
To the great delight of 
movie lovers, the Digital 
Film Academy at the Sri 
Lanka Foundation Insti-
tute, held a screening of 

the Cannes Award winning Winter 
Sleep on May 28, with an additional 
bonus in the form of an introduction 
and some interesting insights into the 
movie as a visual narrative, by Sinhala 
theatre practitioner and fiction writer 
Piyal Kariyawasam. 

Directed by Nuri Bilge Ceylan, 
Winter Sleep is a 2014 Turkish drama 
adapted from the short story, ‘The 
Wife’, by Anton Chekhov.  Set in 
Anatolia, it presents a story that is 
very tightly bound to the landscape 
in which it is set. The movie won the 
Palme d’Or and the FIPRESCI Prize 
at the 2014 Cannes Film Festival, and 
was selected as the Turkish entry for 
the Best Foreign Language Film at the 
87th Academy Awards. 

Among some of the notable points 
that Kariyawasam brought out for 
the audience, were factors like how 
themes and love and domestic con-
flicts are portrayed. Understanding 
the interplay of relationships between 
the central characters and the aspira-
tions or lack of them is also a sig-
nificant matter that helps the viewer 
gauge the motives behind the 
way in which frictions arise. 
Another point was the man-
ner in which dialogue has 
been presented, like theatre 
being infused to the nar-
rative. Kariyawasam said 
certain scenes seem almost 
as though they were more 
suited for stage theatre than 
film. 

Winter Sleep gave me as a 
Sri Lankan a view of a land-
scape, a geography that was 
absolutely fantastic in terms of 
unusualness. The story is 
set in a rural 

area characterised by rock outcrops 
that have moulded a somewhat nature 
bound form of housing. Watching 
the film and of course the manner in 
which it has been filmed will impress 
on the viewer how much the land-
scape and the atmosphere affects the 
nature of the inhabitants. The land-
scape itself, I felt imposes a solitude 
upon the lives of the main characters 
and their mindsets. The atmosphere 
creates a quietude that grips the peo-
ple and almost sentences them to an 
inward silence that makes them soli-
tary creatures. 

The central character is Aydin 
a man of many attributes. He is a 
retired thespian who has considerable 
knowledge about the Turkish theatre. 
He is a writer who has published 
several books and regularly writes to 
periodicals. And he is also a business-
man mainly operating in the hospital-
ity sector, his establishment being the 
Othello Hotel. The other characters 
who are within his immediate domes-
tic setup are – his young wife Nihal, 
his divorcee sister Necla and his staff-
ers who help run the establishment.    

Another layer in the story is how 
Aydin’s tenants face some severe 
financial debility and seek his munifi-
cence, only to see that his mettle as a 
landlord and businessman cannot be 
affected easily with appeals to ‘pre-

sumed humanism’.  
He is a man immersed 
in his world of writ-

ing, literature, and 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l interests. One of the inner conflicts 

that is brought out about what Aydin’s 
work as a writer means to the world 
at large is whether or not he is writ-
ing about the subjects he knows best 
and is instead writing about things 
that may seem thought provoking 
due to controversy being bound to the 
topic in the context of political reali-
ties. Another topic of introspective 
thought that is contentious to Aydin is 
whether he has wasted the best years 
of his life on things that didn’t matter 
as much? The question of how much a 
man has achieved when looking back 
and how what can be the yardsticks to 
gauge success is a subtle yet sensible 
question that comes out in the film. 

The issues related to conflicting 
emotions between Aydin and his 
young wife Nihal are brought 
out slowly and occupy the cli-
matic points of how the story will 
end. Nihal is shown as a woman 
trapped by her circumstances of 
the comforts in life provided by 

her wealthy husband and also the 
geography that has placed them in 
a cocooned state of solitude, which 
deprives her of a vibrant social life. 
Aydin on the other hand has created a 
lifestyle, which he is very content with 
and distrusts new faces and initiatives 
that may create trouble in the future. 

Beneath the exteriors of the char-
acters like Aydin and Nihal, we come 
to learn of voices and sensibilities 
that have practically no means to be 
expressed except through conflict of 
words and sentiments. 

We see how their intentions to do 
good have to be at times kept in secre-
cy. The film speaks of how on one 
hand, the need for an existential inves-
tigation of their lives is approached 
through their introspective conversa-
tions that arise through contentions. 
And on another level it seems to say 
that bringing out our issues may not 
be an answer to the problem unless 
we know how to deal with them, once 
they have been brought out. 
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Sunday, June 7
Paul Perera – Calfornia  Gril – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Soul and Cool Sweat – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Aubrey Weiman – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
DJ Arcadia - Sky, Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Circle Acoustic – FDO’s  - 8 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Oriental Trio – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
RCC – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury – Poolside – 7 p.m.

Monday, June 8
DJ Kapila – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Rebels – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 pm.
Shamal - Califonia Gril – 7.pm

Tuesday, June 9
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
Shamal - Califonia Gril – 7.pm
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Audio Squad R+B Disco – 8 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Jam Lab – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.

Wednesday, June 10
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Jazz Trio – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shane Vincent – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 pm.
Shamal -Califonia Gril – 7.pm
Mintaka – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8 p.m.
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Beverley Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5.00 p.m.
Shaman and RCC - 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
D-zone – Curve - 9 p.m.
Replay – Colombo Courtyard – 8 p.m.

Thursday, June 11 
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Dee Zone – R & B Disco – 8 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. Paul Perera 
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 
Ananda Dabare Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Rock Steady – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Cool Sweat – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera - Califonia Gril – 7.pm

Friday, June 12
Herschel Rodrigo Trio California Grill – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peris – Curry leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Anno Domini / Beverley Rodrigo – 
Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Mintaka-Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Burn – Colombo Hilton – 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Audio Squad – R+B Disco – 8 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Kool- Curve Bar – 10 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
RCC – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8 p.m.

Saturday June 13
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Collective Colours – Colombo Hilton – 7 p.m.
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 10 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury Poolside – 7 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Cool Sweat – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs. - 8 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Burn/Effex DJ – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – California Grill – 7 p.m.
G 9 / Heat – Cinnamon Grand 7 p.m.
Deezone – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk

Entertainment 
diary

Winter Sleep

Solitudes and 

contentions

Fête de la Musique

A chance 
to show off
A musical journey that 

began in France will 
make its presence 

felt in Sri Lanka once again, 
when Alliance Française 
de Colombo hosts ‘Fête de 
La Musique’ (International 
Music Day ) on June 20, 
2015                                                                                                                       

This unique musical event 
was first held in France on 
June 21, 1982 and is now 
celebrated all over the world.  
In France Professional and 
Amateur Musicians take to 
the streets and parks on this 
day to celebrate the arrival 
of Summer after a dismal 
Spring. It is free of charge 
and thousands of people 
flock to the parks and streets 
to enjoy good music and 
have great fun the whole day. 

In Sri Lanka, the Festival 
has become an opportunity 
showcase talent with both 
amateurs and professionls, 
be individuals, school 
bands, schools music clubs, 
Interact Clubs ,  music 
groups,  ballet schools / 
groups, dance schools, 
music associations  all invit-
ed to participate.  The only 
criteria are that the partici-
pants be able sing (in any 
language), play any musical 
instrument or dance.

Entry to the event for 
the participants is free of 
charge  and the Organis-
ers, Alliance Française de 
Colombo,  will be pro-
viding the  space, sound  
systems and for those 
who need the background 
music by  ANNESLEY  
MALEWANA AND SUPER 
CHIMES.

There will also be many 
professional artistes who 
will perform as guest 
artistes.

For Application Forms to 
participate contact the Alli-
ance Française de COLOM-
BO   at 11, Barnes Place, 
Colombo 7 - Tel 2694162 
/ 2693467 /2671073 or  
e-mail to secr@alliancefr.lk

nificant matter that helps the viewer 
gauge the motives behind the 
way in which frictions arise. 
Another point was the man-
ner in which dialogue has 
been presented, like theatre 
being infused to the nar-
rative. Kariyawasam said 
certain scenes seem almost 
as though they were more 
suited for stage theatre than 
film. 

Winter Sleep gave me as a Winter Sleep gave me as a Winter Sleep
Sri Lankan a view of a land-
scape, a geography that was 
absolutely fantastic in terms of 
unusualness. The story is 
set in a rural 

affected easily with appeals to ‘pre-
sumed humanism’.  

He is a man immersed 
in his world of writ-

ing, literature, and 
p h i l o s o p h i c a l interests. One of the inner conflicts 

that is brought out about what Aydin’s 
work as a writer means to the world 
at large is whether or not he is writ-
ing about the subjects he knows best 
and is instead writing about things 
that may seem thought provoking 
due to controversy being bound to the 
topic in the context of political reali-
ties. Another topic of introspective 
thought that is contentious to Aydin is 
whether he has wasted the best years 
of his life on things that didn’t matter 
as much? The question of how much a 
man has achieved when looking back 
and how what can be the yardsticks to 
gauge success is a subtle yet sensible 
question that comes out in the film. 

Suhanya’s Arangethram

Events

The Bharatha Natya Arangeth-
ram of Suhanya Himanshi Kurune-
ru was held at the Bishop’s Col-
lege Auditorium, Colombo 2 on 
May 30. She is a student of Guru 
Priyadarshini Bandara. 

Suhanya is the daughter of Dr. 
Himansu and Chamila Kuruneru 
of Bambalapitiya and is a grade 
8 student of Visakha Vidyalaya. 
She is also the granddaughter of 
Veterinary Surgeons Dr. Percy 
Gunathilake and late Dr. A. Kurune-
ru. 

State Minister for Child Affairs 
Rosy Senanayake was the Chief 
Guest at the Arangethram.
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