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Montage

Derek 
spreads 
Wild Fire 
Derek Wickra-

manayake, front 
man of Wild Fire 

and Bassist, is an inter-
esting person who has a 
different view of life and 
music. 

Music is a spiritual 
healer and for Derek it is 
also a passion. In every-
thing you do, you should 
have a passion for it. 
In an interview with 
Montage, he expressed 
his candid views about 
music, life and starting 
his band Wild Fire.

Excerpts:
Question: Tell us 

about your latest 
achievement is music?  

Answer: We have 
already started our band 
Wild Fire. I also want 
to start teaching how to 
play the guitar. Many 
people take a long time 
to learn it. Since I have 
the knowledge I want to 
share it with everyone. 

Q: When did you 
start Wild Fire?

A: It was launched in 
2000. 

Q: You just re-
launched Wild Fire. 
Tell us a little about it. 

A: Primal Liyanage 
and I formed a band 
to play the songs of the 
Beatles and CCR. By the 
end of 1999 I decided to 
stop music as a profes-
sion and wanted to join 
the film industry. I did 
commercials for Singer 
and Vanik Leasing and 
also worked as an assis-
tant director to Boodee 
Keerthisena. It was hard 
work but fun. 

Q: How did Wild Fire 
come to the scene?

A: I was looking for a 
place to play and I had 
a friend Praveen who 
worked at the JAIC Hil-
ton and he invited me 
to play the music there. 
Before we could start 
Thilak Dias left. 

They didn't believe 
in my concept of play-
ing that kind of music. 
I asked CJ to help me 
out on drums, and Benji 

Ranabahu of Mirage to 
help me in Bass. From day 
one we had a good audi-
ence. Benji and Primal left 
and Shafi and Nilantha 
came. 

Q: Are there any 
replacements?

A: Yes. 
Q: What was the pur-

pose of starting Wild 
Fire?

A: I find it difficult 
playing for other bands. 
I played for six months 
with Mirage and also 
called Purple Rain. I 
think I felt more com-
fortable as a guitarist. 
After Shafi left, I took 
Pathum Fernando to 
play. Pathum left the 
band two years ago, 
then I stopped playing. 

Q: Starting the band 
again means you won't 
be going solo anymore. 

A: Actually I was not 
playing solo but I was 
playing in a few bands. 
It was a kind of freelance 
work. 

Q: What inspired you 
to start your musical 
career?

A: That's what I wanted 
to do as a child. It had 
nothing to do with money. 
I have my own philosophy. 
Many parents want their 
children to go to school, 
do a good job and settle 
down. But that was not 
just my cup of tea. For me, 
more than achievements, 
it was about making your 
own choice. 

I don't believe in com-
petition. I don't like to 
hang trophies and medals. 
I always thought that I 
wanted to do what I want-
ed to do. We are all born 
with certain talents. I was 
not very keen on studying. 

All I wanted to do was 
to play the guitar and 
carry on with music. There 
was no one to guide me. 
There were a few people 
who helped me play and 
move forward with my 
music career. 

Experience

Q: What was your first 
experience as a musi-
cian ?

A: My first experi-
ence was playing for the 
Hezonites in Kandy. My 
first gig was a wedding at 
the Town Hall, Kegalle. 
It was a day before my 

birthday, January 26. I didn't 
even have a jacket. 

The band gave me a jacket 
which belonged to their pre-
vious guitarist. I would have 
been 16 or 17 at that time. 
I was told I was stupid not 
to bring a jacket. And the 
jacket was so big it covered 
my whole body!

Q: Later on you joined a 
band called Friends. What 
was the experience playing 
in all these bands?

A: It was during the 80s 
that I joined Friends. I got 
to do what I wanted to do. 
When you're playing in 
a night club , you have to 
play under the band leader 
and have to do what he 
wants you to do. Everything 
got mixed. Of all bands, 
Hezonites was the best. 
It was fun. I travelled to 
Afghanistan and also to the 
UK.

 The problem started 
when we had to choose 
what we wanted to play. I 
started to play the guitar. 
I listened to the music 
of famous guitar players. 
That's what I wanted to do. 

To explore and play better 
music. I want to play more 
difficult music, where you 
can use your brain and tal-
ent. 

Q: Did you first start as a 
Bassist or a lead guitarist?

A: I started as a Bassist. 
I played for the band Boo-
merang and now I'm playing 
the guitar for Wild Fire. 

Q: What do you think 
of the International music 
scene and the local one?

Passion 

A: The International 
scene is getting better and 
better. I have been in the 
States for six months. And 
I have heard a lot of bands. 
They are not the big ones, 
but they are excellent. The 
difference is that they have 
the passion to play, teachers 
and money. Moreover, they 
have to be excellent to play a 
gig. If the band plays a song 
that the audience like, it's a 
good band. 

There are some bands 
which play the music which 
the audience want. And they 

are good enough 
for the people. People are 
not educated to play good 
music. If the band plays a 
song which they like they 
appreciate it and if they 
don't play what they like, it's 
just something which is not 
worth listening to. 

Q: How do you find the 
support given to you by 
Shafi?

A: He never played at the 
Guitar Fest and it was the 
first time that he played at 
the Guitar Fest which was 
held recently. He's a tal-
ented person. We don't try 
to overplay each other, and 
young musicians have taken 
up. A few rock bands with 
guitar players are coming 
up. There are a lot of bands, 

but they need recog-
nition. 

Q: What is the guitar 
style which you follow 
right now?

A: I play Jazz, Country 
and Rock, but very rarely. 
But the band plays retro 
music and what they want 
but on my own I play Jazz.

Audience

Q: Do you follow other 
bands or artistes in music 
or play cover versions of 
their music?

A: Already we play cover 
versions. Anything that 
takes my fancy . I interpret 
it in my own way. I play 

anything which catches my 
attention. 

Plans 

Q: Do you think we 
have got a good audience 
for rock? For most people 
rock is taboo. What is your 
opinion?

A: It's not that rock is 
taboo. For some people it's 
too noisy. It's not that they 
hate it, but they just don't 
like it. 

Q: Do you think that the 
music industry should be 
developed?

A: Not only music, every-
thing has to be developed . If 
you don't want to be devel-
oped you get stuck in a rut 
all the time. 

Q: Nowadays reality 
shows are springing up 
like mushrooms. Do you 
think that they really help 
the upcoming musicians or 
are they commercialised to 
gain attention?

A: Nobody has ever made 
it. And nobody, or nothing 
has come out of it at all. It's 
not a waste of time. It's a 
good pasttime. 

Q: Are there any inspi-
rational figures whom you 
follow in music?

A: There are new artistes 
such as Ed Sheeran who is 
a member of the band One 
Direction. Also Bruno Mars 
and Pharell Williams. Even 
Robert Thicke's Blurred 
Lines is also great. It is 
because the production is 
really good and how the 
songs are produced. 

Q: Since Wild Fire has 

re-started, are there any 
plans of doing a show?

A: We are going to do 
some shows very soon. 

Q: Do you think that 
most musicians have a pas-
sion for what they do, or 
are they just doing it as an 
industry and profession?

A: I think most Sri 
Lankan bands want to make 
money. When somebody has 
a passion for what they do, 
you can see that in the way 
they perform. 

Q: Do you think we 
should organise more gui-
tar festivals and concerts to 
promote guitar music?

A: Not only guitar music, 
we should organise work-
shops. There are foreign 
teachers who would like to 
perform and teach. 

Q: What's the guitar 
model you are using now?

A: I use a Fender Strato-
caster. 

Q: What are your aspira-
tions?

A: I don't think about the 
future. But I am more inter-
ested in spiritual awakening. 
I want to know my purpose 
in life. Being a musician is 
definitely not my purpose. 
There is something which I 
have not discovered. There 
are things which I want to 
discover soon.

I'm that I'm He who pre-existed and self-existed 
My reward to bond man to God recoiled death 
My foes disfigured my body; I hardly looked human 
They pierced my hands and feet with seven-inch nails to the cross 
For my cloak, gambled they to win while I pained on the cross 
My skinny blood stained body wrapped on a shroud laid in the tomb 
A boulder placed at the tomb's gate was Arimathia's security plan 
I rose from the tomb to amaze friends near and far 
My foes numb, they scanned the Golgotha Hill for my bones 
Nothing found as I rose on the third day 
Caesar's rusty bones – a God supposed – in the tomb still 
I sprang from the tomb – testimony that I am the image of God 
Thus and thus no corpses in the tomb area to shift banned by decree 
To spite Me the Romans stalled a temple to Venus at the tomb's gate 
I'm Jehovah's ‘just one’ glued to the hearts of  every one 
Step on my path for mercy drops and showers of blessings 

- H.L.D.E. Perera 

I searched and searched 
for my bones 

I opened the window
and the rays of the sun
penetrated through the curtains
to my small room
The dew drops are glittering on the grass
The flowers are blooming
spreading their fragrance
People are getting up
with new hopes in their hearts
and I welcome the dawn
with happiness in my eyes
- Tharu

Dawn

Hunger is the 
best sauce

Greedy?
Nay, not
Swallow or eat?
He is very hungry
It seems
Isolated
Squatting on the ridge
Holding the plate in his hand
Filled with rice and curry
Whoever
Until his destination

- Wijerathne Dahigamuwa
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