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Dear reader, the Sunday Observer has revived the 'Letters to 
the Editor' column and welcome your letters. Letters should 
be brief, legible and contain the name, address and contact 
number of the writer. Mail your letters to: 'Letters', The Sun-
day Observer, 35, D.R.Wijewardene Mawatha, Colombo 10. 
Email: vdt@sundayobserver.lk

Handwritten copies should be duly signed.

Your View...

Our country is blessed with natural beauty, precocious culture and history, great kings 
and their unbelievable creations for the benefit of the country, relatively peaceful exis-
tence of four great religions of the world (Buddhism being the largest among them), et al. 

The history of Buddhism in Sri Lanka dates back to the 3rd century BC, the era of 
King Devanampiya Tissa during whose time Ven. Arahath Mahinda arrived and estab-
lished Buddhism in our country. From that time, Buddhist monasteries and Buddhist 
monuments were set up with the patronage of the Sinhala Kings. Among the monasteries, Isurumuni Vihara, Vessagiri Vihara, Mahavihara, Abhayagiri 
Vihara, Jetavana Vihara were few of the most famous. Those were the homes for many Bud-
dhist monks in the past who dedicated their entire lives for the uplift of  Buddhism in this 
country. At present the Temple of the Tooth Relic in Kandy built by King Narendrasinha is 
world famous and the one of the most venerable places of the Buddhists all over the world.

In our recent past history there were famous monks who fought against colonialism and did 
yeoman services for the continuation and revival of the Buddhism in Sri Lanka. Following are a 
few famous names that came to mind. Ven. Thotagamuwe Sri Rahula Thera (1408 - 1491) a multi-linguist who was known as ‘Shad 
Bhasha Parameshwara’. Ven. Wariyapola Sri Sumangala, (early 19th century) who was known for 
taking down the English flag and re-hoisting the Sinhalese lion flag, before the convention that 
handed over control of the country to the British in 1815. Ven. Migettuwatte Gunananda Thera 
(1823 – 1890) who became famous for the debate in Panadura. (Henry Steel Olcott came to Sri 
Lanka because of him) Ven. Hikkaduwe Sri Sumangala thero (1827 – 1911) founder of Vidyodaya 
Pirivena Maligakanda a University at present and a major figure in Panadurawadaya. Ven. 
Sikkim Mahinda, commonly known as S. Mahinda, (died in 1951) was a Buddhist monk 
from Tibet.  He was a famous poet, author, and participated in the Sri Lankan Indepen-
dence movement. Ven. Agga Maha Panditha Balangoda Ananda Maitreya Thero (1896 – 1998) Sri Lank-
an Buddhists consider Balangoda Ananda Maitreya Thero as a Bodhisattva. Ven. Walpola 
Rahula (1907–1997) was a famous intellectual of the 20th century. Ven. Madihe Pan-
naseeha Thero (1913 - 2003) was the head of Amarapura sect from 1969 until his death. 
Srimath Anagarika Dharmapala (1864 – 1933) who became a Buddhist monk as Ven. Sri. 
Devamitta Dharmapala, in 1933, the year he died in India. Now it is the time to mention the names of the present day heroic bhikkus who spoke 
and fought fearlessly against the last regime and contributed immensely for a regime 
change. All Sri Lankans are well aware of their patriotic conduct for the sake of our coun-
try. These bhikkus could not be bought by people who spent lavishly for their political 
campaigns. 

Ven. Maduluwawe Sobhitha Thero, the chief incumbent of the Kotte Naga Vihara. Ven. 
Athuraliye Rathana Thero, Ven. Dambara Amila Thero, Dr. Omalpe Sobhitha Thero are the 
present day heroes who did not hesitate to risk their lives for democracy in Sri Lanka. . The 
e country is grateful to you and without any doubt your names will go down in history as 
Sri Lankan heroes of the 21st century. If the present leaders do not act swiftly to ameliorate the people’s sufferings, make ours 

a corruption free country and deviate from the promised ‘yahapalanaya’, the above Rev. Theros 
will be the firsts to take to the streets, en masse to protest and clamour for justice. A Roman Catholic, Colombo

Heroic bhikkus of today

Sarath Jayamanne, Addi-
tional Solicitor General, 
had his early education at 
Dumbara Maha Vidyalaya, 
Teldeniya and later at St. 
Anthony's College, Kandy.

He was a visiting lecturer 
at the Law College, Fac-
ulty of Law, University of 
Colombo.

He was awarded Britain's 
prestigious Chevenin Schol-
arship in 2001 and received 
his Masters Degree in 
Criminology and Criminal 
Justice from the University 
of Oxford in 2002. He was 
one of 11 candidates selected 
from around the world to 
follow this course in Oxford.

Sarath Jayamanne also 
has a Bachelor's Degree in 
Applied Science from the 
University of Sri Jayawar-
denapura. He obtained a 
Diploma in Forensic Medi-

cine and Science from the 
University of Colombo. His 
forensic science expertise 
has immensely helped him 
in  successful prosecutions in 
the country.

He has a diploma in Inter-
national Relations and has 
followed the International 
Human Rights Law Certifi-
cate course at the Interna-
tional Institute of Human 
Rights at Strasbourg, France.

During his 26 years as a  
prosecutor, Sarath handled 
many high profile criminal 
cases in Sri Lanka. He was 
successfully involved in 
the prosecutions of promi-
nent criminal cases such 
as the Kobeigane beauty 
queen murder, well-known 
ruggerite, Tony Martin's 
murder case, the assassina-
tion of High Court Judge, 
Sarath Ambepitiya. the 

Hokandara multiple murder 
case, Embilipitiya student's 
disappearance case which  
attracted the attention of 
the International Human 
Rights community and the 
assassination of MP Nalanda 
Ellawela

ASG appointed President's Counsel 

President's Counsel, Sarath 
Jayamanne

'Importing' talented sportsmen

The grand old 

Field Marshall
Oh, the grand old field marshall
He had ten thousand men
He marched them up to the top of the hill,
And marched them down again.
When they were up, they were up,
When they were down, they were down,
When they were only half-way up,
They were neither up nor down.
Oh, he marched them to the left
He marched them to the right
He even marched them upside-down
Oh, what a grand sight!
He marched them to the left
He marched them to the right
He marched them ‘round and’ round again
And then straight out of sight.

Nihal Ratnayake,
Dehiwala.

Seylan 
Office Challenge

The  Seylan Office          
Challenge took place 

recently at Sasakawa Hall, 
Colombo 3. Fourteen teams 
from offices in and around 
Colombo competed to win  
Rs.300,000 in cash prizes 
and the title of ‘Seylan Office 
Challenge  Champions.’ 

Ven. Maduluwawe Sobhitha Thero

Dr. Omalpe Sobhitha Thero

Ven. Athuraliye Rathana Thero
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