7 p.m.
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb 28
Sing-along with Annesley- Fingara Sports Club -7 p.m.
Analiliya – Ramada Colombo- 7.30 p.m. 
Kinnara – S. Thomas’ College, 7 p.m. 
G 9 / Heat – Cinnamon Grand 7 p.m.
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs. - 8 p.m.
Cool Sweat – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury Poolside – 7 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Deezone – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Norma'n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 10 p.m. 
Collective Colours – Colombo Hilton – 7 p.m.
Burn/Effex DJ – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk

Happenings

by Annalaksmy 
Rajadurai

The Bharathanatyam Aran-
getram of four students of 
Kalai Chelvi, Naatya Kalaa-

mani Nirmala John took place 
at The New Kathiresan Hall, 
Colombo 4 recently. Manasa 
Manivannan, Prashangi Chan-
drasegarm, Shankavi Anandaraja 
and Nalinaselvi Sagdevan were 
the students who performed their 
Arangetram. 

Colombo stages have seen 
plenty of Bharathanatyam Aran-
getrams. In each of these only a 
single Bharathanatyam dancer 
would present her Arangetram 
and bring out her latent talents. 

However, the dance teacher 
Nirmala John’s Arangetram of 
four of her students on a single 
stage appeared to be an unusu-

ally different event. And it was a 
glorious one. 

The dance arrangements had 
been patterned very meticulously 
by the teacher to project the indi-
vidual talents of each dancer. 

When the dancers began their 
Arangetram on a artistically 
designed stage where Lord Gane-
sha was enthroned, paying hom-
age to him with piety and artistic 
reverence, the hall took a sublime 
grandeur. 

While the music composer 
Sri Arunanthy Aruran sang the 
songs with his sweet resounding 
voice, and teacher Nirmala John 
performed choreography, the 
dance program became a sooth-
ing treat to the eyes and mind. 
Aruran was followed by IssaiKa-
laimani Dharanie Rajkumar 
with her songs After the homage 

to Lord Ganesha.  Alarippu in  
Misra Thalawas performed very 
well.

Following the dance depicting 
the nine corners of devotion to 
God, the Varnam took place. 

It served to bring out vividly 
the individual talents, compe-
tence and subtle emotions of 
each of the four dancers. 

The dance composition was 
that of Nirmala John herself. San-
kavi Anandaraja danced majes-
tically and daintily to Thurkai 
Amman’s song in Revathi Ragam 
and enthralled the audience. 

Next Sivathandavam was 
performd by Nalinaselvi Sagade-
van with skilfully enticing foot 
movements followed by Manasa 
Manivannan who danced sweetly 
with touching facial expressions 
to words ‘Clouds, won’t you 

tell me a message?’Prashangi 
Chandrasegaram’s Javali dance in 
Kamas Thala was done well with 
expressive ‘bhava’ Varnam which 
was performed for almost 50 
minutes provided well the good 
opportunity for these dancers to 
bring out their great proficiency 
in the dance. 

Their dance costumes were 
also aptly designed. 

The musical score provided 
by Isai Kalaimani V. Thiba-
karan (violin), Isai Kalaimani 
V.Jambunathan(mirudangam),  
Visharatha RatnamRatnadurai 
(thalatharangam), and Shri Pri-
yantha Dissanayake (flute) gave 
tremendous strength to the pro-
gram.  

The students are those who 
received certificates after complet-
ing their mandatory course in 

Bharathanatyam at   Nirmalanjali, 
academy of Bharatanatyam of 
Nirmala John, according to the 
course structure of KalaiKaviri, 
College of Fine Arts, India. 

Prof. S. Madan Kumar of Kalai 
Kaviri, College of Fine Arts, India, 
was the special guest. 

He praised dance teacher Nir-
mala John for having chiselled the 
four dancers like a great sculptor 
who perfects his work of art with 
fine precision.Prof. Ariyarathne 
Kaluarachchi, the Vice Chan-
cellor of the  University of the 
Visual and Performing Arts, the 
chief guest, said that the students 
have acquired the strength and 
stamina to perform Bharathan-
atyam and said Nirmala John’s 
hard work and dedication is 
immensely praiseworthy. 

V.Jambunathan(mirudangam),   

Visharatha RatnamRatnadurai 
(thalatharangam), and Shri 
Priyantha Dissanayake (flute) 
gave tremendous strength to the 
program. 

 The students are those who 
received certificates after com-
pleting their mandatory course in 
Bharathanatyam at   Nirmalan-
jali, academy of Bharatanatyam 
of Nirmala John, according to the 
course structure of KalaiKaviri, 
College of Fine Arts, India. 

Prof. S. Madan Kumar of Kalai 
Kaviri, College of Fine Arts, 
India, was the special guest. 

He praised dance teacher Nir-
mala John for having chiselled 
the four dancers like a great 
sculptor who perfects his work of 
art with fine precision.

Prof. Ariyarathne Kaluara-
chchi, the Vice Chancellor of 

the  University of the Visual 
and Performing Arts, the chief 
guest, said that the students 
have acquired the strength and 
stamina to perform Bharathan-
atyam, and said Nirmala John’s 
hard work and dedication is 
immensely praiseworthy. 

The guest of honour Kalakirthi 
Shanthini Sivanesan said that not 
only did the program present a 
different formation, but it was 
also very commendable.

 She commended the four 
dancers who provided the treat 
and the teacher who trained 
them. The guest of honour Kala-
kirthi Shanthini Sivanesan said 
that not only did the program 
present a different formation, but 
it was also very commendable. 
She also the four dancers the 
teacher who trained them. 

A unique Arangetram of four dancers

A hare and a lion
reached the portal 
Of a restaurant
On a sunny morn,
And remained there
In quietude,
In a spectacle of rarity.
The head waiter,
Suppressing his perturbation,
In a display
Of feigned courage,
Bade them in.
He, in a tremulous voice,
Inquired from the hare
What he'd like for 
Broadcast.
I would like sandwiches
And black coffee
For a change
Answered the hare
In a tone
Of authority.
What may be 
The preference
Of your mighty friend
Pray.
Well, he has had
His breakfast,
And not in hunger.
How, 
May I inquire
Are you, Sir,
So certain
About his 
State of hunger.
Do you reckon
That I would enjoy
The privilege
Of his gracious
companionship
In this fashion
If not.
- Kamal Premadasa

 
Sprouts appear, nestlings chirp
Along with it a new year’s born.
Amidst much love, blessings and hopes
Appears a baby, ‘tis the Spring of a life.
New things he sees, new things he learns
The loveliest period of the life, I feel.
With the end of the childhood, 
Comes the summer.
New visions he has, ready for challenges.
Hot blooded youth, some people may call it
Swamps and thickets you’ll come across
Be ready to face them, 
They’ll polish your life.
Summer ends up with a new found love
To begin the next, the Autumn of life.
More disciplined now, with a spouse and children 
Working hard to make both ends meet.
Grey hairs appear to tell the world 
That the Winter of life is fast approaching.
Cold and feeble, three quarters gone
The end of the road is not far ahead.
Like the snow that covers the world around 
A cap of white hair adorns your head.
“Be ready” it says to leave this world 
To an unknown next,
You would soon be leaving.

- Lalitha Somathilaka

Companions
Dusk 

Early filtering 
Light arrives 
Passing mist 
Sifting clouds 
Gleaming colours 
Mixed dew 
On the leaves 
Absorbing reflecting 
Sun retained 
Wingers slow 
A moon pulls 
Pushes to darkness 
Resilient sun 
Decisive, firm 
Climbs up 
Defying all stars 
Winning all light 

-Miran Perera

Kaak, Kaak says the crow 
As the woman throws breadcrumbs on the roof 
On Saturday when Saturn reigns supreme, 
She wants her bad luck to diminish or vanish 
No alternative, only the crow for her help 
If he eats her food, she will be blessed 
Mothers feed their children 
By calling the crow 
Kaak, Kaak, Baby won't eat 
Come here please 
The baby forgets not to eat 
And soon eats all his food 
There is an old fable 
About the thirsty crow 
He puts pebbles into the water pot 
For water level to rise to quench his thirst 
So we know the crow 
Is a clever bird 
Crow is cunning they say 
‘Cos he lays eggs in the cuckoo's nest
After the chicks are hatched 
They begin to caw 
The cuckoo realises his folly 
And chases away the crow chicks 
If a crow caws near your front door 
A visitor is sure to come, they say 
But most of all he is needed 
By us humans really 
Is to clean up the garbage 
We amass each day 

- Prasadini Nugawela

� e crow 

Seasons of
life

May the gentle winds of peace caress our beloved land
May the soft swishing waters that lap the golden sands
Speak softly of the magic that had held us together for years
Sinhala, Tamil, Muslim, Malay, Burgher, sans fears, sans tears
And as we unfurl the Banner once again
Methinks the early magic once more reverberates
Hope undying Hope – a nation's innate ardent wish
Surfaces once more as the flag aloft so rich
In inspiration declares;
Spurn not this heritage
Of amity love and peace that has been thy image.
A noble freedom won; maintain the nobility thereof
One people under this banner of freedom that flies aloft.

- Jeannette Cabraal

On 
freedom's 
way

Spring of thoughts, 
With full of doubts, 
Hopes are fading, 
Thoughts are roaming,
Without having an aim, 
Walk upon a disappointed path, 
Towards the horizon, 
And always alarmed that....
I've lost, 
My glorious nature. 

- Puthula Dulari Kumarasiri

Dismal days melted away like morning dew
And a new sun broke with golden rays of freedom;
Hopes arose in the deep souls of the people
For an era of mirth, joy and peace.
Rise, my country, my beloved motherland
No more crying and sighing in fear of uncertainty;
My brethren from the far north and the east
Join me to honour you in the spirit of harmony.
With your echoing fountains and luscious foliage
We yearn to see your sparkling smiles;
Bells from the temples, kovils, churches and mosques 
Peal to bless you for good health and longevity.

- Anil Pagoda Arachchi

To my 
beloved 
motherland

Disappointment 

nalaka
New Stamp


