
Sri Lanka is famous for tea throughout the world. There is a great demand for our tea in the world market.
The tea plantation industry is important to Sri Lanka be-cause the export of tea brings in 60 percent of our foreign exchange.
Tea cultivation was started in Sri Lanka in 1870, during the British era.
Tea grows well in the hill country. It grows well on wet slopes. It needs plenty of rain. It also needs plenty of sun-shine.
There are thousands of acres of land under tea cultivation in Sri Lanka. Large tea estates can be seen in Nuwara Eliya, Badulla, Kandy, Kegalle and Ratnapura districts. We produce a large quantity of tea every year.The government has taken steps to develop the tea plan-tation industry in our country. We export tea to countries in the Middle East, Britain and Australia.The Tea Research Institute is situated in Lindula, Tala-wakele. Tea is our biggest foreign exchange earner.
Fathima Asma Mihlar,Grade 9D,
British International School, Bandaragama.

Tea cultivation in Sri Lanka
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Gift packs to the value of Rs. 2,500, 
Rs. 1,500 and Rs. 1,000 will be given 
to three lucky winners each week.The 
gift packs will be delivered to the win-
ners within a month.

All entries sent in for the Junior 
Observer-Ritzbury Colour Lines Com-
petition must be your own work and 
attested either by your art teacher, 
class teacher or school principal. No 
traced or copied drawings will be 
entertained. The Editor’s decision is 
final. Write your full name, school and 
address, grade,age and home address   
and contact number clearly on the 
reverse of your entries. Do not write on 
the drawings. 

Children between the ages  of 5-16 
can send in their entries. Your entries 
(done preferably on A-3 size papers) 
should be addressed to : Junior 
Observer-Ritzbury Art Competition, 
Lake House, 35, D.R. Wijewardene 
Mawatha, Colombo 10. Please call the 
following number 0115002156 ONLY in 
the   event the gift packs  do  not reach 
you in a month.

Please ensure 
that the contri-
butions sent are 
attested by the rel-
evant authorities 
and also  carry the  
full details   of the 
child as requested. 

Many creative 
drawings pub-
lished here  are 
not included in 
the competition 
as they do not 
conform with the 
rules.

valuable
gift packs from                      

RitzburyRitzburyWin

Willy, the postman
My name is Willson. Villagers call me Willy. I am a postman. I deliver letters for the rich and the poor. Not only letters, I deliver bills, invitations, cheques and parcels too. Sometimes I bring you happy or sad news.
I go to the post office in the morning in my bicy-cle and I collect letters from the post box. Then I start my journey. During my journey I may come across cities, towns and valleys. When I come to your home, I may ring the bell as “tring... tring...” or you may be waiting for me. However, I do my job from morning till afternoon at my best.
W.D. Shanika Rasangi,Grade 11A,
NCEF Buddhist College, Mulleriyawa New Town.

My favourite author is Enid Blyton. She 

was born in East Dulwich, London in 1897. 

She was the eldest of three children. Enid Bly-

ton was a trained kindergarten teacher. She opened her 

own infants’ school and later devoted herself to writing.

Her first published poem was 'Have you...?’ written in 

1917. In 1926 she was the editor for a children's maga-

zine. Her stories started to attract a wider audience in 

1930. She got married in 1924 and had two daughters 

named Gillian and Imogen.
Enid Blyton's first children's book, “The Secret Is-

land” was published in 1938. Her most famous series was 

the “Famous Five”, for readers between nine and thir-

teen years and the “Secret Seven” for aged eight and 

nine. She was worried a about her Alzheimer disease 

and she died in November 28, 1968.

Fathima Ilma Jowsi,
Grade 7,
Mukarramah International School, Malwana.

It was the month of August. The first week 

school closed for the vacation, students were 

happy with the sudden freedom they got af-

ter three months hard work. I was happy be-

cause I came first in my class.
We went to my father's village and had a glorious time. 

I played with my cousins and other boys in the village. We 

flew kites in the paddy fields and bathed in the lakes. It 

was interesting and exciting to be in a free environment 

in the village, far away from the noisy city life. After 

spending one week in the village we came happily home.

Then all of a sudden, we got an idea to organise a trip. 

Our family and my mother's sister's family joined on the 

trip. It was a one-day trip to Kandy. We worshipped the 

Sacred Tooth Relic and went to the Peradeniya Botanical 

gardens and had a nice time.
By and by, the days flew and the vacation was over. I 

enjoyed the vacation very much. I told my friends about 

my experience and I am waiting for the next vacation.

Kaveesha Amanda,
Grade 8F,
Bandaranaike College, Gampaha.

How I spent my vacation

My favourite cartoon is 'Oggy and the 

cockroaches.’ It is telecast on the 'Cartoon 

Network’ channel. Oggy is a blue coloured 

cat who has a red nose. The cockroaches al-

ways trouble Oggy. They are Dee Dee, Joey and Mark. 

Olivia, Jack are some of Oggy's friends who are cats. 

Bob is an enemy who is a dog.

There are many adventures of Oggy and the cock-

roaches. 'Go for it', 'Jack, Don't rock and cradle', 

'Jealousy', 'Hip Hip Hypnoses' are some of them. My 

friends also like to watch this cartoon. I don't miss this 

cartoon any day.

K.A.M.Neelika Ranasinghe,

Grade 7E,
Ave Maria Convent, Negombo.

My favourite cartoon

A fish tank
W. D. Vinugi Anna Joyce

Year 2
Horizon College International, 

Nugegoda.

Elephants
Mohamed Nasir Sahiptha Farwin

Grade 9E
Fathima Muslim Girls College, 

Puttalam.

Dancing women
M. D. Upuli Maleesha, Grade 4B

St. Sebastian's Girls' Primary School, Kandana.

How to start 
landscape painting

Part II

There is nothing more thrilling to the 
beginner-painter than going out to 
the countryside or village to paint for 

the first time.  There are scenes everywhere 
just waiting to be painted. But everything 
seems so vast compared to one's little can-
vas or drawing sheet, and there is so much 
interesting subject matter available that it 
is difficult to decide what to paint.

My suggestion is to make a small view 
finder, similar to the ones that photograph-
ic slide come in, only perhaps rather larger 
to act as a frame (see sketch). Holder the 
viewfinder in front of your eyes straight 
into the area that covers your view and 
draw and paint what you found through the 
frame.

Capture
By this way, you may take only the impor-

tant idea or the picture you want to capture 
for your painting. Beginner artists tend to 
try to include every detail of what they see. 
This impossible! who has the time to spend 
hours drawing or painting one tree? You 
can leave exact copying to a camera.

What you must aim to do is simplify what 
you want to draw. You have lot of freedom. 
You can remove unwanted trees or build-
ings, or lamp post, change the way a river 
runs or road or pathway or put in features 
that will improve and give life to a picture. 
By this you learn step-by-step the quickest 
way to reach a very high level of skill.

Develop your own style. You can use your 
own ideas about how to create shading. We 
all are different and express ourselves in our 
own way. Look for pictures as you go about 
in your daily travels such as parks, pretty 
gardens, golf courts and all kind of beautiful 
spots will provide possible pictures. Part of 
being an artist is knowing how to look for 
correct subjects.

Self-discipline
The more you draw the better you be-

come. We all know that, but success re-
quires self-discipline too. We tend to take 
the easy way (short cuts) and expect to suc-
ceed without putting in the drawing hours 
and the result is this works against us when 
learning a skill like drawing.

To improve your skills keep a small 
sketch pad with you and force yourself to 
draw scenes within easy reach. If you can't 
get about use photographs, old greeting or 
Christmas cards and so on. Observe care-
fully the painting shown here. A landscape 
drawing is a construction job. Different 
parts may be put together. 

By Tissa 
Hewavitarane
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