
State Minister for Defence, Ruwan Wijewardene, Secretary to the Min-
istry of Defence, B.M.U.D. Basnayake, Group Chief Executive, Dialog 
Axiata PLC, Dr. Hans Wijayasuriya, Chairman of the Sri Lanka Rupa-
vahini Corporation, Somarathne Dissanayake,Group Chief Marketing 
Officer, Dialog Axiata PLC, Amali Nanayakkara and the Commanders 

of the Tri-Forces were also present at the official handing over ceremony.

S-lon Lanka Pvt Ltd., the 
flagship company of Capital 
Maharaja Organisation Ltd., 
celebrated Vesak by launch-
ing an upgraded version of 
their S-lon Pirith and Gatha 
App with numerous addi-
tional features.

The App is an android and 
iPhone application, which 
enables Buddhists to listen 
to Pirith and recite Gatha on 

their mobile devices.  Once 
downloaded, it facilitates 
access offline, allowing one 
to listen to and recite without 
connecting to the internet.. 

The upgraded App was 
presented to the Diyawade-
na Nilame, Pradeep Nilanga 
Dela, on  April 29  at his 
office at the Dalada Maligawa 
in the presence of a distin-
guished gathering. 

The event was graced by 
S.C. Weerasekera, Group 
Director, Capital Maharaja 
Organisation Ltd., senior 
managers of S-lon Lanka Pvt. 
Ltd. and devotees. 

Launched under the Vesak 
theme ‘Ammaganga galala, 
sithe duk niveva’, the upgrad-
ed App is another step in 
S-lon’s CSR program. The 
original App was launched 
during Vesak last year and 
has over 20,000 downloads. 
Available to Android and 
iPhone users, the Pirith & 
Gatha App can be download-
ed from Google Play Store 
and the iPhone App Store.
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The open drain alongside Dhammarakkita Mawatha in Kataragama, 
dug to prevent nearly 50 houses being inundated, has become a health 
hazard because of stagnating water. 

The drain was cut by the Hambantota District Executive Engineer 
of the Road Development Authority, W.E.P.S.Aruna, on the request 
of residents. Water stagnation in the open drain is due to the culvert 
being blocked by unauthorized constructions put up by unscrupulous 

persons.
Residents urge the authorities to clear these culverts and allow 
the water to flow and prevent mosquito-related epidemics.

M.Nelson Piyaratne Kataragama Group

Open drain - a health hazard

Dear reader, the Sunday 
Observer welcomes your letters. 
Letters should be brief, legible 
and contain the name, address 
and contact number of the writ-
er. Mail your letters to: 'Let-
ters', The Sunday Observer, 35, 
D.R.Wijewardene Mawatha, 
Colombo 10. Email: vdt@sunday-
observer.lk

Handwritten copies should be 
duly signed.

Your View...
Events

 “Jameel Sir has passed away today.” 
This was the text message I received 
from a friend in Doha on April 
28.While I was saying “To God we 
belong and to Him shall we all return,” 
my mind spontaneously embarked on 
a journey to the past, reviewing the few 
occasions when I had the opportunity 
to sit with Hon. Jameel and discuss 
concerns we both had about the Mus-
lims of Sri Lanka. 

I only knew him from afar, when 
he became the principal of Kalmunai  
Zahira College and later as principal 
of the Addalaichenai Teachers Train-
ing College.  I vividly remember of 
having heard of him at that time as an 
accomplished administrator and suc-
cessful and disciplined principal which 
he undoubtedly was.

My first encounter with him was in 
November 1988, after I returned hav-
ing graduated from Egypt. I received 
an offer as a lecturer at the Department 
of Cultural Studies at the Eastern Uni-
versity of Sri Lanka. The decision to 
appoint me was taken, as I later came 
to know, by the University Senate and 
I was asked by one of the members 
to hand over my documents to Mr. 
Jameel, then the Registrar of the Uni-
versity.

 I went to his residence without 
an appointment and was warmly 
welcomed. He was ecstatic about my 
achievement; being the first Sri Lankan 
to have received a doctorate from the 
Al-Azhar University in Egypt. Even as 
I handed him my documents, he had 
kicked off a conversation about some 
of the problems Sri Lankan Muslim 
faced, particularly those relating to 
higher education. I was taken aback.  

As the discussion continued, I real-
ized that I was talking to a person who 
had internalized those concerns of the 
Muslim community. 

He was a towering educationist, a 
theorist and a visionary whose rec-
ommendations suggested that he had 
put in several years of careful reflec-
tion to the educational dilemma of the 
Muslims of Sri Lanka. Even his wife, 
who later joined our discussions, spoke 
at length of their visit to Iraq, their 
appreciation of its history, formidable 
tradition and legacy and the mainte-
nance and preservation of the oldest 
known civilization of the world.(Two 
years later Uncle Sam’s invasion of Iraq 
would convert all that to ruin). 

Aesthetic sense
I vividly remember that we also 

deliberated on the  necessity of incul-
cating an aesthetic sense in our stu-
dents from an early age thus creating a 
sound and upright society.  Although 
senior to me by many years, I found 
him listening to me with humility and 
appreciation. 

Our meeting was not long and when 
I came out carrying some of his writ-
ings on the educational contributions 
and services of some of our leaders and 
forefathers, I knew I had met a man 
who was an embodiment of rare quali-
ties. We agreed to continue our discus-
sions later, since I would be working 
there we would have instances to meet. 

We resumed contact during a 
national Milad celebration at Add-
alaichenai which was overseen by my 
very dear friend and our late lead-
er, Ashraf. Unaware that we were 
acquainted, Ashraf introduced us and 
was pleasantly surprised to know that 
we had met earlier and enjoyed mutual 
respect for each other. He later told 
me, “If you want to write a convinc-
ing report on any issue in English you 
will not find a better person, at least 

in our area other than Mr. Jamil in his 
eloquence, articulation and linguistic 
beauty.” I knew he was right. 

After that, I met Jameel several 
times, the last of which was at his resi-
dence at Dehiwela. All these meetings 
only reinforced my first impression of  
Jameel. He was a wonderful human 
being and a son of the soil, genuinely 
concerned about the well-being of his 
own community, country and particu-
larly that of the people of the East. It 
was not surprising then to see him 
involved in many projects that high-
lighted and brought to light various 
aspects of the cultural life of the East-
ern Muslims in a wider sense.

In my opinion, the Muslim com-
munity of our country,especially that 
of the Eastern Province has lost a 
genius and a man of great wisdom, 
an exceptional educationist and an 
administrator who exuded discipline. 
During his career, he rose to being 
Secretary in the Ministry of Muslim 
Religious and Cultural Affairs, a posi-
tion he well deserved. He had almost 
single-handedly prepared a formidable 
archive of Muslim parliamentarians 
and politicians over the past 200 years 
of Sri Lankan history. Much of his life 
of course was guided by his upbringing 
in a multi-cultural ambience and that 
was what he dearly promoted all his 
life as well.

It is my sincere desire that his pupils, 
numbering in the thousands and occu-
pying significant positions in society 
and the country will introduce their 
mentor’s legacy to the country and 
thus add to the book of the ‘History 
of Muslims of Sri Lanka’, the wanting 
chapter on Hon. Mr.Jameel. 

May Allah accept Jameel among His 
pious faithful ones and reward him 
Jennathul Firdous. Ameen

Prof. Dheen Mohamed
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Tribute

President Maithripala Sirisena being 

presented a set of Gatha books by  S. 

C. Weerasekara, Group Director, Capital 

Maharaja Organization Ltd; and  Ms. 

Shalini Navaratne, Manager- Trade Mar-

keting and Business Development, S-lon 

Lanka (Pvt) Ltd. 

  The S-lon floats distributing Pirith water, Pirith nool and Gatha booklets attracted a large number of devotees along the Perahera route 

Sri Lanka has a history of more than 2500 years. Though the arrival of 
prince Vijaya and prince Panduvasadeva is important, the most important 
event is the arrival of Arahat Mahinda. It was after his arrival that Sri 
Lankan society, which was uncultured became civilized and cultured.

Then society changed completely. The main livelihood was agriculture 
and a society based on the five precepts was born. There was  rapid devel-
opment in social values, arts, crafts, sculpture and architecture. Family 
bonds became stronger. There was mutual respect love, affection, compas-
sion within society. The people emulated a simple lifestyle.

With the arrival of Westerners after the 15th  century, everything 
changed including customs, tradition and manners. The worse thing 
was the disrespect for the five precepts. Killing human beings like killing 
animals, stealing property, sexual abuse and addiction to liquor. All these 
misdeeds spread in society. Money become ‘god’. The place given to ethics 
and moral values vanished.

Can even a few of us be called true Buddhists? 
This degradation spread in the whole of society and deterioration of all 

values followed. In place of Buddhists now there are a number of drug and 
alcohol addicts. The Sinhalese are proud of their past, specially of the Anu-
radhapura and Polonnaruwa eras but now people are so inhuman that the 
impact of these two eras are a forgotten past. 

If immediate action is not taken, this country and society will vanish and 
we will be subject to cultural dominance in the context of globalization.

It is essential to strengthen law and order in the country as soon as 
possible. More useful strategies should be implemented.The labour force 
should be used for the benefit of the country. Otherwise this society will be 
subject to the harmful effects of the fall of social ethics. Parents, teachers, 
professionals civil society  activists and political leaders have to take the 
leadership in this venture.

G.H.P. Nimalasena
Wewegedara,
Haliela

Erosion of ethics

Now that anti capitalist humanitarian socialism is no more in vogue, let 
us change the name of our country once again while retaining our histori-
cal name of ‘Lanka’, to something more appropriate.

Let us re-name our country as the ‘Republic of Sri Lanka’ and if  we wish 
to reflect on our diversity but also our unity, then let us call our country 
the ‘United Republic of Sri Lanka’. 

With the fortunate advent of this new Government and its slogan  ‘Yaha-
palana’, our President Maithripala Sirisena and the Government should 
give serious thought to this- for national unity is the foundation for good 
governance and should be our goal. This should find expression in the 
name of the country itself, which should reflect our values. 

In the first instance, as a Republic, we have a form of democratic gov-
ernment in which power resides in elected individuals representing the 
sovereign citizens, and government leaders  exercise power according 
to the Constitution which enthrones Democracy, the Rule of Law and 
Human Rights. 

We value the fact that we are an ancient country, with a proud cultural 
heritage, we also value the fact that though we are a predominantly Bud-
dhist country; tolerance of other religions and other ethnic groups has 
added value to our image, though the manner in which we handled the 
Tamil issue was wrong, this administration  is in the the process of putting 
that right.

‘Compassion and Tolerance’ is our motto for it is  not only the essence 
of Buddhism but also of Christianity. We also value democracy and all it 
entails; the fact that ours was the first country in Asia to give its people free 
education, free medicare  and also free food for the poor. We are also the 
first country, from among those colonised by the British, to receive Uni-
versal  Suffrage even before some countries in the developed West enjoyed 
that right. We have also elected governments without an interruption for 
over 65 years since Independence; So we do have much to be proud about 
as a democracy. Let us rename our country simply as the ‘Republic of Sri 
Lanka’ or as the ‘United Republic of Sri Lanka’ and move forward.

  K. Godage.
Via-e-mail.

‘United Republic of Sri Lanka’ 

Diyawadena Nilame Pradeep Nilanga Dela being presented the upgraded App at his office at the Dalada Maligawa

S-lon Pirith 
& Gatha App 
launched

Capt. Aruni de Silva of the Sri Lanka Army, who won of 
Ranaviru Real Star: Mission IV in 2014, receiving a brand 
new house worth Rs.20 million in Malabe from President, 
Maithripala Sirisena.

Rs 20 M house for Ranaviru Real Star 

S.H.M. Jameel:- 
a rare genius
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