Montage

Evergreen's scintillating sounds
T

he heady ‘Malguena’
vibes of Trio Los Paraguayos made an irresistible impact on the global
music scene that was open
to disco power and potent
soul. Playing guitar, bongo
drums and harp the Trio tore
down a few veils of existing conventionalism and
were successful in getting the
Malaguena rhythms into the
global spotlight. The resultthe sounds became a rage!
Here in Sri Lanka, the
influence of this music saw
the birth of the bands Ernest
and the Evergreen, Los
Cabelleros led by Errol Fernando, La Ceylonians with
Noel Ranasinghe, Sri Lankians with Sarath Samarawickrema as leader and another
young group calling themselves Bentota Bees led by
Leslie Fernando.
The popularity of these
groups escalated thanks to
the national radio SLBC,
who extended regular invitations to the groups to perform live for the pleasure of
the listeners.
Ernest and the Evergreen
Band have been on the scene
since 1979 and the members
are happy that they are the
longest playing group among
their peers. Noel Ranasinghe
is not in good health and so
the La Ceylonians are out of
the spotlight.

The Sri Lankians however
do perform but mostly out
of the island. At the recent
Kuwait National Day celebration, the group Ernest
and the Evergreens were the
guest musicians much to
the enjoyment of the distinguished invitees. This was
as Ernest proudly claims
the band's fourth contract
to play at the National Day
celebrations.
Question: According to
many reports your group
was born in 1979 and with
Lady Luck smiling down on

Sri Lanka. Our first was in
Germany. This was in 1985
when we performed in Hamburg, Frankfort, Dusseldorf
and Liverkusen and we were
amazed at the appreciation
we received.
From Germany we had to
head to Bombay to perform
at the Taj Mahal Intercontinental. We had a stay of two
years and then it was a case
of coming home and getting
ready to go to places such
as Malaysia, Italy, Yugoslavia,
Doha, Bangalore, Calcutta,
Maldives, Hyderabad, Dubai.

have to face such unpleasantness even though we
were minority musicians meaning we didn't compete
with the bands that were
playing for dances. We were
an acoustic band and not in
the pop, rock, disco electronic medium; so we were
not hassled too much.
Q: Your repertoire during your foreign contracts,
did it include Sinhala songs
apart from the Spanish and
Paraguayan songs?
A: Yes we sang the songs
of Sunil Santha, Mohideen

Ernest and the Evergreen,

you, the band played many
dates in India, Germany,
Bombay, Italy - the places
read like names on a passport. Briefly can you tell us
the background history?
Answer: I have to take you
through from 1979 to 2009.
It's unbelievable but we were
performing on stages out of

We were really fortunate.
Q: I'm just curious because you have to
admit that there is a certain amount of animosity
among musicians when it
comes to a foreign contract.
Did you have to face any
unpleasantness?
A: Strangely no. We didn't

Baig, Amaradeva, M.S.
Fernando, Milton Mallawarachchi, Jothipala, Milton
Perera and Priya Suriyasena. Of course songs such as
Besame Mucho, O Sole Mio,
Isle of Capri, South of the
Border, Mussaden and all
the old favourites were our
favourites and we reached

out to our audience with the
Paraguayan rhythms which
was captivating. We have
a wide repertoire of Hindi
songs.
Because we were an acoustic band we moved amidst
the tables while performing which was intimate and
appreciated. We have many
letters from guests appreciating our music and we
are wondering whether we
should try our luck again
singing abroad!
Q: Quite naturally the
personnel of your band
Evergreen would have seen

changes over the passage of
time, if as you say that Evergreen started in 1979?
A: Yes. The band was
started by my father Andrew
Leslie Fernando. He was a
pianist and strangely I took
to the guitar.
The leader of Evergreen
was Ranjith Fernando and
I played with the band until
1985. In 1985, I left Sri Lanka
to play for a contract in Switzerland. From 1979 - 1985
the band was called Los
Valdemosa.
On my return we changed
the name of our band to

Ernest and the Evergreen
Band.
Q: Who are the personnel now?
A: Well, there's me Ernest
on banjo and vocals, Tyronne
Ramanathan playing conga
drums, Aelian Tillekeratne
- rhythm guitar and vocals,
and my daughter Randima
on vocals. Tyronne has been
playing with me for the past
35 years and that's a record
for us. The combination is
good and I hope to record
and release a CD containing
our favourites for posterity.
Q: Now in Sri Lanka

with no definite plans to
play abroad, where are you
performing for the benefit
of music lovers who enjoy
the exciting vibes of your
music.
A: We play on Saturdays
and Sundays at the Taj Samudra in the afternoon, and at
Hotel Concord, Dehiwela
on Friday evenings and at
the Grand Oriental Hotel on
Wednesday evenings.
If Eda Rae is one of your
favourites, then we invite you
to be with us to enjoy our
singing.

Classics and Big Band
swing at CWO concert
The Colombo Wind
Orchestra under the baton of
the dynamic Keiko Kobayashi
will swing into the big band
repetoire at the Ladies College Hall on March 28.
The 40-piece orchestra
will perform all time favourites like “Take the A Train”
the signature tune of Duke
Ellingtor, ‘Sing Sing, Sing’
associated with Louis Prima

and the famous Benny Goodman band.
The swinging Sing Sing
Sing will feature exciting
extended solos by Naveen
Fernando – trumpet, Ananda Premasiri – clarinet and
Christopher Prins – drums.
Hemanga Samaraweera –
trumpet and Jennifer Routes
– Parkes soprano sax will
delight the audience with

their solos on Take the A
Train. Other well-known
swing favouites will be Glen
Miller's signature tune Moonlight Serenade and in a jazz
waltz arrangement of ‘My
Favourite Things’ will come
alive.
George Gershwin's ‘Someone to Watch Over Me’ will
feature the trombone section of the Colombo Wind

The Colombo Wind Orchestra

Faith

On Golgotha
The long, hard journey ended
The long day's task was done
Shamefully on a cross
‘Twixt thieves he hung
His sagging form suspended
From two nails that pierced the palms
The one on his right repentant
The other had no qualms
If you're God then save us
And save your own self too”
Thus spoke the tone of taunt and jeer
A materialistic attitude
The other full of pity
Welled in his own dark pain
“Lord in your kingdom remember me”
He did not plead in vain
for he plucked from the cross that promise
For a sinner's shame
A lesson taught
‘tis not despair nor defiance that pays
But the sharing of a common pain
and repentant ways

Orchestra led by Nishantha Premalal. The second
half will spotlight RR Bennett's ‘American Dances’ and
‘Blue Shades by Ticheli. Blue
Shades is a fascinating jazz
influenced composition in
contemporary style depicting
shifting shades of blues from
bright to dirty and hot.
The concert is sponsored
by the Earle de Fonseka Trust.

Months ahead
His Holiness Pope Francis's visit
I wanted to book a place
Where I could witness His Holiness Pope And I was lucky to get lodging
Not far from the Galle Face Green.
Before His Holiness Pope's arrival
Before dawn
From far and near
Devotees had flooded the Galle Face Green
The rich and the poor
The young and the old
The able and the disabled
The strong and the weak
Irrespective of caste, creed, race or belief
All for one cause
All for one faith
To get His Holiness Pope's supreme blessings.
I had witnessed harmony in music
Harmony in other forms Yet the motley host of people
Amidst all the inconveniences
Surpassed all the harmonies
And my heart filled with joy
My heart filled with happiness
Seeing the best harmony among the people
With the same faith With one aim

Jeannette Cabrall

Inner feelings
You all have a tight schedule
Still I enjoy your annual visit
But your presence is felt everyday
When I saw the name board
Sathuta Home for the aged
My heart missed a beat
I still remember how you said goodbye
The words penetrated my heart
Take good care and live happily
My eldest son treats many a patient
Second one gives legal advice
Third daughter married to a millionaire
When my mates ask why I came here
I say, variety is the spice of life
But if my inner feelings can talk..

Lal Kananagara

Spitefulness
A dreadful disease for which
Nobody managed to discover a treatment,
A treacherous serpent
Which does not heed
The pain of the victim,
A concealment
To hide the truth
That toils hard to case the burden,
It forces the benevolent thoughts
To sink in an abyss
Never to see the sunshine again.
A cold-blooded creature
Which creeps in disguise
To harden the heart of the bearer.
It is to be totally condemned,
Disdained and deported
to protect the precious lives
Of the innocent.

- Kumari Weerasooriya

Pope Francis

The aim of spiritual harmony.
They never grumbled
They shared humbly what they had
They murmured only soothing pleasant
words Their inconveniences, hardships lovingly
forgotten
As they were beautiful souvenirs
As a token of remembrance of supreme faith.

They saw His Holiness Pope
Showering blessings on all – equally
He blessed the weak, the disabled
tenderly – all alike
Making them forget their illness
Forget their pains
Forget their worries
Giving them hope.
In my late sixties
Forgetting my physical pains
I stood for hours
For the same cause
For the same faith
For His Holiness Pope's blessings.
And I saw – I felt His Holiness Pope's
Compassionate eyes – heart soothing,
heart warming gestures
And I was blessed.
My mission completed
I returned to my country – New Zealand
And happy moments haunt in me
I need nothing for the rest of my life
Because I had His Holiness Pope's blessings.
I'd willingly like to repeat my pilgrimage,
Undergo the difficulties and inconveniences
For the same cause – the same faith
For the same compassionate blessings.

- D.H. Shanthiratne

Change
It was a few decades ago
I spotted a large and spreading tree
Which stood at the peak of the
Hantana cliff,
When life wasn't that chaotic as today.
Every morn I watched the tree
Standing so majestically,
Silhouetted against the rising sun's rays
And oft’ I wondered what there could be
Beyond the cliff in the valley below ...
Sharpening my vivid imagination.
Such peace and calmness of
nature's beauty
Is a panacea for the human soul!
But alas, some years later,
Returning to Kandy I watched eagerly
For the Hantana cliff and that lovely
tree ...

Oh! Gone was that large and s
preading tree!
Instead two tall steel constructions
Stood in place, very firm and strong,
The green cover of the Hantana Hills
Was blotched with many a
storeyed building!
Oh development, oh development!
You really have ruined nature's beauty!

Piyawathie Jayasuriya

