
                  

Entertainment
Diary

Sunday, Oct 4
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Mayura - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.

Monday, Oct.5 
Charming Vietnam – Bishop’s College, 
Auditorium – 7 p.m.  
Ananda Dabare Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.pm
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 pm.
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Oct. 6
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.pm
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Flame – Curve – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 7
Colombo October Fest – Paradise Beach – 
Mount Lavinia Hotel 
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – 
Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.
Mayura - Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Mintaka – FDO – 7 p.m.
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Misty – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 

Thursday, Oct. 8
All Island Inter School Dance competition – 
Bishop’s College Auditorium 
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7.pm
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m.  
Dee-Zone – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m.
Mintaka – 41 Sugar – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – 
Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
Misty – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 

Friday, Oct. 9
All Island Inter School Dance competition – 
Bishop’s College Auditorium  
D Zone – Curve – 7 p.m.
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Melon and Team – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Tamara Ruberu/ On Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Herschel Rodrigo Trio-California Grill – 7 p.m.

Saturday, Oct 10
All Island Inter School Dance competition – 
Bishop’s College Auditorium 
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Shafi and Gravity – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Thusitha Dananjaya – California Grill – 7 p.m.
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
Melon and Team – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk
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Of bananas, 
pineapples and 
stuff that go plop 

Our little tropical isle, Sri 
Lanka, is blessed with 
numerous varieties of 
fruits. But not everyone 

knows from where the plant origi-
nally came, nor its scientific name 
or how to identify the fruit plants. 
To fill that need, one would, com-
pulsively be tempted to acquire a 
most pleasant book titled ‘A selec-
tion of Fruits of Sri Lanka’.

Originally published by WHT 
Publications back in 1997,  its pop-
ularity and continued demand by 
led to its second edition, which was 
released to the book stores in 2008. 

The scientific names have been 
updated to match current interna-
tional databases. This hard cover 
publication has maintained the 
same colorful layout of its 70 pages. 

 It may surprise many, that not 
all fruit plants that grow in Sri 
Lanka are actually native to this 
country. In fact of the 85 fruit pro-
ducing species described in this 
book, only a fraction is truly native. 
Of these, five species are endemic 
(found only in Sri Lanka). These 
are wild date, ‘gal veera’, Ceylon 
gooseberry and two species of 
‘goraka’. Many species have been 
introduced from other countries 
down the ages. 

Did you know that the popular 
pineapple is a native of tropi-
cal America? On the other hand 
banana is native to southern Asia 
from where it was introduced to 
tropical America. Have you tasted 
‘hondapara’ (elephant apple) or 
its drink? Ever enjoyed ‘masan’, 
‘gaduguda’ or ‘villuda’? There seems 
to be lots more interesting fruits 
than the popular lovi, ugurassa and 
veralu. All these interesting bits of 
data have been gathered and set out 
in this book for the convenience of 
its readers.

The book is in a user friendly 
format and gives the English, 
Sinhala and Tamil, as well as the 
scientific name for each fruit plant 
featured. 

This is followed by the descrip-
tion of the fruit bearing plants and 
then by the description of the fruit 

and its taste.  While most details 
required by a wide readership 
is covered in the text, it is easily 
digestible! The text is well sup-
ported by the pleasing colour illus-
trations, which make identification 
easy. 

‘A Selection of Fruits of Sri 
Lanka’, the only illustrated guide to 
the fruits of Sri Lanka is authored 
by the husband and wife team 
Jayaindra and Thivanshi Fernando.  
Jayaindra is a consultant surgeon 
working in the private sector in 
Colombo. In fact, the lovely water 
color illustrations that adorn the 
book were done in between Jayain-
dra’s postgraduate training back in 
1995. 

Thivanshi is an IT professional. 
Together they travelled widely in 
the country, in search of genuine 
data to gather, as well as fresh 
specimens to paint.    

Thivanshi has taken care to base 
her research on accepted and pub-
lished literary sources, which have 
been verified by her travels and 
the collection of fresh specimens. 
It is for this reason of authenticity 
that the book has become popular 
among a wide sector of readers 
including nature lovers, botanists, 
agriculturists, tourists, students or 
simply lovers of fruits or Sri Lanka 
it self. The book is available at the 
leading book stores.  -C.A.

Two new books 
from Navodya

Two books translated by 
up and coming writer, 
Navodya Weligamage, and 
published by Wijesuriya 

Publishers were launched last 
week.

Me Loka Awasanaya Nowe, a 
translation of It’s not the end of the 
World written by world famous 
American writer Judy Blum and 
Dangakara Amelia Ayemath a 
translation of Amelia Jane Again 
written by Enid Blyton will be 
available at leading bookshops in 
the country. 

Navodya is a graduate at the 

University of Kelaniya and has 
published eight books prior to this.

Dangakara Pipi, Burusu Konda 
Mantharakari, Manthare Bale are 
some of her own writings while 
Dangakara Amelia, Punchi Desi 
Mala, Deeni, Margaret and Aei 
Matama Mehema Wenne are her 
translations. 

Navodya has compiled articles to 
several newspapers and works as 
an Assistant Sponsorship Coordi-
nator at the SOS Children’s Villages 
Sri Lanka National Office. She is 
an old girl of Devi Balika Vidya-
laya, Colombo.

 BOOK  LAUNCH 

True to the promise she 
made last year when 
she sang with Daniel 
O’Donnell , the popular 
and sensitive Irish Singer 
Mary Duff will be in Sri 

Lanka this month for her solo concert 
which will be at the BMICH for two 
days running – Octobret  24 and 25. 
She will be supported by her backing 
band comprising six members, some 
of whom performed with Daniel O 
Donnel at his  concert last year. Mary 
Duff will have with her an extremely 
talented young Irish country singer 
Jordan Mogey.

Her concert in Sri Lanka  was part 
of an international tour of UK, Europe 
and Australia. The reason why she was 
determined to come back and perform 
in Sri Lanka was that the Sri Lankan 
audience, she said when she performed 

with Daniel O Donnell was absolutely 
great and it was a most enjoyable per-
formance for them. 

This is the only time she can fit in 
a concert in Sri Lanka  because  next 
year 2016 and 2017 she will be touring 
with  Daniel O Donnell and they will 
be performing in Europe, USA and 
Australia.

According to the Organiser, Dama-
yantha Kuruppu of DK promotions, 
Mary Duff has informed  him that her 
concert will be approximately three 
hours in duration and that she will 
be singing a wide repetoire of songs 
covering various styles which earned 
her the title ‘Singer of songs’ without 
classification.

The box plan for the two concerts 
will be open from October 5 at the 
Hilton Poolside from10 a.m.

Mary Duff in the music industry 
is recognized as an “accomplished, 
polished and highly respected profes-
sional performer”. Her initiation into 

stage performance came at a young age 
when she was 12 years old. Her father 
recognised her talent and gave her the 
opportunity to sing with his band dur-
ing the weekends. When she  finished 
with school she joined  a band  called 
Jukebox and stayed with them  for 
about three years.

Winning Ireland's Sunday World 
Nationwide Talent Competition was 
the beginning of a successful  music 
career for Mary Duff. Sean  Reilly  
became her manager and he signed her 
up wit Ritz Records. 

The result was success with albums.  
After an audition Daniel O Donell 
offered her the special  guest slot  on 
his  first UK concert  tour. Till today 
she remains Daniel's 'Special guest.

Year before last in 2013, Mary Duff 
celebrated 25 years in the music indus-
try. 

That year in January she  was rec-
ognised as the Female Vocalist of the 
Year at the Sunday World Irish Music 

Awards and soon thereafter came the 
release  of the successful single 'The 
Water is Wide', a UK tour in May fol-
lowed  by a 25 years celebration con-
cert in Ireland.

A quick spool back to last year and 
Mary  Duff 's performance on our 
stage, and her wide varied repertoire of 
songs sung solo and duet with Daniel 
O' Donnell was truly unforgettable. 
Especially the all time hit 'Rose Gar-
den' and her recent gold 'A Single Yel-
low Rose' – so make sure you are there 
at the BMICH!

 DRAMA 

Food for 
thought 
as a social 
critique

An Evening of Short Plays

A few months ago the 
‘Keti Naatya Sandya-
vak’ (An Evening of 
Short Plays) unfolded 
on the boards at the 
Lionel Wendt with 

four Sinhala short plays written by 
Praneeth Chanaka Muramudali 
and Sanjeewa Pathirage. They were 
brought to life as a production by 
creative director extraordinaire, vet-
eran theatre practitioner, Jerome L. 
de Silva. 

What can be said as noteworthy 
about the show was how it was pre-
sented with a ‘creative investment’ 
to be a ‘production’ that intended to 
give viewers more than their money’s 
worth.  It was in that sense ‘theatre’ 
that offered some serious food for 
thought as a social critique, while not 
bereft of the ingredients which mark 
a production as one seeking to ‘enter-
tain’ its audience.  

The four short plays were titled 
‘Jananige maranaya’ (Janani’s death), 
‘Yakku kelambei’ (The devils are 
stirred up), ‘Mang athulata ennada? 
(May I come in?) and Ethule yud-
dayak, (A war within). The first three 
were written by Muramudali and 
the last by Pathirage. Each short play 
had a different theme and setting. 
The first was in the strict confines of 
a household where the sole duty of 
attending to an invalid mother had 
fallen on the youngest child who 
seeks his own liberation from the 
predicament he is in through perhaps 
the eventual demise of the mother. 
How the different members of the 
family each have their individual 
goals and aspirations as well as their 
frustrations and anxieties while being 
conscious of their family bonds and 

responsibilities is brought out while 
dealing with how the hierarchism 
of the household can be oppressive 
in the name of filial, fraternal, and 
familial duties. 

The story is a bold one and was 
brought out well with interplay 
between dramatic expression of emo-
tions and driving the story through 
dialogue. 

Dark humour
What unfolded in ‘Yakku Kal-

ambei’ was a story that had dark 
humour bound to strings of hilarity 
to touch the pulse of the Sri Lankan 
theatre goer. The stagecraft devised 
for this play displayed a narrative 
technique that was innovative and 
theatrically stimulating. Hunger 
and starvation can drive people to 
the brink of madness, and insanity 
becomes an internalised lodger that 
resists eviction. There is no bar-
rier of age when it comes to what 
hunger can drive people to do. The 
two youths beleaguered by penury 
and persisting hunger represent in 
one respect, a segment of the young 
generation that refuses to be manual 
labourers to at least earn a meal, and 
may instead opt to ‘qualify’ for prison 
so that they may at least ‘escape star-
vation’. 

The third play brought out a ques-
tion pertinent to the present times. 
What is the worth of education 
today? Education today in our coun-
try has become a commercialised 
industry and relies to an extent on 
mass media to be validated for its 
value. The television industry today 
by creating endlessly diversified 
strains of ‘reality shows’ that are actu-
ally highly controlled sensationalised 
talent competitions, misleads an 
entire generation of youngsters. The 

playwright has very perceptively 
caught onto how these two sec-
tors –‘education’ and ‘television’ as 
industrialised, crassly commercial-
ised spheres of business should be 
exposed for the duping they do to an 
entire gullible generation of young-
sters. 

The creative direction of the direc-
tor must be applauded for how the 
stage and its physical space together 
with lighting and sounds were used 
to create the scenario of the ‘Refund 
Star’, a reality game show that became 
the ruse to decide whether in fact the 
student who demanded a refund of 
the money he spent to ‘earn’ a degree 
really ‘qualifies’ for a refund.  A very 
heady topic that critiques the times 
we live in.  

Price of liberation
The final play was one that had 

war, and the ‘price of liberation’ as its 
theme. Not related to the separatist 
war that waged in our own country, 
but set in something of an eastern 
European geographical setting, the 
story nevertheless rang out a strong 
message about what violence begets 
and how ‘love’ and ‘sex’ in times of 
war play out between victors and 
victims. War, in some respects is all 
about the prevalence of the will of a 
power hierarchy, and really having 
nothing to do with winning justice 

for the oppressed, is perhaps one 
of the propositions the play sought 
to make. 

Many years ago, during my under-
grad days in Colombo varsity, I 
watched Dhananjaya Karunaratne’s 
‘Sihina Rangahala’ at the Elphinstone 
theatre. 

That was my first experience of 
watching a collection of short plays 
put on the boards as a ‘theatre show’. 
While Sinhala theatre is considerably 
much wider spread and robust in 
terms of the volume of viewership in 
the island compared to English thea-
tre, there is surprisingly few attempts 
by mainstream Sinhala theatre prac-
titioners and drama producers to put 
on collections of short plays as shows. 
I wonder if the genre of the short play 
has yet been assiduously explored for 
viability among Sinhala theatregoers. 
The value of these kinds of shows is 
that more than one playwright, direc-
tor, would get to present their works 
to audiences.

The lights, the costumes, the level 
of acting talent on stage, all indicated 
that a commendable degree of effort 
had been behind Keti Naatya Sandya-
vak, and therefore The Workshop 
Players and its captain –Jerome L. 
de Silva should be lauded for putting 
on a production that hopefully will 
encourage more shows of this nature 
to come alive on stage in the future 
to enable short plays scripted on 
paper to gain colour, form, flesh and 
motion as ‘theatre’.  

as a social 

between dramatic expression of emo-
for the oppressed, is perhaps one 

of the propositions the play sought 

The amazing Ants 
are back! 

 

‘Kumbi Kathawa’ 
(Ant Story), a 
magical evening 
of dance theatre 
presented by the 
students of the 

Chithrasena Vajira Dance Founda-
tion, will be staged at the Bishop’s 
College Auditorium at 7.15 p.m. 
from October, 21 to 24. The show 
premiered in 2007 and the produc-
tion that spellbound audiences was 
restaged in 2009. 

 Kumbi Kathawa tells the story of 
an ant colony that faces immense 
hardship as they are chased away 
by an evil force (a mosquito). The 
main ant family perseveres and 
rebuilds their home, and it becomes 
a place of joy where many different 
insects gather to celebrate. When 
all the insects are threatened by a 
natural disaster (a flood), the ants 
stand strong and rescue all those 
who are struggling, including their 
former enemy the mosquito. It is 
a timely story of courage, rebuild-
ing, compassion and forgiveness 
told through dance, with fabulous 
costumes, music, and lighting.  It is 
going to be an event for the whole 
family to enjoy.

Conceived and choreographed 
by Anjalika Melvani (daughter of 
Gurus Chitrasena and Vajira) and 
directed by Heshma Wignaraja 
(grand-daughter of Gurus Chitra-
sena and Vajira), the ballet is based 
on the Russian children’s story ‘The 
Brave Ant’ by Tatiana Makarova. 

Having invented the medium of 
Sinhala Ballet (where dance was 
used for the first time to convey 
a story), Chitrasena, Vajira, and 
their students have created many 
acclaimed performances that are 
now part of our cultural heritage.  
Adult ballets such as ‘Karadiya’, 
‘Kinkini Kolama’, and ‘Nala Dama-

yanthi’, and children’s ballets such 
as ‘Hapana’ and ‘Ran Kikili’are all 
masterpieces from the Chitrasena 
School of Dance. ‘Kumbi Kathawa’ 
follows in this great tradition. 

“When this dance drama first 
premiered in 2007 and was restaged 
in 2009, audiences were captivated 
by the simple yet powerful story that 
was conveyed through dance and 
choreography, costumes, music and 
lighting. The ballet had been honed 
to perfection over a period of five 
years. For this restaging, further 
enhancements have been made to 
the choreography, costumes and 
lighting. We are sure it is going to 
be a novel experience for theatre 
lovers as well as dance lovers,” Hes-
hma Wignaraja, director of Kumbi 
Kathawa said at a press briefing 
announcing the vent.

 In recognition of the quality and 
depth of this production, Kumbi 
Kathawa has now been included in 
the GCE Ordinary Level syllabus by 
the Ministry of Education. 

“The restaging of Kumbi Kathawa 
in October provides an opportunity 
for those who missed it the previous 
times, and those who want to see it 
again, to enjoy this wonderful pro-
duction. And as children and adults 
get drawn in by the magic that is 
Kumbi Kathawa, they may also 
absorb some important life lessons 
that are very relevant as we come 
together to rebuild as a nation,” Hes-
hma elaborated.

Tickets priced at Rs. 2500, Rs. 
2000, Rs.1500, Rs.1000, Rs.750 
and Rs. 500 (balcony) are avail-
able at Chitrasena Kalayathanaya, 
590 Elvitigala Mawatha, Colombo 
5 (next to Lanka Hospitals) and 
through ticketslk.com . For more 
information  contact the Chitrasena 
School of Dance: 0113150570 and 
0112368902 or email umi.cvdance@
gmail.com

by Anuradha 
Kodagoda

by Anuradha Kodagoda

 Petit Futé Sri Lanka 
The latest edition of Petit Futé 

a comprehensive travel guide 
to Sri Lanka in French was 

officially launched 
recently at the Kings-
bury. The Manager of 
the guide book Roxane 
Lamouille said how 
pleased they were to 
launch this latest edi-
tion of Petit Futé Sri 
Lanka for the French 
speaking markets not 
only in France but 
also in Belgium, Lux-
enbourg, Switzerland, 
Canada and the Indian 
Ocean. 

The Chairman of 
the Sri Lanka Tourism 
Promotion Bureau, 
Rohantha Athukorale 
was the chief guest at 
this occasion and he was formally 
presented with the first copy. 

In his address Rohantha Athuko-
rale emphasised the importance of 
how Sri Lanka tourism must veer 
away from the traditional media 
advertising and concentrate on media 
online advertising. 

A large number of tourists in 

France carry a guide book and the 
Tourism Bureau partnered Petit Futé 
on the Sri Lankan edition because 

they launched the 
pioneering digital 
travel guide book, 
which meant that 
French tourists have 
access to the edition 
free of charge on the 
website. 

Jean Paul Labour-
dette and Dominique 
Auzias have to be 
congratulated for 
compiling a detailed 
study of Sri Lanka – 
the country’s geogra-
phy, climate, history, 
economy, population, 
religion and beliefs, 
languages, way of 

life, festivities, food, 
transportation, tourist information, 
hotels, restaurants, cafes, currency, 
customs and visa, Sinhala and Tamil 
language conversation exchanges, 
the beaches and mountains of Sri 
Lanka, rice fields, tea plantations 
and wildlife sanctuaries. All packed 
into 385 pages. Amazing! 

- MP

by Mahes Perera

by Dilshan Boange 
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