
Kadulla, the evocative teledra-
ma that explored the societal 
changes that took place in 
mid twentieth century Cey-

lon, is back on the small screen for a 
new generation of television audiences 
every Sunday at 8.30 p.m. on Rupava-
hini. Sponsored by Commercial Bank, 
the drama series will run till Novem-
ber 2015. 

Tilak Jayaratne’s monumental screen 
play was first broadcast as a radio play 
and was filmed for television under 
the masterly direction of Dharmasena 
Pathiraja, one of the most prolific and 
recognised film directors and screen-

writers of Sri Lanka who directed 
many award winning films, documen-
taries and teledramas. 

Kadulla addresses the emergence 
of the affluent elite that governed the 
country after Independence in 1948, 
and the social upheavals that followed.

The teledrama stars several icons of 
the Sinhala acting fraternity, including 
Jackson Anthony, Vasanthi Chathura-
ni, Mahendra Perera, Lakshman Men-
dis, Cletus Mendis, Priya Ranasinghe, 
Yashoda Wimaladharma and Peter de 
Almeida. 

Theepic drama has won multiple 
awards including nine UNDAawards 

including Best TV 
Feature, Best Direc-
tor, Best Script and 
Best Male and Female Performances 
in 1992.

As part of its commitment to the 
development of local skills in film 
making by supporting high quality 
productions of this nature, Commer-
cial Bank of Ceylon funded the pro-
duction of Kadulla which was origi-
nally telecast over Rupavahini in 1992. 
This 21 episode teledrama is consid-
ered an epic benchmark in local tel-
evision production, and received rave 
reviews when it was first aired. 

In a night filled with music, 
dancing and love, students of the 
British School in Colombo shat-
tered some preconceived notions 
of ‘exclusivity’ earlier this month, 

sharing a stage with a bunch of special 
kids and bringing light and laughter 
into their lives. 

The night, which lived up to the 
name ‘Enliven’ in more ways than one, 
was a culmination of tireless work by 
the Interact Club of the British School 
with the Navodhya Special Children’s 
Foundation. What was remarkable 
about the evening was the profes-
sionalism with which all the students 
performed on stage, dancing to music 
that ranged from the more traditional 
Sinhala songs, to the modern English 
beats and everything in-between. On 
display was a dance of celebration, of 
joy and of unity and understanding.. 

Ranesh Sirimanne and Rachel Oh 
wowed the audience with their rendi-
tion of an Iggy Azalea song,  whilst 
Thevin Degamboda, the president 
of the Interact Club, kept the crowd 
enthralled with his entertaining 
compeering. The Navodhya Special 
Children’s Foundation, led by Mrs. 
Lakshmi Karunajeeva, performed 
beautiful dances, dressed in traditional 
Sri Lankan garb and these exemplary 
students confidently took to the stage, 
reminding us of the immense pleasure 
that one can get from doing some-
thing passionately. 

One memorable moment of the 
evening was when Shenella Silva start-
ed singing ‘Thinking Out Loud’ by Ed 
Sheeran. Her voice is hauntingly beau-
tiful and the true testament of this  

powerful voice was when the audi-
ence, as one, spontaneously took out 
their phones and shone a light in sup-
port of her. The sense of harmony and 
unity in the auditorium was palpable. 
It was such a remarkable moment that 
the photographers turned away from 
the stage to capture this magic with 
their cameras. 

The night, organized to raise funds 
for the Navodhya School was spon-
sored by Continental Insurance

Entertainment
Diary

Sunday, July 26
Cycle Fun Ride – Racecourse -  7.30 am
Clarence unplugged with Marians – Maharagama
Youth Centre – 6.30 pm
DJ Arcadia - Sky, Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris-Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Aubrey Weiman – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Oriental Trio – Terrace, Mt. Lavinia – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera – Calfornia  Gril – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Wave – Kingsbury – Poolside – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.

Monday, July 27
Ananda Dabare Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 pm.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Shamal - Califonia Gril – 7.pm
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.

Tuesday, July 28
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shamal - Califonia Gril – 7.pm
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Flame – Curve – 7 p.m.

Wednesday, July 29 
Beverley Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5.00 p.m.
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Jazz Trio – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shamal -Califonia Gril – 7.pm
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 pm.
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Replay – Colombo Courtyard – 8 p.m.

Thursday, July 30
Unplugged with Marians – Musaeus College 
Auditorium – 7pm 
Paul Perera - Califonia Gril – 7.pm
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m.  
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 
Ananda Dabare Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
Rock Steady – Qbaa – 8 p.m.

Friday, July 31 
RCC – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
D Zone – Curve – 7 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Anno Domini / Beverley Rodrigo – 
Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Herschel Rodrigo Trio-California Grill – 7 p.m.
Manoj Peris – Curry leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Cold Sweat – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.

Saturday August 1
Thusitha Dananjaya – California Grill – 7 p.m.
G 9 / Heat – Cinnamon Grand 7 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
Wave – Kingsbury Poolside – 7 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
RCC – 7 Degrees North – 7 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Burn/Effex DJ – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Manoj Peiris – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk

TELEDRAMA

Ascending to 
soloing

Dmitri Gunatilake

Dmitri Gunatilake 
has displayed her 
talents to audi-
ences as a singer 
and stage actress 

having played several notable 
roles in musical theatre produc-
tions such as Phantom of the 
Opera and Evita. A past pupil of 
Bishop’s College Colombo, Dmi-
tri has been involved in theatre 
from school days and has given 
this sphere of activity much 
importance in her life. In 2008, 
just weeks before sitting for her 
A/L exams she performed in 
The Revenge playing the role of 
Anoopama,  the wife of Guttila, 
the master musician who was 
wronged by his pupil Musila. 

A lawyer in the making, Dmi-
tri who possesses an LLB degree 
from the University of London 
completed her law studies last 
year and is currently serving 
her apprenticeship and await-
ing enrolment into the legal 
profession. This multi talented 
young personality is now set 
to make another stride in her 
accomplishments as an artiste. 
She will present her first solo 
show as a songstress, at the 
Russian Centre in Colombo on 
August 1, 2015.  Here Dmitri 
speaks a bit about her journey 
thus far in the world of music 
and theatre and about her 
upcoming debut solo perfor-
mance.  

Q: You have played characters in 
both eastern and western plays. But 
when it comes to music, to  which 
traditions do you find your tastes 
and talents directed?

A: Singing is my happy place and 
I find it so easy to express myself 
through song. But I have been 
exposed only to western traditions, so 
any song in that line (other than pop 
music) within my style, an interesting 

melody and good story to the song 
would do. 

Q: What inspired you to take up 
singing and cultivate your skills in 
music? 

A: I can say my very talented vocal 
trainers, the late Ruwani Seimon, 
who helped me come out of my shell 
and  my current teacher Menaka de 

Fonseka Sahabandu, who is constantly 
pushing me to improve my vocal 
techniques, any person with any sort 
of talent and of course my mum have 
inspired me.

Q: What gives your aesthetic sens-
es more space to express - acting for 
theatre or performing as a singer?

A: Definitely singing and musical 

theatre. Acting in a play with no 
singing actually stresses me out a 
bit. It’s a little different from musical 
theatre. Though you have to inter-
pret the character in your own way 
in both a play and musical theatre, 
it makes it easier when I have to 
express a certain scene in song than 
in dialog. But I do like to be a part 
of it, because it’s interesting and 
challenging.

Q: You have acted in musicals such 
as Evita and Phantom of the Opera. 
How do you then treat the role and 
function as both actor and singer? 
How do you balance it out onstage? 

A: First I study the script and songs 
well, when I’ve got that sorted, I start 
to explore the emotions and mood of 
each scene and make my own inter-

pretation of the character. As musi-
cals are usually big productions, 
it’s tough and lots of discipline is 
needed, to the extent of keeping 
your health and voice intact, but it’s 
exciting and fun, so it makes bal-
ancing everything much easier.

Q: What can you tell the read-
ers about your upcoming solo 
singing performance?    

A: The recital lineup is meant 
to be enjoyed by everyone of any 
age, as it changes from one genre 
to another… Classical, Broadway, 
and Jazz.  And there are a few 
guest performances as well.  I’ll be 
backed by a talented set of instru-
mentalist, so it will be an entertain-
ing evening for all. 

including Best TV 
Feature, Best Direc-
tor, Best Script and 

The Arts

Music, dancing and love 
Enliven, a night of….
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 small screen
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by Dilshan Boange SAARC Literary Festival on South Asian Poems

The literary catalyst

Known as home to many of 
the world's best epics, sto-
ries and poems, South Asia 
is a region with a unique 
literary tradition. The 

region shares a common literary tradi-
tion that has developed over the years 
– scattered times and spaces. Ranging 
from oral histories to epic poems, the 
South Asian poetry tradition offers 
a rich and pulsating experience of 
the unique South Asianess. It can be 
argued that much of the best poetry 
that has ever been composed still 
remains unwritten and unbaptized, yet 
what did get written and passed down 
from one generation to another in the 
annals of the histories of South Asia, 
presents some of the poignant pieces of 
literary creations.

Poetry unlike the edifices erected by 
the people of yesteryears continues to 
change in texture and shape as it draws 
from the changing experiences of a 
region's folks. It embodies vast vocabu-
laries of emotions, cultures, articula-
tions and nuances. South Asian poetry, 
indeed, is no exception. 

Like many of its regional and global 
counterparts it too is unique. It is 
unique to the extent that it is born out 
of a specific culture and, therefore, por-
trays traits distinctive to it. This, how-
ever, does not deny the transcending 
potential of poetry that appeal to the 
human element in every individual's 
heart, irrespective of their spatial and 
cultural diversity.

The delight and influence of South 
Asian poetry as a catalyst that brings 

together diverse cultures within the 
region reflects a cultural confluence 
unsurpassed by any other region of the 
world, This rich and vibrant mingling 
needs to be appreciated and celebrated 
by giving due recognition to indig-
enous cultures and styles represented 
by such poetry so as to celebrate unity 
in diversity and to preserve splendid 
South Asian expressions that are a fun-
damental part of the region's cultural 
ethos.

The SAARC Literary Festival, which 
began in 2013 is slowly and steadily 
gaining its momentum as the liter-
ary catalyst within SAARC, giving the 
Member States to share their literary 
creations, debate, analyze, and discuss 
the state and accomplishments of the  
literature of South Asia. 

In  keeping  with the SAARC 
Agenda for Culture, which  envisages 
that diversity in culture as reflected 
in  varied cultural expressions needs 
to be acknowledged, the SAARC Cul-
tural Centre organized a 4-day Liter-
ary Festival on South Asian Poetry in 
India. The Festival was an open forum 
for poets and poetry critics to discuss, 
debate, and analyze poetry in South 
Asia and to indulge in exploring its 
unique cultural tapestry.

The Literary Festival
As part of the approved programmes 

for the year 2015, the SAARC Cul-
tural Centre organised a 4-day Liter-
ary Festival on South Asian Poetry in 
India (Bangalore) on 2-5 July 2015. 

This Festival provided a platform to 
the poets, writers, literary critics, pub-
lishers and literary enthusiasts in the 
region to share their thoughts, insights, 
voice their concerns and learn from the 
experts of South Asian Poetry. 

It also held poetry reading sessions. 
It is hoped that with a mix of formal 
and informal interactive sessions, the 
Festival will promote and critically 
discuss the poetic traits of South Asia. 
The Festival was held at the Hotel Lalit 
Ashok, Bangalore from 2 to 5 July 
2015. Delegates from Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka participated in 
the Literary Festival.

The Inaugural Session was held 
under the patronage of Pramod Jain, 
Joint Secretary, Ministry of Culture, 
Government of India, with the wel-
come address delivered by Wasantha 
Kotuwella, Director, SAARC Cultural 
Centre. 

The Quest for                   
Commonality

The keynote Address titled 'The 
Quest for Commonality' was delivered 
by Malinda Seneviratne, one of the 
most eminent poets in Sri Lanka who 
has authored a number of award win-
ning poetry collections. 

His first book, 'Epistles: 1984-1996' 
was published in 1999. Five of six col-
lections he wrote were short-listed for 
the prestigious Gratiaen Prize between 
2007 and 2013. The last, ‘Edges’ won 
the Gratiaen for the year 2013. His 

other collections are ‘Threads’, ‘The 
Underside of Silence’, ‘Stray Kites’, 
‘Some Texts are Made of Leaves’, and 
‘Open Words are for Love Letting’. 

He also won the H.A.I. Goonetilaka 
Prize for the best translation, awarded 
by the Gratiaen Trust, for rendering 
into English the much acclaimed San-
saaraaranyaye Dadayakkaraya (The 
Hunter in the Wilderness of Sansaara). 

He is currently in the process of 
completing the translation of the epic 
poetic work of Maharagama Sekera, 
Prabuddha. Seneviratne's Keynote 
address expounded on the commonali-
ties of human emotions and mentioned 
that “we are nothing if not the fraternal 
citizens of a borderless and free terri-
tory of minds and hearts in a region 
called South Asia, a geographical 
accident produced by the movement 
of hidden plates over millennia and a 
passing specificity made of movement, 
sharing and exchange in the commerce 
of art, philosophy, innovation, goods, 
services and power.”

The Literary Festival included 
six Country Presentations, namely, 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka. In the country presentation 
each delegation presented the histori-
cal developments and current status of 
poetry in the respective country.

At the end of the Festival a Valedic-
tory Session was held at the Festival 
venue. Wasanthe Kotuwella, Director, 
SAARC Cultural Centre distributed 
certificates and mementos to all the 
participants of the Festival.
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