
W
ith a pas-
sion for 
drama 
and the-
atre nur-

tured from his school 
days at Trinity Col-
lege, Aslam Marikar, 
the 29-year-old Kandy 
based theatre practi-
tioner, is committed to 
developing a career as 
a playwright and direc-
tor. Having taken part in 
school productions such 
as ‘Macbeth’, ‘Hamlet’, 
and ‘Julius Caesar’, 
Marikar went on to 
claim the award for Best 
Outstation Actor for his 
portrayal of Brutus at 
the All Island Interschool 
Shakespeare Drama 
Competition in 2005. His 
contributions as a drama 
director at school level 
include work for Trinity 
College, Girl’s High 
School 
Kandy, 
and 
Gate-
way 
School 
pro-
duc-
tions.  

Marikar was in the Asian 

School of Media Studies in Noida, 
India, studying  film for three years 
when he realised theatre was his 
calling. In 2014 he presented to 
theatregoers his first full length play 
–‘Twenty First Century Monk’. 

After a successful round of 
performances in Kandy, Mari-
kar together with the Sri Theatre 
Company is bringing his latest 
play to Colombo- ‘It’s all Amidst’. 
This is Marikar’s second full 
length play and it  will go on the 
boards on October  9, at 7.30 p.m. 
at the Punchi Theatre in Borella 
for theatregoers in Colombo. 
Here, this emerging young drama 
director discusses a bit about his 
background in the sphere of stage 
drama and his ongoing work.     

Q: What is your background 
in drama and theatre? How did 
you get started as a theatre practi-

tioner?
A: My back-

ground to 

drama 

has always been the political land-
scape to which this generation 
(post republican) was born into. 
Our news stations seem to be pro-
ducing a soap opera that I would 
like to call The Game of Legacies, 
where all talk and no work seem 
to be an unnatural (for the species) 
but successful (for a certain verity) 
state of affairs. I personally feel that 
considering our modern times all 
toiling hard in this country have a 
very good background to drama.  
But theatre is different. Theatre is 
a profession and it took me and 
still does, a lot of tight rope walk-
ing to come to terms with. My first 
experience with theatre happened 
while at school, we had an awe-
some clique of friends that took the 
extracurricular activity seriously. 
This made it easier as theatre is a 
collective art form.  From there on 
my inquisitiveness took the bet-
ter of me and to satisfy this urge 
to understand the craft I took to 
studying it abroad. 

Q: What are the themes and 
subject matter you deal with as a 
playwright?

A: As a playwright I refrain 
from thinking on those lines. I do 
not find it helpful. Maybe a lit-
erature teacher would find such a 

topic an interesting discussion, but 
then I don't teach. I believe that you 
just have to write and your themes 

will appear. As for sub-

ject matter I read the newspapers.
Q: What is the theme and 

plot of your latest play ‘It’s All 
Amidst’?

A: ‘It’s All Amidst’ is about a 
young couple having to cope with 
family problems in order to be 
together. It’s a very simple plot but 
I have tried at including a lot of Sri 
Lankan political inconsistencies in 
a most appropriate fashion. This 
is not an abstract sort of play. It is 
very straight forward. If I was to 
arrogantly tag its presentation on 
my own I would call it a ‘Natural-
ist’ play. 

Q: How do you think the 
response will be from theatregoers 
in Colombo to this production?  

A: Colombo city is always 
craving for something ‘new and 
exciting’.  In Colombo going to 
the theatre is always on the list of 
someone’s weekly activities. It is 
also the largest available crowd you 
can perform to. 

This play is an original (hence 
it’s new). The story is not some 
play you might find in your library 
or watch on the internet. It’s an 
original so the level of expectation 
will be high throughout the per-
formance. Also since it is relevant 
to our surroundings the story will 
collide head on with your opinions 
and that is definite to heighten your 
experience.

                  

Entertainment
Diary

Sunday, Sept 27 
Mayura - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Arosha Kats/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5 
p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 28
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 pm.
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.pm
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Sept 29 

DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Flame – Curve – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.pm

Wednesday, Sep 30
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Mintaka – FDO – 7 p.m.
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.
Mayura - Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 pm.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.pm
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Misty – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 

Thursday, Oct 1
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m.  
Dee-Zone – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m.
Mintaka – 41 Sugar – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – 
Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
Misty – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7.pm
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 

Friday, Oct 2 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Tamara Ruberu/ On Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Herschel Rodrigo Trio-California Grill – 7 p.m.
D Zone – Curve – 7 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Melon and Team – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 

Saturday, Oct 3 
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Thusitha Dananjaya – California Grill – 7 p.m.
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
Melon and Team – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Shafi and Gravity – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk

 BOOKS 

‘This Divided Island’ 
longlisted for 
Samuel Johnson 
prize

An account of Sri 
Lanka's civil war 
by Indian author 

Samanth Subramanian 
has been longlisted for 
the Samuel Johnson 
prize 2015, making him 
the second Indian to be 
nominated for the presti-
gious award.
Founded in 1999, Sam-
uel Johnson prize is one 
of United Kingdom's most 
prestigious awards for 
non-fiction.

Samanth's book ‘This Divided 
Island’  is among the 12 books long-
listed for the prize (prize money: 
20,000 pound), whose shortlist will 
be announced in October during the 
London Literature Festival. The win-
ner will be named in November.

Before Samanth, Suketu Mehta 
was the only Indian who had been 
shortlisted for the Samuel Johnson 
Prize. Mehta was shortlisted for his 
book 'Maximum City: Bombay Lost 
and Found' in 2005.

"The book tracks the rise of mili-
tant Buddhism, driven by monk 
politicians who hold extraordinary, 
extreme opinions," publishers Pen-
guin Random House said in a state-
ment today.

Driven by curiosity about the scars 
and legacies of a long war, Samanth 
moved to Sri Lanka in 2011 and over 
the next year, he travelled across the 
island, and through Sri Lankan com-
munities living overseas, talking to 
hundreds of people about how their 
lives were twisted out of shape by 
the war.

The prize is open to authors of all 
non-fiction books in current affairs, 
history, politics, science, sport, trav-
el, biography autobiography and the 
arts.

Samanth, a Delhi-based journalist, 
won the 2010 Shakti Bhatt First Book 
Prize for his first book of narrative 
non-fiction ‘Following Fish: Travels 
around the Indian Coast’, which was 
also shortlisted for the 2013 Andre 
Simon Prize.

This year's judging panel, chaired 
by the Pulitzer prize-winning his-
torian Anne Applebaum, also long-
listed the books ‘Guantanamo Diary’ 
by Mohamedou Ould Slahi, ‘Ted 
Hughes: The Unauthorised Life by 
Jonathan Bate’, ‘Black Earth’ by Tim 
Snyder, ‘Fighters in the Shadows by 
Robert Gildea’, ‘The Unravelling: 
High Hopes and Missed Opportuni-
ties in Iraq’ by Emma Sky.

‘Nothing is True and Everything 
is Possible: Adventures in Modern 
Russia’by Peter Pomerantsev, ‘The 
Four Dimensional Human’,  by Lau-
rence Scott, ‘Landmarks’by Robert 
McFarlane, ‘The Planet Remade’  by 
Oliver Morton, ‘Neurotribes: The 
Legacy of Autism’ by Steve Silber-
man and ‘The Four-Dimensional 
Human’ by Laurence Scott complete 
the shortlist.

- Huffington Post

Samanth Subramanian 
Photo by Purushottam 
Diwakar India Today Group 
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Magic in 
the wind

Ms. Keiko Kobayashi  to conduct 
‘An Evening of Wind Music’

Answering the 
call of his passion
Playwright Aslam Marikar talks to Dilshan Boange about 
his new play and themes inspired by the newspapers

When Lanka’s Elvis 
plays Jim Reeves

T
he Embassy of 
Japan together 
with the Colombo 
Wind Orchestra 
will present ‘An 

Evening of Wind Music’ under 
the baton of a renowned 
Japanese conductor Ms. 
Keiko Kobayashi.

The concert is another outreach project 
oraganised by the Embassy of Japan and 
the Colombo Wind Orchestra,  with Ms. 
Kobayashi, who held successful concerts 
in Jaffna in 2012, Batticaloa in 2013 and 
Galle in 2014 under her consistent theme 
of ‘Peace’ and ‘National Reconciliation’ of 
Sri Lanka. 

The 2015 concert it will feature 'Hands 
Across the Sea' by John Philip Sousa, 'West-
ern One-Step' from Suite of American 
Old Dances by Robert Russell, 'Take the 
"A" train' by Billy Strayhorn, 'Someone 
To Watch Over Me' by George Gershwin, 
'Kitchen Fiesta' from Mike Story,  ‘Thrill-
er’  Michael Jackson' by R. Temperton 
and 'Pirates of the Caribbean' (Symphonic 
Suite) by Klaus Badelt, among several other 
compositions.

 A demonstration and mini-workshop 
for the audience on how to conduct an 
orchestra will also be presented by Ms. 
Kobayashi during the concert, which will 
be full of educational value, excitement and 
entertainment.

For more information contact Cultural 
Section on Tel: 2693831~3 (Ext. 266)

As the countdown begins for when 
Lanka’s Elvis, Janaka Palapathwela, 
does Jim Reeves proud, and for a good 
cause at that, Malik Carder, MC for 
the Show planned for next month, 
explained why Jim Reeves. But Rev. 
Ebenezer Joseph, General Secretary of 
the National Christian Council of Sri 
Lanka (NCCSL) explained it better, 
when he said that reconciliation starts 
from within and that the songs of the 
late legend Jim Reeves, touches your 
heart, is very meaningfully put gather 
and is always soothing.  The show is 
after all being held to garner funds for 
the Peace and Reconciliation work of 
NCCSL, healing the wounds of many 
persons in our Country. 

The Jim Reeves Show will com-

mence at 6.00 p.m. at the Bishop’s Col-
lege Auditorium on October 11, 2015, 
with  Janaka Palapathwala performing 
with an orchestra, with backup vocals 
from the Choro Calibre Singers. Music 
will be directed by Suresh Maliyadde 
and Naveen Fernando will be the 
Orchestra Conductor.

Tickets priced at Rs. 5000 (VIP) - Rs. 
3000 - Rs. 2000 - Rs. 1500 are avail-
able at Bishop's College Auditorium, 
Torana Liberty Plaza, Yamaha Music 
Centre - Col 7, Coconut Lounge - Col 7,  
Abans Main Showroom - Kollupitiya, 
Chamathka Jewellers, Vision Care - 
Crescat, Sadeepa Book Shop - Borella, 
Sarasavi Book Shop - Nugegoda, Maha-
ragama, and Vanapetha Book Shop – 
Dehiwala.

EVENT

EVENT

EVENT

The Festival of Choirs 2015 
organised by the Western Music 
Society of Royal College will take 
place at 6.00 p.m. on Friday, Octo-
ber 2, at the Bishop’s College Audi-
torium.

Inaugurated in 1993, this annual 
event is the biggest feature in the 
Sri Lankan schools’ choir calendar. 
It brings together the choirs from 
several leading schools and is a 
much looked forward to event.

Taking part this year are the 
choirs from Asian International 
School, Visakha Vidyalaya, Eliza-
beth Moir School, Ladies’ College, 
Bishop’s College, Methodist Col-
lege, Wesley College, The British 
School in Colombo and Royal Col-
lege.

Tickets priced at Rs. 600/- (Bal-
cony), Rs. 700/-, Rs. 850/- and Rs. 
1000/- are available at the venue.

 Students of Chundikuli 
Girls’ College, Jaffna, together 
with renowned dancer and old 
girl, Subashini Pathmanathan, 
will present ‘Samarpana: A 
Bharatha Natya Recital’  at the 
Ramakrishna Mission Hall in 
Wellawatte on Saturday, Octo-
ber 3.

Proceeds will go towards 
constructing a new 
building the school 
to accommodate the 
increase in the num-
ber of students follow-
ing the end of the war 
and the introduction 
of bilingual medium 
teaching to pre-primary 
and primary classes.

Chundukuli Girls’ 
College is one of the 
oldest and well known 
educational institutions, 
in Jaffna. Founded by 
the Church Missionary 
Society (CMS) in 1896,  
it provides quality edu-
cation to girls from all 
parts of the island, from 
primary to secondary 
levels. Despite the war 
that ravaged this part of 
the country for nearly 
30 years, the school has 
continued to produce 
outstanding students in 
academics, and cultural 

activities. The school has pro-
vided free educational facil-
ity to displaced students who 
were affected by war  with 
the generous support of past 
students and well-wishers. 
Because of their meritorious 
efforts   hundreds of children 
are now continuing their edu-
cation at the school.

Samarpana - A Bharatha 
Natya Recital

 What the King could have learned from the Fab Four

Scene from It’s all Amidst.
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