
The organisers Vasana Danthanarayana and Rozanne Diasz are happy at the 
response they received from prospective candidates who sent in their applica-
tions for the Mrs Sri Lanka for Mrs Globe International. The applications close 
on April 22 but however to those who are not able to send in their applications, 

the organisers will be happy to interview you on April 25 at the Tulip Hall, Hotel Galadari. 
You are invited to be present. Good luck to you!

The pageant for selection of Mrs Asia Interna-
tional in Kuala Lumpur will be held 
on June 6th, while the selection 
of Mrs. Globe International will 
be held  in China on December 
6. If you need further informa-
tion please contact the following  
telephone numbers – 0712827827 
or 0714222544.

The pageant in Sri 
Lanka is organised and 
presented by Vasana 
Danthanarayana and 
Rozanne Diasz. The 
Sunday Observer 
is the print media 
partner.

On a fashion high
Off to Latvia next week will 

be the fashion designer 
Sharmini Seneviratne of 

Silkwrap fame who has been invited 
to the Baltanic Fashion and Textile 
Exhibition, a huge event which will 
be held on April 16-17.

“I'm happy that I have the oppor-
tunity to go for this Fashion Exhibi-
tion which will help me for the next 
season – meeting up with designers 
and buyers who have already seen 
my collection” said Sharmini who 
met us after a short hiatus. She 
has just returned from Milan after 
being in the midst of Italian Fashion 
shows which she found to be of a 
high standard. Sharmini has been in 
the industry for about 20 years and 
recalls how when she started off she 
had one simple machine, but now 
she has a large operation going on in 
her Silkwrap factory at Battaramulla, 
handling personalised orders. In 
May, Sharmini will be off to Male 
for a three-day workshop for models 
and will be taking a model from Sri 
Lanka for the grooming program. 

Question: You started off at a 
relatively young age, what sparked 
off your interest in the love for the 
power of clothing and as the phrase 
goes the transformative quality of 
dressing up?

Answer: I had a big passion for 
fashion. In my childhood I was fond 
of art and as small as I was I used to 
cut up my mother's sarees and dress 
up my dolls. The stepping stone for 
my fashion designer career was the 
access I had to the global world and 
its fashion. I was fortunate in that I 
travelled to the famous cities in the 
world, saw the fashions according 
to my time limits. I worked as an 
air stewardess after my schooling at 
Bishop's College and this helped me 
visit the famous fashion cities. My 
mother was also a good seamstress 
and she inspired me a lot.

Q: I'm curious, tell me your 
career in fashion, was it self taught 
or did you formally study fashion, 

and how has it evolved since you 
started?

A: At the time I started off there 
was absolutely nothing I could fall 
on. There were no fashion maga-
zines to gather ideas. There were 
only two  TV channels ITN and 
Rupavahini. There were no fashion 
windows. We had a rough time 
when I started off. I have my own 
ideas in fashion but I still incorpo-
rate my ideas of colour and lengths 
that are in vogue all over the world. 
So when I started nothing was easy. 
Nothing was available unlike now 
for designers. They have internet, 
they have fashion TV and they can 
travel overseas. In our time, overseas 
travel was restricted. 

I feel I have come a long way, I 
started with nothing and now I've 
travelled the world, I've been invited 
as judge for some of fashion shows 
especially in Male – twice over. Also 
I've been the official designer for Sri 
Lankan shows in Colombo, Tokyo, 
Dubai, Oman. My collection has 
been successful in Colombo and 
overseas. Especially Milan it's like 
a second home to me. I travel at 
least twice a year to Milan, I'm an 
inspired Italian fashion follower!

Q: Is Silkwrap still your label 
and how has your work been 
received internationally?

A: Yes, Silkwrap still continues. 
Internationally I'm happy with the 
success. I have been invited to the 
Maldives to judge their fashion 
shows – Michael Wijesuriya and 
myself. I was also requested to 
design for Air Maldives and for 
some of the Maldives resorts. Last 
month I did the entire design for 
Coca Cola Maldives – Maldives 
today is an upmarket place. In Japan 
I had a successful show and now I 
have repeat orders from Tokyo. I 
displaced about 150 outfits for that 
show in Tokyo. I took models from 
Colombo – Bianca, Danielle, Sharon 
and Rozelle and we sold every single 
outfit at the show. I will be travelling 
to Latvia for the Baltanic Fashion 
Exhibition which is a huge event on 

April 16-17 this year. 
I'm invited which will 
help me for the next 
season – meeting up 
with designers and 
buyers. They have 
already seen my col-
lection. 

Q: Were you not 
interested in display-
ing your creations at 
the recently conclud-
ed fashion week.

A: No. I wasn't 
invited. This fashion week has been 
going on for about 5 years. We don't 
find any of the known designers. 
None of the Sri Lankan designers are 
involved in this fashion week, other 
than Yolande. 

There's Senaka, there's Lou 
Ching, there's Chrysanthi Fer-
nandopulle, there's Kirti Sri 
Karunaratne and myself. 
It is strange that none of 
us were invited. None 
of us have had our 
collection displayed. 
At the Paris Fashion 
Week or the Milan 
fashion week you 
get a line-up of the 
respective country's 
fashion designers, plus 
the overseas fashion design-
ers who are invited. Here, I 
noticed that there's hardly anybody 
well known, recognised models are 
also not incorporated in the fashion 
week. 

When the fashion week started 
off, there were no designers from 
Sri Lanka. Yolande came in recently. 
Fashion shows are basically buyers 
shows, not a form of entertainment.

Q: What would your advice be to 
the youth – fashion wise and fash-
ion designer wise? 

A: Fashion designing has to come 
from within you. It cannot be cop-
ied. You must be able to put your 
story into a form of art, be inspired 
by nature, colour or climate. Above 
all, be personalised and have your 
own identity.
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3 Winners can participate in MRS ASIA INTERNATIONAL Pageant this year!Mrs Category (Age Limit - 22 to 45)

Name in full :
Address :
Contact details :
Date of Birth :
National ID No :
email address :
Height :

  Mrs Sri Lanka International   Mrs Sri Lanka for Mrs Globe International  Mrs Sri Lanka for Mrs Asia International

SRI LANKA
2015

You can apply for 
MRS SRI LANKA for MRS GLOBE INTERNATIONALMRS ASIA INTERNATIONAL 

Pageant!

Closing date, on or before April 22, 2015zsaidimages@gmail.com22 Jayaratne Mawatha
Colombo 05

Application for Mrs Sri Lanka for Mrs Globe International 2015

A 
trainer/

choreog-
rapher and 

career guid-
ance consultant 

Rozanne Diasz 
is no stranger in 
the world of fash-

ion modelling and 
beauty contest. 
Adjudged the Best 
Model in 1997 and 
Miss Sri Lanka 
Universe in 2005, 
Rozanne runs the 
only and suc-

cessful Catwalk Model-
ling and fashion oriented Personality 

school in Sri Lanka Zsaid Image's  
and has trained over 500, both 

female and made models in the 
past six years, with  over 25 

local and international 
pageant winners. 

The current 

trainer 
at the Sri 
Lanka Youth 
Organisation 
affiliated to the 
Sri Lankan Gov-
ernment, Rozanne 
also was the Trainer 
and Choreographer for 
Miss Sri Lanka  for Miss 
World 2007 to 2012.

The Modelz Magazine 
owned and edited by 
her is the only Fashion  
Magazine in Sri Lanka  
and has a circulation 
of 3000 copies every 
quarter.
Currently Rozanne 

is the Director of Tacuba Private Lim-
ited and the Company also acts as a 
liason office for overseas corpo-
rate bodies for project funding, 
investment appraisals 
and  ‘Selective License 

Coordination”.

Rozanne Diasz

A world recognised National Director for 
Sri Lanka, Vasana Danthanarayana is:

Model of the World – President Sri Lanka
Best Model of the World – National Director
Manhunt International – National Director
International Model of the Year – National Director
Miss Tourism Queen International – National Director
Classic and Mrs. Asia International – National Director
A versatile personality in the Sri Lanka fashion industry 

Vasana  Danthanarayana PhD took many steps further 
as she expanded her expertise in a number of industries 
including  the construction  business.

During her career in cinema she appeared in at least 
3 teledramas and of commercials to date. In her career 
as a model Vasana has come a long way to get into the 
limelight and is now a National Director for Sri Lanka for 
a number of world recognised international fashion and 
model Pageants.

During her modelling career she won the Miss Venue 
title and was the Runner-up in the Miss Working Girl 
2000 contest. Apart from her busy  schedule as the  
Director  in R&V Constructions Pvt. Ltd, Vasana also 
takes time off to be a Trainer for models who wish to 
be professionals. What is most laudable is that Vasana is 
always there to give a helping hand to her fellow models.

Her motto, she says, is Team Spirit and says that it is 
not important  to win a contest but it is important to 
have the right team.

Some of 
Sharmini's 
designs
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