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Entertainment
Diary

Sunday, June 28
Manoj Peiris Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Aubrey Weiman – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Oriental Trio – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia – 7 p.m.
DJ Arcadia - Sky, Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Circle Acoustic – FDO’s  - 8 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
RCC – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera – Calfornia  Gril – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Soul and Cool Sweat – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury – Poolside – 7 p.m.

Monday, June 29
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Rebels – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 pm.
DJ Kapila – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Shamal - Califonia Gril – 7.pm

Tuesday, June 30
Shamal - Califonia Gril – 7.pm
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Jam Lab – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
Audio Squad R+B Disco – 8 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.

Wednesday, July 01 
Kandy Book Fair – Kandy City Centre – 9 a.m.
Shamal -Califonia Gril – 7.pm
Mintaka – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8 p.m. 
Beverley Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5.00 p.m.
Shaman and RCC - 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
D-zone – Curve - 9 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Jazz Trio – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shane Vincent – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 pm.
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Replay – Colombo Courtyard – 8 p.m.

Thursday, July 02
Kandy Book Fair – Kandy City Centre – 9 a.m.  
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Dee Zone – R & B Disco – 8 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. Paul Perera 
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 
Ananda Dabare Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Rock Steady – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Cool Sweat – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera - Califonia Gril – 7.pm

Friday, July 03 
Kandy Book Fair – Kandy City Centre – 9 a.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Mintaka-Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Burn – Colombo Hilton – 7 p.m.
Herschel Rodrigo Trio California Grill – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peris – Curry leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Anno Domini / Beverley Rodrigo – 
Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Audio Squad – R+B Disco – 8 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Kool- Curve Bar – 10 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
RCC – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs – 8 p.m.

Saturday July 04 
Kandy Book Fair – Kandy City Centre – 9 a.m 
Collective Colours – Colombo Hilton – 7 p.m.
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 10 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury Poolside – 7 p.m.
Cool Sweat – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Geoffrey Fernando – FDOs. - 8 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Soul – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Burn/Effex DJ – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – California Grill – 7 p.m.
Shamal -Califonia Gril – 7.pm
G 9 / Heat – Cinnamon Grand 7 p.m.
Deezone – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk

CELEBRITY

The Baker 
family, head-
ed by Ameri-
can Celebrity 
Photographer 
and TV per-

sonality, Nigel Barker, will 
be touring Sri Lanka from 
July 15to 23 courtesy 

Cinnamon Hotels & 
Resorts, Sri Lanka's pre-
mier Hospitality brand, 
which has been spear-
heading the process of 
taking Sri Lanka to the 
world over the recent 
past by organizing sever-
al high level international 
events. 

Apart from being cel-
ebrated reality TV show 
personality, Barker is a 
noted fashion photog-
rapher, author, spokes-
person, filmmaker, 
and former model. He 
is best known for his 
participation as a judge 
and photographer 
on the reality show 
‘America's Next Top 
Model’, and is now the 
host of yet another 
reality show, ‘The 
Face’, alongside Naomi 
Campbell.

Born in London to 
a father of Irish and 

Portuguese descent, Nigel has strong Sri 
Lanka links courtesy his mother, Mrs. 
Gillian Barker is of Sri Lankan ancestry 
and was in fact a former Miss Sri Lanka!

The Barker family, comprising Nigel, 
his wife and two children, and Mrs. Gil-
lian Barker, on a seven day tour of Sri 
Lanka, who will be on a 7-day tour  will 
be visiting Cinnamon Lodge Habarana, 
Cinnamon Citadel Kandy, Cinnamon 
Bey Beruwala and Cinnamon Wild Yala. 
Nigel Barker will also be endorsing Cin-
namon's Leopard Project by participat-
ing in the donation of a Steel Pen to a 
cattle farmer in Yala. 

The Leopard Project was setup by 
Cinnamon to help resolve the Man vs 
Wild conflict between the cattle farmers 
and Leopards in Yala. 

The project has been well received 
both locally and internationally and 
Cinnamon has been able to donate over 
50 steel pens to the local farmers in 
order to protect their livestock.

Cinnamon Hotels & Resorts will also 
organize a half day workshop with Nigel 
Barker on July 23, which will benefit the 
entire Fashion industry of Sri Lanka. 
The workshop will revolve around the 
themes: 

The art of Fashion Photography, Mod-
elling for Success, Building and Manag-
ing your Brand and the Inspirational 
Story of Nigel Barker.

On the eve of July 23, Nigel will par-
ticipate in a book signing event, where 
he will showcase and talk about his 
latest book ‘Models of Influence’ while 

also interacting with 
those participating at 
the event. President 
of Cinnamon Hotels 
andResorts, Ajit 
Gunewardene com-
menting on Nigel 
Barker’s visit, said,  
“We are proud to 
be instrumental in 
bringing the inter-
national celebrity 
to Sri Lanka. 
As a brand, 
Cinnamon is 
committed to 
promote con-
temporary 
Sri Lankan 
art and cul-
ture as well 
as organize 
high level 
interna-
tional events 
with celebri-
ties such as 
Nigel Barker 
to promote Sri 
Lanka to the world.

“Having Nigel stay 
with us is an endorse-
ment of our brand accept-
ance by global celebrities. We 
are confident that he will leave 
Sri Lanka with great memories 
after his experience with Cin-
namon."

Freedom from Torture, 
A Right without Borders 
By Dr. Chandradasa Nanayakkara

Reviewed by K D C Kumarage, 
MA LLM MPhil. JPUM 
Attorney at Law

Doctor Justice C. 
Nanayakkara’s work 
on Torture, a crime in 
international criminal 
law, which has crys-
talised into a peremp-

tory norm of international law or a jus 
cogens will fill the lacuna of scholarly 
writings on the subject. He has traced 
the history of torture and describes 
how torture can have enduring nega-
tive effects on both survivors and per-
petrators, and how ineffective it is for 
obtaining correct information if the 
whole idea of torture is to extract reli-
able information.  

The author opines that despite 
many national and international laws 
and codes promulgated to prohibit 
torture in its widespread use, torture 
continues as part of internal conflicts 
within nations. He also states that 
the issue of torture has most recently 
stirred a debate with respect to inves-
tigative practices used by the US in 
the new ‘war against terror’ unleashed 
after the twin tower attacks by Muslim 
fundamentalists. 

Torture, cruel, inhuman and 
degrading treatment or punishment 
is prohibited both under conventional 
and customary international law and 
under many domestic legal systems in 
the world. 

IN addition to the prohibition in 
international and regional human 
rights instruments, other treaties spe-
cially addresses torture including the 
widely ratified Convention against 
torture .

International humanitarian law also 
contains this prohibition, which is 
applicable to all categories of persons 
under international humanitarian law, 
The writes states citing international 
jurisprudence that torture violates the 

basic principle of humane treatment; 
particularly the respect for human 
dignity.The writer also highlights 
drawing from international jurispru-
dence that certain forms of humilia-
tion, coercive interrogation, sensory 
deprivation or other extreme condi-
tions of detention that could amount 
to torture. He also describes forms of 
torture like the Dharmachakra and                   
which are being used by Sri Lankan 
law enforcement agents to extract 
confessions from detainees.

Legal conext
The writer summarizes the empiri-

cal research and places the issue of 
torture in a social-psychological and 
legal context. 

He draws particular attention of 

the reader to the psychology of coer-
cive interrogations and the problem 
of false confessions and how torture 
could extend throughout the life of 
the survivor affecting his psychologi-
cal, familial and economic function-
ing.    

It is the view of the writer that the 
conduct of the person mistreated is 
entirely irrelevant to the prohibition, 
as is the purported reason for the 
mistreatment, whether serving the 
‘greater good’ of protecting communi-
ties from terrorist violence or extract-
ing information concerning future 
terrorist threats.  

The most important aspect of the 
work is that it encompasses an array 
of topics in relation to torture, which 
could not be found in one book on 
the subject. The writer draws an inter-

farce  between the applicability of 
international convention on torture 
in international law and domestic law 
and the relationship between enforced 
disappearance, torture, domestic vio-
lence, rape as a weapon in war, and 
also the cites death penalty as a form 
torture, He also is highly critical of 
any form of corporal punishment and 
condemns inhuman methods of cor-
poral punishment meted out  not only 
to convicts but even to persons sus-
pected of crimes on expatriate workers 
particularly  in countries in West Asia.      

The chapter on the question of 
locus standi in fundamental rights 
litigation in Sri Lanka will be of much 
use to lawyers handling fundamental 
rights cases and students of law, soci-
ology and political science. The writer 
also draws comparisons with the 
fundamental rights petition in other 
jurisdictions too.

Reasons
The writer rightly reasons out 

that in Sri Lanka as well as in many 
other countries that are beset with, 
terrorist, problems seem to condone 
torture perpetrated by their agents, 
which cannot be justified under any 
circumstances since torture is a per-
emptory norm in international or jus 
cogens.

The writer’s recommendation is 
that officers interrogating suspects 
should be properly trained and 
the newly inducted personnel of 
the armed forces, police and other 
para-military and auxiliary units be 
educated. Giving a cart- blanche to 
arrest, detain and interrogate sus-
pects, the author states, can soon 
turn the peace officers into law 
breakers who will flout the law with 
impunity and resort to every possible 
violation of citizens rights including 
the right to be free from torture.

Dr Nanayakkara’s book will cer-
tainly be useful reference material 
for academics, researchers, lawyers, 
human rights activists as well as for 
the general reader.

Events 

Punyasena Gunasinghe's 'Dhikthala Kaalagola' a 
drama that contains many popular songs written 
by Charles Silva Gunasinghe will be staged at 
the Borella YMBA Theatre on Friday, July 10, 
at 3.30 p.m. and 6.45 p.m. to raise funds for 
the Peradeniya  Sarasavi  Mithuro Welfare 
Association. 

The cast includes Richard Maana-
mudali, Jayanath Bandara, Thushari 
Gunarathne, Isuru Weerasinghe, Upali 
Bandara, Upali Thiwanka Hewage, 
Saman Nishantha Gunasinghe, Ranji-
tha Ranaweera, Rohana Wijaya Sri along 
with many other leading artistes. Music 
and lyrics is by  late guru Charles Silva 
Gunasinghe, while music direction and 
production is by  Punyasena Gunas-
inghe with Mahendra Gunasinghe 
and Nandana Gunasinghe contribut-
ing with their Drum music. Costume 
design and lighting are by S.H. Sar-
ath and Mihindu Madushanka, while 
Jude Sirimal is the main organiser.  Tickets 
available at the Sarasavi Book Shop 
– Nugegoda, Sadeepa Book Shop – 
Borella and a the theatre gate. 

Dhikthala  Kaalagola 
at Borella YMBA 

Nari Burathi  at St. Thomas 
College, Kotte 

Two special shows of ‘Nari 
Burathi’, the hilarious drama written 
and directed by Sarath Kothalawala, 
will be staged at St. Thomas College 
New Theatre, Kotte on Sunday July 5 
at 3.30 p.m. and 6.45 p.m. 

The cast include a host of popular 
artist such as Sarath Kothalawala, 
Kumara Thirimadura, Pubudu Cha-
thuranga, Mihira Sirithilaka, Sarath 
Chandrasiri, Hemantha Iriyagama, 
Chinthaka Peiris, Janaka Ranasinghe 
and Wajira Kodithuwakku. Stage set-
tings  by Premalal Liyanage, music 
composition and stage management 

by  Wimalajith Dombagahawatte 
with Upul Sampath, Harsha Malinda 
and Indika Niroshana assisting. Cos-
tume designing by Pushpa Samanthi 
Kothalawala and make-up by Janaka 
Ranasinghe. Sound Management by 
Chandana Nishantha Peiris,  Stage 
lighting by Upul Weerasinghe. ‘Nari 
Burathi’ is organised by Jude Srimal. 
Tickets available at Sarasavi Book-
shops Nugegoda and Maharagama, 
Shakya Book Shop – Battaramulla, 
Ola Book Shop – Talawatugoda, Sad-
eepa Book Shop – Borella and at the 
theatre.       

ks

Yasmin on her own

In the face of the current 
onslaught of hip-hop, rap 
and rock, Yasmin de Silva 
analysing her career thus 
far, feels she now has a dif-
ferent path to follow. And 

has made up her mind to follow it. 
The accomplished and versatile 

lead vocalist of the popular band 
Sohan & the X'periments, Yasmin 
has decided to move into whole 
new world of being a solo artiste. 
“I've been with Sohan for 13 ½ 
years and I never regretted my 
decision after I joined the band. 
In fact I enjoyed myself. I learnt a 
lot about stage presentations from 
him, I had glorious opportunities 
to visit the world and perform in 
Australia, Germany, America, Swe-
den, Canada, France, Thailand and 
the Middle East – my passport is 
crammed with names of countries! 
It was a new experience every time 
we performed on a different global 
stage – an experience that will live 
as treasured memories,” reminisces 
Yasmin. 

Now in this new phase in her 
career, what could her fans look 
forward to? “This was something. I 
always wanted to do, go solo. 

But opportunity did not come 
my way. I have a wide repertoire 
– naturally playing in a band like 
Sohan's we had to be on the ball  - 
so it was old favourites to contem-
porary pop, hits of the 70s and 80s, 
Sinhala pops, soul and of course 
my forte – the ballads,” she says, 
adding that Whitney Houston's ‘I 
will Always Love You’ may well be 
her signature tune! Some of her 
other favourites include Roberta 
Flack's ‘Killing Me Softly’, ‘Stand 

By Your Man’, 'Diana Ross', 'This 
Thing Called Love' and 'Lovely 
Day'. 

Yesterday Once More
In fact Yasmin de Silva will be 

featured in the popular concert 
series ‘Yesterday Once More’ pro-
duced by Damayantha Kuruppu, 
which will go on the boards on 
July 19. 

In a spool back of her music 
career, Yasmin's beginnings were in 
her home. Her father, Placidus Fon-
seka, was a recognised pianist and 
his family of sons and daughters 
were talented singers, so much so 
they earned the name ‘Fon Trapp 
Singers’ and were in demand for 
performances. Yasmin joined her 
sister, Shyami, who was already a 
solo performer for various cabaret 
spots, before she decided to join 
her first band Zaragon. “Miles 
Roche, the bassist, was the leader 

and the other well talented musi-
cians were Desmond White – 
vocals, the late Jehan Senaratne 
– piano and Bubu Wijesinghe 
– drums and Emile Heynesbergh 
- guitar. We performed at the 
Renuka, which was then a popular 
night spot. After Zaragon, it was 
Heathrow for me, then Pearl then 
Diliup Gabadamudalige and the 
X'periments,” adds Yasmin. 

Playing in a band for 13 ½ years 
with a family and a husband to 
look after and a home to run, the 
odds were against Yasmin, con-
sidering the fact that band work 
meant nights out and weekends 
too. Yet she faced it all with  smiles. 
So should girls take up to music as 
career here in Sri Lanka? 

Discipline is important
“A music career is like any other 

career. I will encourage young 
girls if they are highly talented 
and know how to keep their head 
above their shoulders to take to it. 
Financially it is good. I know many 
musicians who were able to build 
their own homes with the money 
they earned. 

However, discipline is important, 
especially for rehearsals and prac-
tises, for a band. We were drilled 
into going for a booking half an 
hour earlier to check the sound 
balance. No last minute sound 
balance checks. This is something 
present day youth must learn. I've 
seen them strolling in ten minutes 
before show time. It won't do. 
Dedication and hard work is the 
requirement. 

“In comparison to singers of 
yesteryear, today's singers and 
musicians are at an advantage since 
Google is now a friend. Lyrics, 

music tracks and exercises – vocal 
or instrumental are available with 
just a click. 

“So the effort, like in the early 
years to listen to the radio and tape 
off the songs they like and then 
play the tape back laboriously to 
get the lyrics is not there. Today's 
musicians and singers ride on a 
kind of magic carpet to establish 
themselves,” she elaborates.

Yasmin – the versatile vocalist – 
is on one side of the coin and on 
the other side, she's far from green 
when it comes to dealing with busi-
ness affairs. Running parallel with 
rehearsals with the band, show 
time performances, trips abroad, 
Yasmin started an Elders Home in 
Athurugiriya for the less affluent 
and it is now ten years since it was 
established. She does not look upon 
it as baggage but as a service, a trait 
inherited from the family. 

“I'm an organist at Padre Pio 
Shrine, religious minded too and 
this has taught me to be calm and 
take things one at a time. I hardly 
get ruffled in life – especially at 
home, what with two sons and a 
husband who could be demanding. 
My spiritual belief has helped me 
to come thus far and I'm confident 
that my solo flight will take me to 
greater heights. 

“I'm looking forward to enjoying 
my performances at private func-
tions, stage shows, sing-a-longs 
and any other occasion where the 
bottom line is singing. Sohan & 
the X'periments have a new singer 
now and if my services are needed, 
I'll always be with the X'periments. 
Wish me well and do drop a line to 
yasmindesilva.mary@gmail.com,” 
she says. The thing that got Yasmin 
thus far is that she loves to do what 
she does and that's sing. 

FÊTE DE LA MUSIQUE 
was held at the Alliance 
Francaise DE COLOMBO 
Auditorium at Barnes Place, 
Colombo 7  on Saturday, 
June 20,  amidst a large 
and enthusiastic gathering. 
There were many young tal-
ented singers, dancers and 
instrumentalists who per-
formed and most of them 
were above average.  The  
organisers must be com-
mended for giving these 
performers a chance to show 
their talents by providing all 
facilities free of charge  and 
now it has become a musi-
cal event look forward by 
the musical loving public in 
Colombo every year. 

FÊTE DE LA MUSIQUE at ALLIANCE 
FRANCAISE DE COLOMBO  

Yasmin de Silva    

by Mahes Perera 

After 13 ½ years with Sohan & the X’periments, the versatile
lead vocalist is on the verge of a solo career
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