
T he premiere of ‘Irasewaya' 
(Sunrise) by veteran jour-
nalist, lyricist, teledrama 
director and assistant film 
maker, Rodney Vidanapa-

thirana, was screened in Kathmandu, 
Nepal, recently and subsequently 
released in selected local cinemas across 
the country.

A movie about societal idiosyncrasies, 
man’s vulnerabilities and the drawbacks 
of extreme wealth and extreme poverty, 
it strikes a poignant note, not so much 
for its storyline as for the final appear-
ance of actress Rebecca Nirmalee, who 
succumbed to cancer last year, shortly 
after the movie was completed. 

Rebecca plays the lead character of a 
woman who decides to remain single, 
when her boyfriend walks out on her 
because of her poverty

 The storyline is realistic enough, in 
that, as explained by Vidanapathirana, it 
is based on social issues faced by most 
Sri Lankans owing to their economic 
situation. “The monk enters priesthood 
because of the problems he faces,” he 
says, adding that with society changing 
people’s problems also change.

Vimal Alahakoon plays the role of 
Nalaka Bandara, a rich politician, who 
is suffering from kidney failure. Despite 
his wealth he is not happy in his married 
life.

Apart from Alahakoon and Nirmalee, 
the cast includes Maureen Charuni, 
Stanley Krishnarathna, Gamini Samara-
koon, Ishara Wickramasinghe, Tissa 
Bandaranayake, Ranjith Ranasinghe and 
Malini Kathirasinghe. Photography is 
by Ranga Kariyawasam, Chaminda Dis-
sanayake and Kapila Thilakarathne, with 
editing by Viranga Ketapearachchi and 
Madhura Prasad.

Music for the movie is provided 
Visharada Manoj Peiris. 

How much of the message that Vid-
anapathirana seeks to impart to the 
audience is left to be seen, but what 
emerges as interesting is the manner in 
which characters appear to be narrating 
their stories rather than merely acting 
them out.

Deviating from traditions Vidanapa-
thirana decided to have the premier of 
‘Irasevaya’ in Nepal mostly because of its 
Buddhist concepts. 

 He is extremely happy with the 
response he has got so far, most specifi-
cally the response he got from a German 
Professor, who had said the movie was 
one of the best he had watched so far. 
Also deviating from tradition, he had 
the movie released in selected cinemas, 
believing it would create more of a 
‘worthwhile impression’

Vidanapathirana is 
mournful about the 

various issues suffocating the movie 
industry.  Topping the list is the dwin-
dling number of people actually going 
to cinemas these days. He believes there 
are numerous reasons for this, but also 
points out the industry has other prob-
lems as well, particularly technical prob-
lems.  “There are only a few Cinemas 
which have gone Digital. Even in India, 
the Cinema halls do not show Reel based 
Films. The technology has developed 

now,” he says.
He is of the view that if industry 

standards improve, develop film quality 
would be an automatic given.  

Then it will be possible to show a 
good film, he says, explaining that it 
costs a lot of money to make a good film 
copy. 

“A film director has to face many chal-
lenges such as having financial security 
and attracting a good audience. There-

fore, we will have to depend on the digi-
tal technology,” he says. 

Vidanapathirana does not agree it is 
a good idea to copy foreign films, even 
though that is how most Sinhala films 
start. He suggests the best way to attract 
the audience to return to the cinema is 
by developing the industry and by mak-
ing good films. “If we can bring a good 
audience to the cinemas again, then the 
income and the facilities of the cinemas 
will be developed as well,” he says, point-
ing out that some cinemas are about to 
close down because of the low income 
they get. 

He also welcomes the idea of mini 
theater, and says there should be many 
more such theaters.

Vidanapathirana, who began his 
career with ' Udawadiya Mal' went on 
to direct a lot of teledramas including 
‘Hemanthaye wasanthayak'  which was 
well received , and films such as 'Anan-
thaya'.  He hopes to make another film 
based on light entertainment without 
being too serious about the subject mat-
ter. 

Of course, the theme might be based 
on a serious subject, but he hopes to 
bring out the story with a rather subtle 
approach. The premier of Irasewaya’ 
was a joint effort of the Embassy of Sri 
Lanka in Kathmandu, under the guid-
ance of Ambassador W.M Senevirathna,  
and was held under the patronage of 
Dr. Narayan Khadka, Minister of Urban 
Development of Nepal, Duminda Dissa-
nayake, Minister of Education Services, 
Weerasumana Weerasinghe, Minister of 
Youth and Sports , Southern Province, 
Dr. Keshab Man Shakya, former minister 
of Science and Technology of Nepal, 
Most Ven. Dr. Gnanapurnika Maha 
Thero, Deputy Sanghanayake and the 
Maha Sangha of Nepal.

Reported by Sureshni Pilapitiya

Colombo 
get 
ready to 
party! DJ 
Hanna 

of FTV Dubai 
fame, is all set to 
rock the Rugby 
Rumble, Green 
Zone after party 
and spin at some 

of the best clubs 
and lounge bars 

around Colombo.
 Following up on 

the success of last 
years’ much hyped Dj 
Da Candy tour, Green 
Zone, an exciting new 
brand in entertain-
ment and events, 
hopes to amp up the 
excitement yet again 
with Hanna, one of 
the hottest female 
DJs around the 
globe. 

DJ Hanna with 
her unique yet 
energetic vibe 
will treat Sri Lan-
kan dance music 

lovers to a one-of-a-kind 
party experience on July 

25th, 7.00 p.m. onwards 
at the CR&FC 

Grounds.
A former model, 

DJ Hanna has 
been making 
waves in the 

dance music circuit 
with her distinctive 

style. Starting off her 
career as a DJ in clubs in 

Ukraine, she has a global 
presence travelling between 

Russia, Egypt, Italy, Arab Emir-
ates, South Africa and many 
other countries. 

One of the most anticipated 
gigs in her career has been her 
performance at Studio F in 
Dubai. 

Specializing in house music, 
she has been able to charm her 
audience with her energetic 
personality and confidence, 
taking the party to a whole new 
level.

Rugby Rumble, which will 
take place on July 25 and 26, 
2015, is a thrilling and fun sev-
en-a-side Tag Rugby Tourna-

ment that brings former college 
rugby stars to the pitch. Rugby 
Rumble will combine the excite-
ment of sport and music with a 
carnival-like atmosphere that is 
topped off with the Green Zone 
after parties; two nights of sen-
sational entertainment with an 
exciting line up of international 
and local stars. DJ Hanna will 
perform on 25th July and popu-
lar local bands and DJ Bonnie 
will perform on 26th July.

After her performance at 
Rugby Rumble, DJ Hanna will 
embark on the Green Zone 
Club Tour, held for the second 
successful year. 

She will spin at some of the 
hottest clubs/lounge bars in 
Colombo and you can catch her 
in action from 28th July. The 
tour will conclude at Shore by 
O with a massive closing party 
on August 1st.

The event will be in associa-
tion with Sun FM. The main 
sponsor is Mobitel and the 
event is co-sponsored by Qatar 
Airways official airline, Mount 
Lavinia Hotel, Coca Cola, 
Sports Today and TNT Express.
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MOVIES 
July Movies at the 
American Center

 Patton (1970) 
A critically acclaimed film that won a total 

of eight 1970 Academy Awards (Including Best 
Picture), Patton is a riveting portrait of one of 
the 20th century’s greatest military geniuses. 
One of its Oscars went to George Patton, the only Allied 
general truly feared by the Nazis. Charismatic and flam-
boyant, Patton designed his own uniforms, sported ivory 
handled six-shooters, and believed he was a warrior 
in past lives. But he was rebellious as well as brilliant, 
and as Patton shows with insight and poignancy, his 
own volatile personality was one enemy he could never 
defeat.

July 14

July 21

July 28

Rocky (2004) 
It’s the film that inspired a nation! Audiences 

and critics alike cheered this American suc-
cess story of an “everyman” triumphing over all 
odds. Featuring a dynamic musical score, a thrilling fight 
sequence and four Oscar- nominated performances, this 
rousing crowd-pleaser will send spirits soaring. Rocky 
Balboa (Sylvester Stallone) is a Philadelphia club fighter 
who seems to be going nowhere. But when a stroke of 
fate puts him in the ring with a world heavyweight cham-
pion, Rocky knows that it’s his one shot at the big time - a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to go the distance and 
come out a winner!

The Great Gatsby (1974)
The ‘20s never roared louder than in this sumptuously 

romantic retelling of F. Scott Fitzgerald’s Jazz Age classic. 
Robert Redford stars as Jay Gatsby, who had once loved 
beautiful, spoiled Daisy Buchanan (Mia Farrow), then 
lost her to a rich boy. But now Gatsby is mysteriously 
wealthy…and ready to risk everything to woo Daisy back.

All movies commence at 6.00 p.m. 
Seating is limited and is first-come, first-
served. Please contact the American 
Center at amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 
249-8100 with any questions. 

Sunday, July 12
The Wedding Show – BMICH – 10 a.m.
Manoj Peiris-Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Aubrey Weiman – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Oriental Trio – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia – 7 p.m.
DJ Arcadia - Sky, Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera – Calfornia  Gril – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Wave – Kingsbury – Poolside – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.

Monday, July 13
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Shamal - Califonia Gril – 7.pm
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 pm.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.

Tuesday, July 14
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shamal - Califonia Gril – 7.pm
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Flame – Curve – 7 p.m.

Wednesday, July 15 
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Concert Chamber Music Society – 
Goethe Institute – 7.30 p.m.
Jazz Trio – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shamal -Califonia Gril – 7.pm
Beverley Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5.00 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 pm.
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Replay – Colombo Courtyard – 8 p.m.

Thursday, July 16
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m.  
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 
Ananda Dabare Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
Rock Steady – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Paul Perera - Califonia Gril – 7.pm
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.

Friday, July 17 
Blue Danube – Kingsbury – 8 p.m.
The Art of Living – BMICH – 10 a.m. 
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Anno Domini / Beverley Rodrigo –
 Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Herschel Rodrigo Trio California Grill – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peris – Curry leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
RCC – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
D Zone – Curve – 7 p.m.

Saturday July 18 
High Nite in Mexico – Galadari Hotel – 7.30 p.m.
The Art of Living – BMICH – 10 a.m. 
Devanjali – Lionel Wendt – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury Poolside – 7 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
RCC – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Burn/Effex DJ – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – California Grill – 7 p.m.
G 9 / Heat – Cinnamon Grand 7 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk

DJ Hanna 
set to Rock Colombo

Gutikaamata 
Niyamithai 
in Kurunegala 

‘Gutikaamata Niyamithai’, a hilari-
ous depiction of  how one loses his 
own identity in society, with a set of 
exceptional characters never seen by an 
audience before, will be staged at the 
Kurunegala Provincial Council Audi-
torium at 3.30 p.m. and 6.30 p.m. on 
Friday July 24. 

The cast includes W. Jayasiri, Sarath 
Kothalawala and Dharmapriya Dias. 
Stage lighting - Chandana Aluthge, 
music - Shantha Peiris, make up I 
Saman Hemarathne, stage settings and 
costume design - Luoline Wandavall a n d 
Janaka Thilakarathne, stage management - Sumedha 
Prasanna, Ruwan Kumara and Susanga Kahandawa-
laarachchi.

Gutikaamata Niyamithai is written and directed by 
Thilak Nandana Hettiaarachchi of ‘Gabsaawa’ and is 
presented by Jude Sirimal for Nirmala Prakashana. 

DRAMA

Deyyoth Danne Ne, 
a stage drama directed 
by well versed cinema, 
television and stage 
actor, Sarath Kulanga, 
will be staged at the 
air-conditioned New 
Town Hall, Colombo 
07, on Saturday July  
25, at 3.30 and 6.30 
p.m. 

The cast includes a 
host of popular includ-
ing Ravindra Yasas, 
Kumara Thirimadura, 
Mihira Sirithilaka, Sar-
ath Kulanga, Thushari 
Gunarathne, Tharanga 
Kumari and Tharaka 
and Tharaka Upendra. 
Other players include Jagath Padmasiri (art 
direction), Saman Malalasekara (stage lighting), 
Sadda Uthpalakandage (acting motions), Sarath 
Kulanga (music composition), Sandasiri Adhi-
kari (music direction)  Luolin Wandavall (stage 

management).  Nirmani Prabashawari and Jag-
ath Padmasiri will give an additional edge to the 
drama with their costume designing. 

Deyyoth Danne Ne is written by Ajith Men-
dis and is produced by Jude Srimal of Nirmala 
Prakasha. 

Deyyoth Danne Ne  at 
New Town Hall

Punsanda Paya  2015 
The seventh edition of Punsanda Paya 

will be staged at the Buddhist Hall, Mor-
atuwa. Presented by the Moratuwa Arts 
Forum, on Sunday Juy 19 this variety 
entertainment will see more than thirty 
musicians and singers of repute partici-

pating in the show. Also billed to perform 
are dancers and comedians who have 
earned a name for themselves in Mor-
atuwa. 

Some of the many personalities who 
will appear on stage include Christopher 

Paul, Somasiri Fernando, Nihal Nelson, 
Piyal Perera, Saman de Silva, Lincoln de 
Silva, Chandral Fonseka, Melantha Perera 
and Sureshini Wanigasekera. The show 
will compered by Lakma Salgado and 
Hiran Fernando. 

Edirisinghe’s  
Sandakada 
Pahana

‘Sandakada Pahana’ -  a solo 
musical concert by  Visharada 
Sunil Edirisinghe’s will be held  
at the Youth Centre auditori-
um, Maharagama, at 6.30 p.m 
on Sunday,  July 19. Edirisinghe 
made his debut in the musical 
world with his favourite song, 
‘Sandakada Pahanaka Ketayam 
Opala’, in Sathischandra Ediris-
inghe’s maiden cinematic crea-
tion, ‘Matara Achchi’. 

ENTERTAINMENT

MUSIC

Irasewaya

Not quite a 
sunshine story

Rodney Vidanapathirana

A former 
model, 
DJ Hanna 
has been 
making 
waves in 
the dance 
music 
circuit 
with her 
distinctive 
style
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