
According to the 
producer of Publish 
or Burn, which was 
broadcast on Janu-
ary 14, it remains 
a dangerous text. 

“The history of Hitler is a history of 
underestimating him; and people 
have underestimated this book,” 
says John Murphy, whose grandfa-
ther translated the first unabridged 
English language version in 1936.

“There’s a good reason to take it 
seriously because it is open to mis-
interpretation. 

‘Beer Hall’
Even though Hitler wrote it in the 

1920s a lot of what he said in it, he 
carried out – if people had paid a 
bit more attention to it at the time 
maybe they would have recognised 
the threat.”

Hitler began writing Mein Kampf 
while in prison for treason after the 
failed 1923 ‘Beer Hall’ putsch in 

Munich, outlining his racist, anti-
Semitic views. 

Once he gained power a decade 
later, the book became a key Nazi 
text, with 12m copies printed; it was 
given to newly married couples by 
the state and gold-leaf editions were 
displayed prominently in the homes 
of senior officials.

At the end of World War Two, 
when the US Army seized the 
Nazis’ publisher Eher Verlag, rights 
for Mein Kampf passed to the 
Bavarian authorities. 

They ensured the book was only 
reprinted in Germany under special 
circumstances – but the expiration 
of its copyright in December 2015 
has prompted fierce debate on how 
to curb a publishing free-for-all.

“The Bavarians have used copy-
right to control republication of 
Mein Kampf but that control is 
coming to an end – what happens 
next?” says Murphy. 

Chapter and verse
“This is still a dangerous book – 

there are issues with neo-Nazis, and 
a danger of people misinterpreting 

it if it’s not put into context.” Some 
question whether anyone would 
want to publish it – according to the 
New Yorker, “It is full of bombastic, 
hard-to-follow clauses, historical 
minutiae, and tangled ideological 
threads, and both neo-Nazis and 
serious historians tend to avoid it.”

Yet the book has become popular 
in India with politicians who have 
Hindu nationalist leanings. “It is 
considered to be a very significant 
self-help book,” Atrayee Sen, a lec-
turer in contemporary religion and 
conflict at the university of Man-
chester, tells Radio 4. “If you take 
the element of anti-Semitism out, 
it is about a small man who was in 
prison who dreamt of conquering 
the world and set out to do it.”

Publish or Burn
The removal of context is one of 

the fears of those opposed to repub-
lication. In Publish or Burn Ludwig 
Unger, spokesman for the Bavarian 
Ministry of Education and Culture, 
says:  “The result of this book was 
that millions of people were killed, 
millions were maltreated, whole 
areas were overrun with war. It’s 
important to keep this in mind and 
you can do that when you read cer-
tain passages with appropriate criti-
cal historical commentary.”

When the copyright expires, the 
Institute for Contemporary His-
tory in Munich plans to bring out 

a new edition of Mein Kampf that 
combines the original text with a 
running commentary pointing out 
omissions and distortions of the 
truth. Some victims of the Nazis 
oppose this approach, and the 
Bavarian government withdrew its 
support for the Institute after criti-
cism from Holocaust survivors.

Yet suppressing the book might 
not be the best tactic – an op-ed in 
the New York Times argued that: 
“The inoculation of a younger gen-
eration against the Nazi bacillus is 
better served by open confrontation 
with Hitler’s words than by keeping 
his reviled tract in the shadows of 
illegality.”

Murphy acknowledges that a 
global ban on the book is impos-
sible. “This is more to do with 
the Bavarian authorities making a 
point, rather than really being able 
to control it. They have to take a 
stand, even if in the modern world 
it won’t prevent people getting 
access.”

Publish or Burn’s presenter Chris 
Bowlby argues that symbolic actions 
still matter. After the copyright 
expires, the state plans to prosecute 
using the law against incitement to 
racial hatred. “From our point of 
view Hitler’s ideology corresponds 
to the definition of incitement,” says 
Ludwig Unger. “It’s a dangerous 
book in the wrong hands.”

-BBC
(Carl de Souza/Getty Images)

Anthony Doerr, the writer 
of ‘All the Light We Can-
not See’ was in Paris when 
the news reached him. It’s 

a funny coincidence that when the 
prize was announced the writer was 
sitting in Paris, eating ice cream with 
his son and his novel also unfolds in 
Paris during the second world war. 

The Novel
Doerr has a unique mastery of 

language in writing historical fiction. 
He is very careful in his extraction of 
details. The novel published in 2014 
topped the New York Times Best-
selling List as soon as it reached the 
reading public. It was the beautiful 

title of the book that made me read 
this novel. The title gives us the idea 
that it’s about ‘light’ but that light is 
shadowed by the darkness brought 
about by war. The story takes us to 
different war-torn areas from Paris to 
Germany. 

There is the little heroine Marie-
Laure who lives in Paris with her 
father. She is blind but with her 
father’s help learns how to find her 
own way. Her father, a locksmith 
builds small structures of Paris for 
her to learn the roads and places. 

Their survival during the Nazi 
occupation of France is portrayed 
with their suffering and little Marie-
Laure’s timid silhouette appears 
to the reader walking through the 
streets in Paris, lost and alone. With 
Marie-Laure’s story, the writer brings 

out another parallel story of a Ger-
man boy, Werner. He is innovative 
and intelligent. The two stories 
develop together in a bildungsroman 
(a coming-of-age story) style. Werner 
is ambitious and has a unique hand 
in electronics. 

This talent leads him to one of the 
best military schools in Germany 
where he witnesses the struggles of 
many fellow students. The inven-
tion of the radio and signals and its 
impact on the people during the first 
few years are also brought out giv-
ing the reader interesting historical 
details. 

The two main characters move in 
different circles with the same fears 
clogged inside their hearts and along 
with the war they grow up. 

Marie-Laure’s survival from the 

war makes her one of the bravest 
female characters in the world of 
fiction while Werner’s sudden death 
would leave any reader aghast and 
heartbroken.

Doerr’s style of writing
It was no surprise when Doerr 

won Pulitzer for this novel. The story 
is historical fiction at its best. It’s a 
true page turner with a lot of twists. 

Doerr doesn’t waste his time giv-
ing broad descriptions. He is very 
economical in his usage of words and 
imagery. But still retains a superb 
poetic touch is in his words. Small 
chapters separately give us the two 
stories of the two characters. 

The reader’s curiosity is quenched 
only when the two characters finally 
meet in the end. But within minutes 
of their encounter, a much loved 
character Werner, faces his death.

Doerr presents three time periods 
which allows the reader to compare 
and contrast the lives of the char-
acters and the changes inflicted on 
them by war. 

The time before the Nazi occupa-
tion of France, during the occupation 
and its aftermath.This is the type of 
novel that you would re-read sev-
eral times and recommend to every 
reader. It is a true exploration to life 
and how the struggle to live becomes 
the greatest concern when death 
becomes the greatest fear.

(The writer is a Creative Writer 
and an undergraduate of 

English Literature). 
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 Sunday, May 3 
Soul and Cool Sweat - 7 Degrees North - 7 p.m.
Cross Roads Trio - Hilton -7 p.m.
Barefoot Band - Barefoot - 11 a.m.
RCC - Cinnamon Lakeside - 7 p.m. 
Thusitha - Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m.
Oriental Trio - Terrace, Mt. Lavinia - 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz - Mount Lavinia Hotel - 11 a.m.
Beverly Rodrigo - Cinnamon Grand - 7 p.m.
Aubrey Weiman - Kingsbury - 7 p.m.
DJ Arcadia - Sky, Kingsbury - 7 p.m.
Circle Acoustic - FDO’s - 8 p.m.
Wave - Kingsbury - Poolside - 7 p.m.
Sam Dayaratne - Waters Edge - 7 p.m.

Monday, May 4 
Ananda Dabare Trio - Cinnamon Grand - 7 p.m.
Rebels- 7 Degrees North - 7 p.m.
DJ Kapila- Library, Cinnamon Lakeside - 8 p.m.
Thusitha- Galadari Hotel - 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke - Il Ponte - 8 p.m.

Tuesday, May 5
 Trio - Cinnamon Grand - 7 p.m.
Audio Squad R+B Disco - 8 p.m.
Cold Sweat - Kingsbury - 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke - Il Ponte - 8 p.m.
Jam Lab - 7 Degrees North - 7 p.m.
DJ Kapila - Library - Cinnamon Lakeside - 8 p.m.
Thusitha - Galadari Hotel - 7 p.m.

Wednesday, May 6  
Shaman and RCC - 7 Degrees North - 7 p.m.
Beverley Rodrigo - Cinnamon Grand - 5.00 p.m.
Paul Perera - Galadari Hotel - 7 p.m.
Shane Vincent - Cinnamon Lakeside - 7 p.m.
Mintaka - Qbaa - 8 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando - FDOs - 8 p.m.
DJ Effex - Magarita blue - 8 p.m.
D-zone - Curve - 9 p.m.
Replay - Colombo Courtyard - 8 p.m.
Crossroads - Colombo Hilton - 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila - Library - Cinnamon Lakeside - 8 p.m.
Jazz Trio - Kingsbury - 7 p.m.

Thursday, May 7 
Indian Trade Fair - SLEC - 10 a.m.  
Dee Zone - R & B Disco - 8 p.m.
Burn - Colombo Hilton - 7 p.m.
Rock Steady - Qbaa - 8 p.m.
Cool Sweat - Cinnamon Lakeside - 7 p.m.
Soul - 7 Degrees North - 7 p.m.
Kismet - Galadari Hotel 
Heat - Margarita Blue - 8.30 p.m. 
Ananda Dabare Trio - Cinnamon Grand - 7 p.m.
Kool - Curve - 10 p.m. 
Geoffrey Fernando/Circles Acoustic - FDOs - 8 p.m.
Shaman - Terrace, Mt. Lavinia Hotel - 7 p.m.

Friday, May 8 
The Official Motor Show of the Year - BMICH - 5 p.m. 
Indian Trade Fair - SLEC - 10 a.m. 
Mintaka-Qbaa - 8 p.m.
Rebels - Mount Lavinia Hotel - 7 p.m.
Cold Sweat - Kingsbury - 7 p.m.
Anno Domini / Beverley Rodrigo - 
Cinnamon Grand - 7 p.m. 
Magic Box Mix up - Waters Edge - 8 p.m.
Audio Squad - R+B Disco - 8 p.m.
Kismet - Galadari Hotel - 7 p.m.
Crossroads/Effex Djs - Margarita Blue - 8.30 p.m. 
Burn - Colombo Hilton - 7 p.m.
Kool- Curve Bar - 10 p.m. 
DJ Kapila - Library - Cinnamon Lakeside - 9 p.m.
RCC - Cinnamon Lakeside - 7 p.m.
Soul - 7 Degrees North - 7 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando - FDOs - 8 p.m.

Saturday, May 9
The Official Motor Show of the Year - 
BMICH - 11.00 a.m.
Burn/Effex DJ - Margarita Blue - 8.30 p.m.
G 9 / Heat - Cinnamon Grand 7 p.m.
Cool Sweat - Cinnamon Lakeside - 7 p.m. 
Geoffrey Fernando - FDOs. - 8 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz - Mount Lavinia Hotel - 7 p.m. 
Mintaka - Curve Bar - 10 p.m.
Wave - Kingsbury Poolside - 7 p.m.
DJ Naushad - Waters Edge - 8 p.m.
Deezone - Library - Cinnamon Lakeside - 8 p.m.
Magic Box - Qbaa - 8 p.m.
Soul - 7 Degrees North - 7 p.m.
Collective Colours - Colombo Hilton - 7 p.m.

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk

Entertainment 
diaryThe world’s most

Mein Kampf:

Adolf Hitler’s Mein Kampf falls out of copyright in 
Germany at the end of 2015. What will happen 
when authorities can no longer control its publica-
tion and distribution? 
“They wanted to replace the Bible.” Whispering in 
a hushed room of the Bavarian State Library, rare 
books expert Stephan Kellner describes how the 
Nazis turned a rambling, largely unreadable screed 
– part memoir, part propaganda – into a central 
part of the Third Reich’s ideology.
As Mein Kampf comes out of copyright – mean-
ing that, in theory, anyone could publish their 
own editions in Germany – in early January this 
year,  BBC’s  Radio 4 launched a new programme  
exploring what authorities can do about one of the 
world’s most notorious books.

by Fiona 
Macdonald

by Fiona Macdonald

All the light we cannot see

by Ruvindra Sathsarani

dangerous 
book?

On Monday, April 20,  it 
was announced that the 
Pulitzer Prize for Fiction 
had been awarded to 
the novel ‘All the Light 
We cannot See’. This 
year’s other short-listed 
finalists included Rich-
ard Ford’s ‘Let Me Be 
Frank With You’, ‘Laila 
Lalami’s ‘The Moor’s 
Account’ and Joyce 
Carol Oates’ Lovely, 
Dark, Deep’.

A musical commemoration
The Russian Centre in Colombo, 

together with the Sri Lanka Guitar 
Association will be presenting an eve-
ning of entertainment to commemorate 
the seventieth anniversary of the vic-
tory of Soviet Union over fascism in the 
great patriotic war (1941-1945). The 
event will be held on Saturday, May 9, 
2015, at the Russian Centre Auditorium 
from 5.00. p.m. onwards . The Chief 
Guest will be Prof Lakshman Jayatil-

lake,  Chairman, National Education 
Commission .

The evening’s activities will include 
entertainment provided by Sri Lankan 
artistes and the screening of the movie 
‘Liberation’, a dramatized account of 
the liberation of the Soviet Union Terri-
tory and the subsequent defeat of Nazi 
Germany in the great patriotic war,  
directed by Yuri Ozerov. The event will 
be open to the public free of charge.

Dharmasiri Bandaranayake’s award 
winning play ‘Dhawala Bheeshana’ will 
be staged at the Kularatne Hall, Ananda 
College, Colombo on May 9, 2015 6.30 
p.m.

‘Dhawala Bheeshana’ is a Sinhala 
translation of ‘Men without Shadows’ by 
French playwright Jean Paul Sartre. The 
play grapples with methods of torture 
and interrogation, as well as the relation-
ship between the torturer and the tor-
tured. The play’s theme of sacrifice has 
given rise to a discussion in Sri Lanka 
with in the post-war contest.

The play was first produced in the 
year 1988, winning a total of 9 awards 
including Best Director, Best Actress, 
Best Set Designing and Best Lighting 
at the 1989 State Drama Festival, It has 
been staged over 975 times since 1988 

and the new production has been staged 
50 times since September 2012, and will 
be continued in the future. The new 
production of ‘Dhawala Bheeshana’ was 
staged in year 2012. 

This new production had participated 
at the prestigious international Theatre 
Festival, Bharat Rang Mahotsav, India 
and Jaipur in 2013.

This special performance of ‘Dhawala 
Bheeshana’ will be organised in aid of 
Ruhuna University Alumni Colombo 
Association which is an organisation 
that plays a prominent role in devel-
oping healthy inter relationship among 
its member, assist uplifting academic 
and physical standards of the Univer-
sity, conducting carrier guidance, skill 
development and capacity buildings 
programmes for the under graduates etc.

‘Dhawala Bheeshana’ back on stage

A novel worthy of a 

Pulitzer

nalaka
New Stamp


	Button5: 


