
The skies turned gloomy 
when I heard of the passing of 
my friend Tony Ranasinghe, the 
consummate actor, the play-
wright and the translator of the 
classical literature of the masters.

More than all of the above, he 
was my friend. He acted in my 
first films ‘Adara Kathawa’ and 
‘Janelaya’. 

It was a wonderful experi-
ence working with him. He kept 
the set alive with his anecdotes.
Not known to many is that he 
worked in the AD's Department 
on the Steven Spielberg / George 
Lucas film ‘Indiana Jones and 
the Temple of Doom’

Tony in his youth was the 
most intrinsic, vulnerable, sensi-
tive presence on the local cin-
ema screens. 

He was often compared to 
the great American actor Mont-
gomery Clift. Our greatest film 
legend, Mister Gamini Fonseka 
considered Tony the best actor 
in Sri Lanka, and remained 
his closest friend in the act-
ing fraternity. That should be 
considered a great achievement 
since Mister Fonseka suffered 
no fools.My last conversation 
with him was regarding an 
original screenplay he wrote 
for me.  A comedy about the 

Japanese bombing a paddy field 
during the last world war. It was 
a comedy that I had planned to 
direct with Tony and Joe Abey-
wickrema in the leading roles. 
He wanted to cast new talent 
and direct it himself. 

I agreed. Alas, it was not 
meant to be.I was enriched by 
many facets of life, cinema, 
art, classical literature, humour 
and numerous other things...
by simply knowing him. A man 
of honour, truth and sincer-
ity..............Goodbye Tony...my 
friend.

- Chandran Rutnam

The best among                                  the rest
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Raigam Tele awards 2015

R
aigam TELEES 
2014, the 11th 
annual Raigam 
Tele Awards 
was held at the 

Nelum Pokuna Theatre, 
Colombo, with a guest 
list that read like the 
Who’s Who of Colombo. 
The award for the Most 
Popular Actor of the 
Year went to Saranga 
Disasekara, while Udari 
Warnakulasooriya was 
adjudged the Most Popu-
lar Actress. Chandani 

Senev-
irathne and 

Vishwajith Gunasekara 
were adjudged Best 
Teledrama Actor and 
Actress.  Special awards 
of appreciation were 
given to Derek Fernando 
and Anula Karunathillake.  
Cyril Wickramage was 
honoured with Prathibha 
Prabha Gaurawa – the 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award.‘ Chess’ telecast  
on Swarnavahini was 
adjudged the Teledrama 
of the Year,  and the 
award for the Best Tel-
edrama Music Direc-
tion also went 

to Swarnavahini for 
‘Chess’. Swarnava-
hini was also named 
the Best Channel of 
the Year. Rupavahini 
received the Raigam 
award for Media Excel-
lence. Raigam TELE,ES 
is an annual event con-
ducted by the Raigam 
Group to appreciate 
the dedication of 
artistes and media 
personalities who rep-
resent the respective 
fields.

- Pix by Lalith 
C.Gamage

Sunday, June 21
DJ Arcadia - Sky, Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Circle Acoustic – FDO's  - 8 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
RCC – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera – Calfornia  Gril – 7 p.m.
Norma'n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Soul and Cool Sweat – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Aubrey Weiman – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Oriental Trio – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia – 7 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury – Poolside – 7 p.m.

Monday, June 22
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 pm.
DJ Kapila – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Rebels – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Shamal - Califonia Gril – 7.pm

Tuesday, June 23
Peter and the Wolf – Bishop's College Auditorium – 6.30 pm
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Jam Lab – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
Shamal - Califonia Gril – 7.pm
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Audio Squad R+B Disco – 8 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.

Wednesday, June – 24 
Peter and the Wolf – Bishop's College Auditorium – 6.30 pm
Shamal -Califonia Gril – 7.pm
Mintaka – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8 p.m. 
Beverley Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5.00 p.m.
Shaman and RCC - 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
D-zone – Curve - 9 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Jazz Trio – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shane Vincent – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 pm.
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Replay – Colombo Courtyard – 8 p.m.

Thursday, June 25
Choirs in Harmony – Lionel Wendt Theatre - 7pm
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. Paul Perera 
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 
Ananda Dabare Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Dee Zone – R & B Disco – 8 p.m.
Rock Steady – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Cool Sweat – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera - Califonia Gril – 7.pm

Friday, June 26
Herschel Rodrigo Trio California Grill – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peris – Curry leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Anno Domini / Beverley Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Mintaka-Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Burn – Colombo Hilton – 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Audio Squad – R+B Disco – 8 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Kool- Curve Bar – 10 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
RCC – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8 p.m.

Saturday June 27
Cool Sweat – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs. - 8 p.m.
Norma'n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Collective Colours – Colombo Hilton – 7 p.m.
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 10 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury Poolside – 7 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Burn/Effex DJ – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Heart 'N' soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – California Grill – 7 p.m.
Shamal -Califonia Gril – 7.pm
G 9 / Heat – Cinnamon Grand 7 p.m.
Deezone – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk

A review of the Sinhala comedy play 
Kandoskiriyawa 

On Sunday, June 14, seated in the 
gentle darkness at the Punchi Theatre 
in Borella, I caught a ‘meaningful earful’ 
of comedic pandemonium. The Sinhala 
word ‘Kandoskiriyawa’ gets defined as 
‘clamorous racket that assails the ears’ 
and the Sinhala stage drama of the same 
name did justice to the definition. It also 
did much more. 

Written by Somapala Gunadheera and 
directed by Namel Weeramuni, Kan-
doskiriyawa is a performance ripe with 
laughter that spirals from the uproar 
caused by the mismatched group of 
characters in an election booth in rural 
Sri Lanka, set in a bygone era. However, 
beneath the chaos and the laughter is 
a subtle depiction of the change of a 
social landscape where old hierarchies 
and power bases are challenged in the 
face of advancing social empowerment, 
which is shown through the token of the 
‘franchise’. 

Comedy is a very popular genre when 
it comes to theatre in Sri Lanka. And 
through comedy, an artful approach 
to narrate socio-political issues can be 
devised. Kandoskiriyawa is a drama that 
carries much meaningful depictions that 
offer critiques how, over several genera-
tions, society encountered transforma-
tive pathways in the face of electoral 
democracy.  

It is not a critique of this day but a 
critical reflection of the times past that 
has preceded our present. 

The story in Kandoskiriyawa is made 
for entertainment that touches the typi-
cal Sri Lankan pulse. But it offers seri-
ous insight about who we, as a society 
immature in the ways of electoral poli-
tics were, back in a time when the old 
colonial order had officially paved the 
way for democracy in our country. 

The story unfolded in a minimalist 
stage set but with remarkable attractive-
ness through the power of performance.  
Kandoskiriyawa must be commended 
on that account. 

The players all did a superb job. Lalith 
Rajapaksa, who played the role of the 
Returning Officer Gunapala, deserves 
a robust round of applause for his per-
formance. Seneth Dikkumbura did his 
duty as both, a character bound to the 
service of his superior officer and an 
artiste bound to delight his audience. 
Daya Tennekoon’s character Uragas-
manghandiye Dickman Silva, both a 
clownish and thuggish persona, gave a 
heady dose of hullabaloos. 

The showy linguist committed to 
guard the purity of the Sinhala language 
and its grandeur –Panditha Kesari, was 
brought to life impressively by Wijeratne 
Warakagoda. Grace Ariyawimala as 

Kathirina, the partly deaf village woman 
added much humour. And Malini Weer-
amuni, playing the role of the boastful 
busybody Mrs. Gajanayake, unfolded 
with pervasive liveliness on the stage! 

When looking at the characters one 
feels sympathy for the dutiful public 
servant Mr. Gunapala who is committed 
to do his job right believing it is in the 
best interest of the public. 

But the critique the story subtly brings 
out is how bothered the segment of 
the public are, about their rights of the 
franchise and the significance of casting 
a vote at an election? The lackadaisi-
cal ways of the villagers of yore when it 
comes to getting involved with compli-
cated matters of State and the whimsical 
ways in which they approach the matter, 
are brought out strikingly in the play. 

How conscious are we in fact, even 
today, of the duty to be involved in mat-
ters of public interest? Rural people back 
then, perhaps seldom bothered to think 
how ‘policymaking’ by leaders and their 
own future could be connected. Perhaps 
that mindset isn’t fully transformed even 
now, since there are enough and more 
who are utterly indifferent to politics 
and matters of elections, conveniently 
shirking their duty to be proactive citi-
zens. 

For a people to ‘mature politically’ 
the events that led them to their pre-
sent must be looked at incisively. If 
democracy is guarded as sacrosanct in 
countries like Britain, France, and the 
USA, it is pertinent to ask what made 
them treasure it so much? Their political 
history will show a narrative of political 
maturity of the people. Did Sri Lanka 
ever have that transformative process 
with the common man? 

What Kandoskiriyawa depicts is how 

elections as an exercise of the Sate is 
perceived by a cross section of the peo-
ple. It is also depictive of how elections 

and the introduction of the franchise 
paved the way for the old social order of 
rigid social hierarchism to crack. This 
element comes out in the exchange of 
heated words between 
the incorrigible 
drunkard Dickman 
Silva and the aristo-

cratic Mrs. 
Gaya-

nayake. 
As characters 

they all depict cer-
tain key aspects of 
a bygone milieu. 
In this respect I 
would say that the 
character of Mrs. 
Gajanayake was 
the one with the biggest assortment of 
emotions and diversity. 

She who represents the aristocratic old 
order shows the layer of society that is in 
a dilemma over the social transforma-
tions that are catalysed by factors like 
the franchise. 

Characters like Gunapala represent 
the upward social mobility that has hap-
pened in society as a result of education 
and government sector employment 
opportunities. And the character of 
Dickman Silva represent the rebellious 
layer of society who demand dignity and 
will be unruly towards the aristocratic 
feudal lords,  while respecting the edu-
cated representatives of government like 
Gunapala, who carry official authority of 
the State. 

Finally, one must ask when looking 
at how the action unfolds on stage, how 
valued was electoral democracy to the 
masses depicted in Kandoskiriyawa? 
Today in our country, the simple defini-
tion for democracy’s existence is merely 
elections. 

What it means to be a society built 
on principles of democracy is yet to be 
entrenched in our collective thinking! 
Therefore, what could have been expect-
ed in the sort of times that are depicted 
in Kandoskiriyawa? Without doubt 
the playwright, Somapala Gunadheera, 
knew with much incisive perceptiveness 
about society back then that the best 
way to give his critical artistic message 
was through the sweetness of comedy. 

Who can resist the occasion to erupt 
in robust laughter? But let us not forget 
that we are also laughing at a facet of 
our own society. And be conscious that 
unless we take to heart to be more pro-
active in gaining political maturity as a 
people, the joke, is finally, on us! 

Meaningful earful of
political immaturity 

BOOK  LAUNCH

ON STAGE

TRIBUTE

‘Reflections in Loneliness,  a 
Collection of Poems and Prose’ 
by Chandana Ruwan Jayanetti, 
Senior Lecturer in English at the 
Galle Advanced Technological 
Institute-(ATI) of the Sri Lanka 
Institute of Advanced Technologi-
cal Education (SLIATE), will be 
launched at the Auditorium of 
‘Dakshinapaya’, Southern Province 
Chief Ministry, Labuduwa, Galle, 
between 3.00-5.00 p.m. on Satur-
day, June 27.

The book contains 31 poems 
and five pieces of imaginative, 
thought provoking prose in 96 
pages, with an introduction by 
Kamala Wijeratne, Senior poet 
and retired Chief Project Officer 
of the NIE, and a blurb by Dr. 
Lalith Ananda, Head, Department 
of English, University of Sri Jaya-
wardenapura. 

The poems are a collection 
written over a period of nearly 20 
years by the writer, started while 
he was an undergraduate at uni-
versity. 

They are based on a range of 
themes such as childhood experi-
ences, compassion on humans 
and animals, felicitation of the 
deserved, love and related experi-
ences of youth, and the thirty-year 

old internal armed struggle that 
saw an end in 2009. To quote 
Kamala Wijeratne, “The themes 
of his poems, expressed with sin-
cerity and empathy range from 
the personal to the global. 

He picks out moments of 

poignancy like his 
mother’s death, the 
death of his young 
friend who walked 
confidently and val-
iantly to the war front 
and his parting from 
his lover.” 

The prose, writ-
ten recently, sees the 
author recreating the 
simple, unsophisticated 
country life of the 70s 
and 80s  in the guise of 
a school going boy. 

The essays bear 
the titles ‘We Buy a 
Bicycle’, ‘Television 
Descends’, ‘The Village 
Goes to the Fair’, ‘Bath-
ing Excursions’, and 
‘Hingurakanda’,  which 
gives one an idea about 
the interesting content 
in them. Commenting 
on prose Wijeratne 
maintains, ‘His prose 

needs special commendation, for 
the perception and understanding 
he shows of rural life of a by-gone 
era. 

He writes with firsthand knowl-
edge about a microcosmic world 
in which he grew up and goes 

into details, which are minute but 
deeply revealing of human nature. 
He demonstrates an insight into 
human weaknesses, which also 
reflects his sympathy- the coun-
terparts- loyalties and goodnesses 
are also not lost sight of.’

Dr. Lalith Ananda commending 
on the work and the writer says, 
‘a unique showcasing of the talent 
and potential of a young writer 
who has crafted his work in an 
elegant syntax and  a compelling 
style offering a lasting impression 
about life and existence.”

The cover has been designed 
by Prasad Nanayakkara,  with the 
illustrations/thematic pictures 
drawn by Anuradha Dikovita, a 
student of the writer following 
the Higher National Diploma in 
English-HNDE at the Galle ATI. 
The book has been printed by 
Tharanjee Prints, Maharagama.

Professor Rajiva Wijesinha 
will be the Chief Guest at the 
launch, and the book review will 
be made by Mihiri Jansz, Lecturer 
at the Post Graduate Institute of 
English-PGIE, Open University 
of Sri Lanka. Dr. Hemamala Rat-
watte, Director, PGIE, OUSL and 
Dr. Lalith Ananda of USJP will be 
Special Guests. 

Reflections in Loneliness 

Two special shows of ‘Meya Thuw-
akkuwak Nowe’ winner of best play, 
best direction and 7 other awards at 
the State Theater Festival 2015, will 
be staged at the Lionel Wendt Thea-
tre, Colombo at 3.30 p.m. and 7.00 
p.m. today (21). The play is written 
and directed by Chamila Priyanka 
and has Mayura Kanchana, Dhilum 
Bhuddika, Anjana Premarathne, 
Yashodha Rasadhuni, Pramodh 
Edirisinghe and Kanishka Fernando 
in the performers line up, with stage 
set design by K.V.D. Amarathunga. 
Lakshani Amarathunga and Bianca 
Hansini, stage management by Cha-
mara Ghamathige, Sameera Wimala-
siri, Isuru Kashyapa, Kumudu Wick-
ramathanthrige, make up by Palitha 
Abeylal and stage lighting by Hiran 
Abesekera and Lahiru Rathnayake. 

‘Meya Thuwakkuwak Nowe’ is being 
organised by Jude Srimal. Tickets 
are available only at Lionel Wendt 
Theater (All seats have been box 
planned)

‘Meya Thuwakkuwak  Nowe’ 
at Lionel Wendt

TONY RANASINGHE
 A man of honour, truth and sincerity
..............Goodbye my friend

Deanna School of Dancing will stage ‘Peter & The Wolf ’ at the Bishops College Auditorium, Colombo 2, at 7.30 p.m. on June 23 and 24  Choreographed by Nata-sha & Natalie Jayasuriya, the story revolves around Peter who lives with his grumpy grandfather in a small cottage on the edge of a vast forest in Russia, where wolves roam free. It is a story about how Peter escapes into the forest in the mid-dle of the night to have fun with his friends and how he captures a big, bad wolf. 
Tickets for the show will be on sale from Friday, 5th, June, 2015 at the Deanna School of Dancing, 30/63H Longden Place, Colombo 7. 

The debut direction of Susanga 

Kahandawalaarachchi, 'Maranaya Nomile', 

(Death for Free), will be staged on Jul 18 

and 19,  at Namel Malini Punchi Theatre, 

Borella. ‘Maranaya Nomil’e is a Sinhala 

adaptation of the Indian play 'Reflection' 

by Marathi director, Mahesh Elkunvich-

ar. Kahandawalaarachchi has been in the 

theatre field for more than two decades. 

Produced by Indika Samarawickrama,  the 

adaptation was done by Satyapala Galketi-

ya. Cast includes Susanga Kahandawa-

laarachchi, Wasantha Vittachchi, Kumudu 

Kumarasinghe and Oshadee Gunasekara. 

Music was composed by Prabhath Eka-

nayake and make up by Wasantha Vit-

tachchi. Lighting and Set Design by Nimal 

Bulathsinghala. Sounds Operator, Chan-

dana Nishantha.

‘Maranaya Nomile’ 

at Punchi Theatre

Peter & The Wolf 
at Bishops Violinists Sulara Nanayakkara 

and Nilupul Silva will be the Young 
Soloists featured by the Symphony 
Orchestra of Sri Lank at the Concert 
on Sunday, July 5, at the Ladies Col-
lege Hall. The conductor is Dushy-
anthi Perera. The program for the 
evening will include:-

W.A. Mozart Allegro-Overture 
to Le Clemenza di Tiko K 521
A. Vivaldi : - Concerto for 2 
Violins in A reinor  RV 522
1. Allegro
11. Larghettoe Spiritoso
III. Allegretto
 C. Saint Saëns: Danse Macabre,
Op. 40 
Movement modéré de Valse 
L van Beethoven: Symphony no. 8
in F major, Op. 93
I. Allegro vivace e con brio
II. Allegretto scherzando
III. Tempo di menuetto
IV. Allegro vivace
 A former pupil of Lal Perera and 

Lakshman Joseph de Saram, Sulara 
Nanayakkara, now under the tutelage 
of Ananda Dabare, has won many 
awards in his youth and is now an 
Associate and a Licentiate of  the 
Trinity College at Music, London, in 
Violin Performance. He has partici-
pated in master classes conducted by 
International luminaries.

He was the youngest Violinist to 

perform under the renowned Sri Lan-
kan maestro Kala Keerthi Dr. Prema-
siri Khemadasa and was the violinist 
in many recordings of his music for 
TV dramas, films and for his opera 
Agni.

Nilupul Silvam a multi – talented 
musician at the age of four msat for 
her first Trinity College London and 
emerged an all island prize winner. 
From then on, she was a regular 
prize winner for piano under the 
guidance of Shirani Weerakkody and 
now holds an Associate Diploma for 
Piano Solo from the Trinity College 
of Music London.

Violin was her second instrument 
and according to her, she  has a pas-
sion for it. 

Her teacher was Ananda Dab-
are and she was fortunate to win 
many prizes and trophies for artistry. 
Now as a member of the Symphony 
Orchestra, she plays first violin for 
the orchestra.

Young Soloists’ Concert

Sulara Nanayakkara and Nilupul Silva

‘Kema Lasthi’ 
the newest politi-
cal comedy, writ-
ten and directed 
by Ajith Mendis, 
will be staged at 
Negombo New-
stead Girl’s Col-
lege Theatre, at 
3.30 p.m. and 
6.45 p.m. today 
(21). 

Cast - Sriyan-
tha Mendis, Madini Malwattege, Janaka Kumbu-

kage, Wasantha Wittachchi, Saman Hemarathne, 

Keerthi K. Ratnayake, Pradeep Arugama, Samantha 

Paranaliyanage. Music composition, sound man-

agement, set design and stage management - Sar-

ath Kulanga, Chandana Nishantha Pieris, Luvoline 

Wandawall and Sameera Hettiarachchi. Costume 

design - Kamalkanthi Bogoda. Make-up - Wasantha 

Wittachchi. Lighting effects - Mihidu Madhushanka 

‘Kema Lasthi’ is produced and organized by Jude 

Srimal.Tickets available at Negombo Minal Digital 

Colour Lab and Theatre Gate.

‘Kema Lasthi’ in Negombo

a murder. Flashbacks show him as 
the fun loving guy who spends time 
with family and friends, who idles 

scheme and is in constant conflict 
with his father, who frequently chas-

nalaka
New Stamp


	Button1: 
	Button2: 


