
President Maithripala Sirisena and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi greets crowds prior 
to holding bilateral talks.

The Sri Lankan delegation led by President Maithripala Sirisena holds bilateral talks with the Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his delega-
tion at the Hyderabad House in New Delhi.

President Maithripala Sirisena and Jayanthi Pushpakumari Sirisena worship the Buddha Gaya at 
the Mahabodhi Temple in Bihar.

President Maithripala Sirisena and Jayanthi Pushpakumari Sirisena pay homage at the  Mahatma Gandhi's mauso-
leum, Rajghat, New Delhi. 

Secretary General of the Indian Mahabodhi Society and Chief Prelate Ven. Pelwatte Seevali Thera and the members of the Board of Trustees welcome 
President Maithripala Sirisena and Mrs. Sirisena. 

President Maithripala Sirisena and Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi hold bilateral discussions at the Hyderabad House.

President Maithripala Sirisena made his 
maiden foreign tour to India after being elect-
ed  President. The  four-day visit comprised 
bilateral talks  with the Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on  wide ranging  issues. The 
visit marked a new beginning in bilateral rela-
tions which had been strained in the past.
Discussions were centered on  ways to  
enhance cooperation, peace and the recon-
ciliation process and the issue of fishermen of 
both countries.
President Maithripala Sirisena indicated that 
he wants to have  closer relations with India 
and chose it for his first foreign visit. 
The Sri Lankan President and the Indian 
Prime Minister deliberated on all major issues 
such as devolution of power to the Tamil com-
munity and the fishermen issue.
India hopes that the new Sri Lankan govern-
ment will develop ties on the “foundation of 
genuine and effective reconciliation” creating 
harmony among all sections of people. India 
has also been pressing for implementation of 
the 13th Amendment to the Sri Lankan 
Constitution.
President Maithripala Sirisena met his Indian 
counterpart Pranab Mukherjee who hosted 
a banquet at the Rashthrapathi Bawan. The 
President led a delegation that included For-
eign Minister Mangala Samaraweera, Health 
Minister Rajitha Senaratne, Resettlement 
Minister D.M. Swaminathan, Power and 
Energy Minister Champika Ranawaka and 
Justice Minister Wijeyadasa Rajapakshe.
Foreign Minister  Mangala Samaraweera vis-
ited India last month on his first foreign trip 
soon after assuming duties  during which he 
held talks with Indian External Affairs Minis-
ter Sushma Swaraj.
At the meeting  both sides agreed to re-
engage on repatriation of refugees from India, 
besides holding talks on a raft of crucial 
issues, including political reconciliation pro-
cess and the  fishermen issue.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Indian President Pranab Mukherjee welcome-
President Maithripala Sirisena and Mrs. Sirisena at the Rashtrapathi Bawan in New Delhi. 

President Maithripala Sirisena and Jayanthi Pushpakumari Sirisena pay homage to the Buddha Gaya

India is Sri Lanka's 
closest neighbour. The 
relationship between 
the two countries is 

more than 2,500 years old 
and both sides have built 
upon a legacy of intellectual, 
cultural, religious and lin-
guistic intercourse. Relations 
between the two countries 
have also matured and diver-

sified with the passage of 
time, encompassing all 
areas of contemporary 
relevance. In recent years, 
the relationship has been 
marked by close contacts 
at the highest political 
level, growing trade and 
investment, cooperation in 
the fields of development, 
education, culture and 

defence, as well as a broad 
understanding on major 
issues of international 
interest. 

Today, the India-Sri 
Lanka relationship is strong 
and poised for a quantum 
jump by building on the 
rich legacy of historical 
linkages and strong eco-
nomic and development 

partnerships that have been 
forged. 

 Sri Lanka is one of the 
major recipients of devel-
opment credit given by 
the Government of India. 
Under a line of credit of 
$167.4 million, the tsunami-
damaged Colombo-Matara 
rail link has been repaired 
and upgraded. It was 

handed over during the visit 
of the Parliamentary delega-
tion in April 2012. Another 
line of credit of $800 mil-
lion for track laying and 
supply of rolling stock to 
support construction of 
Medawachchiya to Madhu, 
Madhu to Talaimannar, 
Omanthai to Pallai, Pallai 
to Kankesanthurai railway 

lines and setting up of sig-
naling and telecommunica-
tions systems in Northern 
Sri Lanka is already opera-
tional. The completion of 
work undertaken under this 
line of credit is expected by 
December 2013. Sri Lanka 
has long been a prior-
ity destination for direct 
investment from India. 

India is among the four 
largest overall investors in 
Sri Lanka with cumulative 
investments over US$ 800 
million. 

India was the second 
largest foreign direct inves-
tor in Sri Lanka in 2011, 
with an investment of US$ 
147 million (out of a total 
inbound FDI of US$ 1057 

million).Our main invest-
ments are in the areas of 
petroleum retail, hospitals, 
telecom, vanaspati, copper 
and other metal indus-
tries, real estate, telecom-
munication, hospitality 
and tourism, banking and 
financial services, IT and 
food processing (tea and 
fruit juices).

India among the four largest overall investors in Sri Lanka
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