
Day 03 08th November 2015 Sunday 

 10.00 a.m.     1.00 p.m.  4.00 p.m.

 Lola on the Pea      Simshar   Alias Maria
 (Lola auf der Erbse)    by Rebecca 
 by Thomas Heinemann (Mr)       Cremona (Mrs)  by Jose Luis Rugeles (Mr)
 Children Feature(Age 00+)    Drama Feature  Drama Feature
 All Audiences     More suitable for Adults More Suitable for Adults
 Kids Park       World Cinema  World Cinema  
 
NFC  Silence in the Courts   Dirty, Yellow, Darkness In the Courtyard  
 by Prasanna Vithanage (Mr)      (Premaya Nam)  (Dans la cour) 
       by Kalpana Ariyawansha by Pierre Salvadori (Mr) 
 All Audiences                   Vindana Ariyawansha          Drama Comedy
       All Audiences  All Audiences
 Seeking Justice -    Psychological Drama French Film Corner  
 Documentary                   Mosaic of Sri Lankan 
       New Cinema
 I want to live 
 by Ahmed Tariq Hamad 
 (Mr)
 All Audiences
 Seeking Justice - Documentary 

MC 
Superior    River Road   Balut Country  Winter Journey
   by Li Ruijun (Mr)  by Paul Santa Ana  by Sergie Taramaev (Mr) 
   Drama Feature  /Luba Lvova (Ms)
   All Audience  Drama Feature  Drama Feature
    All Audience  All Audience 
   Asian Competition Asian Competition  World Cinema 

 10.00 a.m.  2.30 p.m.  5.00 p.m. 

Empire 
Delux  No screening   Violencia   Dora or the Sexual 
    by Jorge Forero (Mr) Neuroses of Our Parents
       by Stina Werenfels (Ms) 
    Drama Feature  Drama Feature 
    All Audiences 
    Adults Only  Adults Only 
    World Cinema   World Cinema 

  10.00 a.m.  1.00 p.m.   4.00 p.m. 

SLMTI Spring, Summer, Fall The Factory  When Father was away on 
 Winter and Spring  by Rahul Roy (Mr)  Business 
 by Kim Ki-duk (Mr)  All Audiences  by Emir Kusturica (Mr)  
 Drama Feature  Seeking Justice -  Drama Feature 
 All Audiences  Documentary  Adults Only 
 Aruna's Choice     Emir Kusturica    
       Retrospective

Sri   Reading Kusturica 
Lanka
Foundation    A Master Class with 
  Prof. Dragan Milinkovic 
  Fimon    

“How will I know 
if it works truly 
sir?” asked the 
nincompoop 
newly empow-

ered with the power to ward off 
death. “Experience it,” answered the 
embodiment of Death dubbed ‘Vasa-
vaththi Māra’. That simple dialogical 
inquest provides the spinal basis on 
which the premise of knowledge as 
an ‘ontological state of being within 
an individual’ and knowledge as an 
‘abstract statement’ can be differenti-
ated. There lies the principle divide 
between knowledge as a ‘creation’ of 
the occidental mind and knowledge 
as a part of an ‘individual’s con-
sciousness’ as per oriental or eastern 
thought. 

And as I sat in the Asoka College 
gymnasium in early October, on 
the opening night, to watch actor, 
playwright and director Indika 
Ferdinando’s latest creation –‘The 
Irresistible Rise of Mr. Signno (or the 
Metamorphosis of Death by Unnatu-
ral Causes)’ there was evidence to the 
sense faculties that what was planned 
and performed as ‘a ritualistic parable’ 
was meant to transcend the conven-
tional theatre ‘experience’. 

A young buffoon named Signno 
who possesses no worthy skill or tal-
ent or even minimal competence at 
basic arithmetic decides to end his 
life in the hope of getting a ‘better 
life next time’. He fails miserably. The 
circumstances of fate don’t seem to 
support his decision. 

This decision to ‘prematurely’ end 
his life is seen as an attempt to cause 
‘death by unnatural causes’. Thus the 
story speaks in line with Buddhist 
thought and belief that no one actual-
ly dies before his/her time. Therefore 
‘Death’ in the form of Vasavaththi 
Māra visits Signno and bestows him 
a reason to live. He gives him the 
power to ward off death and prolong 
the life of the dying. 

And all that is needed to perform 
this miracle is a handful of mustard 
seeds. 

This particular element in the work 
is ripe with what any Buddhist or 
even non Buddhist to a certain extent 
in Sri Lanka will immediately identify 
as sourced in Buddhist literature –the 
story of Kisagothami, who pleaded to 
the Buddha to bring her dead child 
back to life. 

Metamorphosis 
Making a pact with the Devil is 

nothing new when looking at folk-
lore in other countries. But what is 
interesting is that Signno is not like 
another Faustus. What transpires as 
the finale is that Signno enters the 
stage as a metamorphosis proving 
that he even outwitted Death. 

Signno as a protagonist who pre-
vails at his ambitions beats Faustus 
hollow. 

And thus perhaps this character 
Signno carries a certain pulse in keep-

ing with popular perceptions nowa-
days –yes, ‘only a Sri Lankan’ could 
have  done something like that! 

Scenting the air with burning 
incense, spraying overhead substances 
that injected into the air smells of dis-
infectants, perfumes and at one point 
a likeness of cinnamon was central in 
this theatre experience. 

The hospital scene was noticeably 
complemented with the smell of pine 
scented disinfectant up my nose. 
One of the reservations I have on the 
unconventional methods of engen-
dering a multisensory theatre experi-
ence is with regard to how mustard 
seeds were cast overhead whenever 
Signno performed his miracle. 

I say this due to the inconvenience 
mustard seeds cause getting into one’s 
hair and also since at one point a few 
seeds nearly got in my left eye. It did 
in that sense create a distractive both-
eration.   

This work was undeniably pre-
sented ‘hybridisation’ of eastern and 
western elements. 

The medium was English but the 
ritualistic facets and stylistics were 
very much Sri Lankan. At the point 
when Signno’s bride sings the nursery 
song –‘London Bridge is falling down’ 
with the grandeur of traditional Sin-
hala drumming accompanying that 
scenario I wondered in what light can 
this fusion be treated –innovation 
or sacrilege? The answer perhaps, is 
both. Sometimes heretics of yesterday 
may be applauded as the futurists of 
tomorrow. 

Hypothesis
At one point the devil called ‘Salu 

Paaliya’ suffers from memory loss and 
fails to recognise the Narrator. 

The latter then asks the former if 
he doesn’t ‘known’ him or if he can’t 
‘remember’ him? There lies in that 
juncture another valuable hypothesis 
–knowledge being inextricably bound 
to memory. 

If memory can be controlled and 
manipulated, or for that matter even 
‘engineered’, so can knowledge. And 
power is after all, all about controlling 
the living. And let’s not forget knowl-
edge is crucial to all games of power. 

It is interesting to note Signno 
secures his destiny after he gets 
Vasavaththi Māra intoxicated on the 
sweetness of human tears of joy. Was 
it a metaphor for liquor I wonder? If 
so then this work speaks of a facet of 
Sri Lanka’s colonial past where arrack 
renting and tavern keeping marked 
the rise of the colonial bourgeoisie. It 
was the juncture where commoners 
began replacing the hereditary nobil-
ity as society’s helmsmen.

 One cannot help but recall the 
monumental work in this regard by 
Dr. Kumari Jayawardena, ‘Nobodies 
to Somebodies’. 

Perhaps Ferdinando created a 
social critique of the origins that have 
driven contemporary Sri Lankan 
socio-political landscape to what it is? 
While it is unsound for any reviewer 
to draw final conclusions on aspects 

which are very delicately nuanced 
and not stated outright, much I’m 
sure is allowed for conjecture. 

Death
Ferdinando’s conceptualisation 

of the character ‘Death’ warrants 
detailed discussion. The word/name 
‘Māra’ occupies a manifold signifi-
cance and multiple embodiments in 
Buddhist literature. ‘Vasavaththi 
Māra’ is generally stated to be a deity 
from the highest pleasure bound 
realm, the heavenly abode –‘Paranim-
mita Vasavatti’. He asserts himself as 
the overlord of sensual pleasure, lust, 
and desire. 

He is not necessarily the dealer of 
death to mortals. But however there 
may be overlapping colloquialisms 
between ‘Vasavaththi Māra’ and 
‘Māraya’ a figurative embodiment of 
the phenomena of death for which 
the Sinhala word is ‘maranaya’. In 
this regard I wish to offer some fur-
ther elaboration on the variants of 
‘Māra’ with reference to ‘Treasure of 
the Dhamma’ (1994) by Dr. K. Sri 
Dhammananda. In this work the 
author presents the following (in 
p.215) –‘Māras’ are personifications 
of various states. According to Bud-
dhist literature there are five kinds of 
‘Māras’, namely : 1) ‘Devaputta Māra’ 
– Deity, 2) ‘Kilesa Māra’ –Passion, 
3) ‘Abhisamkhara Māra’ –‘Kammic’ 
(Karmic) Activities, 4) ‘Khanda Māra 
‘–Five Aggregates, and 5) ‘Maccu 
Māra’ –Death. 

The only actual living entity deduc-
ible of these five is the deity. And in 
among the sutras discoursed by the 
Buddha himself that form the heart 
of the Pali canon the following sutras 
are significant with reference to 
‘Māra’ as an actual living antagonist 
to the Buddha; the ‘Mahāparinibbāna 
Sutra’: The Great Passing’ in the 
‘Dīgha Nikāya’ (Long Discourses) and 
‘Ariyapariyesanā Sutra’: The Noble 
Search’, in the ‘Majjhima Nikāya’ 
(Middle Length Discourses). Ferdi-
nando’s ‘Vasavaththi Māra’ appears a 
character whose merits are a combi-
nation of both ‘Vasavaththi Māra’ and 
‘Maccu Māra’. 

In the performance, ‘Vasavaththi 
Māra’s arrival to the beat of tradi-
tional drums bearing flaming torches 
with rhythmic movements was elec-
trifying. Seasoned actor of the stage 
and screen, Saumya Liyanage, played 
the role spectacularly. And within 
close sight of where I sat was veteran 
actor Hemasiri Liyanage, whose face 
I could not help but observe was 
lit with ardour as he witnessed that 
moment his son performed a praise-
worthy entry. 

I would say overall the cast and 
crew that made this logistically oner-
ous work come alive deserve a robust 
round of applause. As a performance 
this work was very much a successful 
in creating a multisensory experience. 
Evidently a costly affair by what was 
observed. But one does hope these 
forms of newness will begin to ‘rise’ 
irresistibly to the delight of theatrego-
ers seeking newer experiences.  

                  

Entertainment
Diary

 Sunday Nov. 1 
Moments Musicale – Bishop’s College Auditorium – 7 p.m.
Let There Be Dance – Lionel Wendt – 7 p.m. 
Yohan and Honorine – Waters Edge – 12 p.m. 
Mayura - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 2
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.pm
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 pm.
Ananda Dabare Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Nov. 3 
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Flame – Curve – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Royal Palm, Kalutara – 8 p.m. 
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.pm
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 4
Misty – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.
Mayura - Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Mintaka – FDO – 7 p.m.
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 

Thursday, Nov. 5
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. 
Mintaka – 41 Sugar – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Nalin and the Star Combination – B 52 GOH – 8.30 p.m. 
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 pm.
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7.pm
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Dee-Zone – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m.
Misty – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 

Friday, Nov. 6 
Tamara Ruberu/ On Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Herschel Rodrigo Trio-California Grill – 7 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.  
Yohan and Honorine – Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Melon and Team – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 7
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Tsin Tao – 7 p.m. 
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Melon and Team – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Shafi and Gravity – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Thusitha Dananjaya – California Grill – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m. 

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk
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A
fter 25 years the original mem-
bers of the legendary Super Stars 
re-unite for a grand concert on 
November 7 at the Nelum Pokuna 
Theatre commencing 6.30 p.m. 

Supporting the Super Stars on stage will be 
Sunil Perera, Sohan Weerasinghe, Errol of 
Los Caberellos fame, Indrani (Three sisters), 
Nalin of Marians, Corrine de Almeida and 
Paul Fernando. They will be backed by an 
orchestra of about ten musicians. 

The original members of the legendary Super 
Stars who was in forefront in the 70s – Sarath de 
Alwis, Ernest Soysa, Upali Kannangara, Maurice 
de Silva and Mahinda Silva will perform with the 
backing of Tharinda Bandara, Rama (Srinath Cha-
minda), Asanka Jayawardena and Chanaka Senad-
eera. “There will be singers such as Peter Rosairo, 
Brian Philips, Chamila Madushanka, Disna Nanay-
akkara, Clive Jansz and Dev Sharman. Whats more 
Kevin Nugera will choreograph the dance sequenc-
es which will make the evening a memorable one 
for the audience.

The evening will be compered by Vijaya Corea 
while Ariyasiri Vithanaga will be the guest speaker 
said Sarath de Silva. In the mid seventies the Super 
Stars were a household name and enjoyed success 
for more than two decades. 

The group was featured on the programs Nan-
dana Vindana telecast on Rupavahini and Madu 
Rasanga on ITN – the two most popular musical 
shows at that time. 

Super Stars was founded by A.A. Perera 
father of Indrani Perera of the Three Sisters 
fame. Ernest Soysa led the group and while 
performing on stage the group got involved 
in recording cassettes and film songs for 
Singlanka. They proudly claim that the band 
was not only the band in that era to have four 
Music Directors – namely - Ernest Soysa, 
Sarath de Alwis, Upali Kannangara and 
Nesam Thiagarajah, but they were also the 
first band to be invited overseas in 1975 to 
perform in Kuwait and Bahrain. 

Box plan at Sadeepa Bookshop, Borella 
and Sarasavi Bookshop. 

M
U

S
ICDRAMA  REVIEW 

A modern allegory 
with traditionalistic 
forms

by Dilshan Boange 

SCREENING SCHEDULE -IFFC 2015

Super Stars Super Concert

Sybil Wettasinghe is 
considered as the icon of 
children’s literature in Sri 
Lanka. She is acclaimed as 
a storyteller and illustrator 
of stories for children 

worldwide. 
The story of her life as a writer 

and illustrator spans over six 
decades. Most of her writings are 
translated into many languages and 
have been published the world over.

The first creation of Sybil 
Wettasinghe is ‘Umbrella Thief” 
which was published in 1956. Born 
and bred in the southern part of 
Sri Lanka, she feels so nostalgic 
about her childhood days that she 
spent in the village of Ginthota. She 
reminisced the times that she played 
in the garden, bathing and playing 
games in the dark, deep and thick 
jungles with her friends. She says 
that all her stories are her personal 
experience and her childhood 
memories. 

Wettasinghe says that a children’s 
writer should be a child at heart 
to write for children and she says 
that she still feels that she is a child 
and could level with their kind of 

thinking. She loves being a child at 
heart and today so many children 
love her for what she is. “When I 
left my village I was very sad. When 
I was brought here to Colombo, I 
recall the lovely days that I spent 
with my grandmother in the village. 
That eight-year-old child who left the 
village is still living in me and that 
is what made me write stories for 
children. I go down to a child’s level 
when I create a story,” she says.

Beginning
“I entered the Holy Family 

Convent in Colombo. At the 
beginning I found it tough to cope 
up with the new school system 
specially due to the English language. 
Later, however I became comfortable 
with it. I disliked mathematics as I 
was not good at doing sums. I was 
a chatter box and a naughty child at 
school. Anyway, everyone at school 
realised my ability to draw and 
illustrate. They loved it a lot. Once 
I did a mural at school and I was 
scared that I might be punished by 
my school Principal, Rev. Mother 
M. Annunciation after being found 
out. Instead, she appreciated and 
encouraged me. She said, “Sybil, 
there lies your pot of gold. One day 
you will make your mark as a great 
artist.” 

Sybil Wettasinghe, the frightened 
child in the classroom has made her 
mark in Sri Lanka and the world. 
She narrates her beautiful days while 
working for the newspapers. She first 
joined the Lankadeepa newspaper 
when she was just 17 years. She 
became the main illustrator of the 
Janatha newspaper. Her entry into 
Lake House gave access to an entire 

world of newspapers 
and she wrote and 
illustrated for the 
Sunday Observer, Silumina, Daily 
News and Sarasaviya with aplomb.

She blushed while saying that 
she met the love of her life when 
she entered the Lake House 
newspapers.“The interest of the 
‘Janatha’ Chief Sub Editor,  Don 
Dharmapala Wettasinghe in me 
continued and it blossomed into a 
subtle romance and we got married. 
He loved me not only for my 
personality and ways but also my 
writings and illustrations,” she said. 

Publication
She says that it was their dream 

to produce the book “Kuda Hora.” 
It was their first project together 
and to improve the publication, 
Sybil Wettasinghe had done a fresh 
series of illustrations. The book in 
black and white was accepted by 
H.D. Sugathapala in his Nava Maga 
supplementary series as the first 
book to be published. 

Sybil Wettasinghe is a mother of 
four - two sons and two daughters. 
Suriya, the eldest is an architectural 
draughtsman, now in retirement. He 
helps his mother with illustrating 
books. Sashi, the eldest daughter 
used to be an accomplished Bharatha 
Natyam dancer and teacher who lives 
in Scotland with her husband and 
children. 

Her younger daughter Kusala 
has been working as a journalist 
for 12 years and now works as 
a development psycho-social 
practitioner. Vinod, the youngest 
son is a senior graphic designer for 
a television channel. Wettasinghe 

now lives in her house with maids 
to look after her. She is happy when 
her children and grandchildren 
come to visit her. She says that it 
is her husband who made her into 
the person she is today and says the 
most poignant moment in her entire 
life was when she felt her husband’s 
fingers gripping her hand and slip 
away in the hospital bed and that she 
knew he was gone. “I went home, not 
in tears but with a sense of loss and 
pain,” she says. 

Celebrate
Wettasinghe who was born in 

1928, was happy to celebrate her 
88th birthday on October 31, 2015. 
She says the first six childhood years 
she spent in her village are the most 
cherished days. Her remote village 
has remained in her heart through 
the many decades of her life. Her 
father Hikkaduwage Sawadwris 
de Silva was a building contractor 
by profession and her mother 
Kotanadurage Joslin de Silva was a 
skilled lace maker with an eye for 
beauty. She says that her parents 
wanted her and her siblings to move 
into Colombo for higher studies and 
good job opportunities. Her mother 
did not want her to illustrate and 
write all the time but wanted her to 
become an architect. She was put 
into the architectural college but she 
disliked to continue with it, she said.

Wettasinghe is proud to say that 
she is the one and only children’s 
writer and illustrator in Sri Lanka 
who continuously writes for 
children without a change in the 

profession. She says that writing is 
a good profession and there is good 
potential only if one writes well.“I 
have lived writing and I write aiming 
at children. My books sell quite well 
and throughout my life I have only 
lived with the income that I get from 
selling my books. People like Martin 
Wickremasinghe lived by writing. 
The younger generation of writers 
should study the art of writing 
well so that they can become good 
writers,” she says.

Admire
Sybil Wettasinghe said, “I am 

my own friend. I never confine 
to myself. When something goes 
wrong I find my own solutions. I 
admire myself. When I 
was two years old my 
brother was born at my 
home. My aunt who 
was with us on that 
day made a pol sambol 
and told me that it 
was “Raththaram 
Badu.” I ran around 
the house screaming 
that I had rice with  
Raththaram Badu. 
I liked it a lot and 
still my favourite 
food is pol sambol. 
I like to eat it with 
jack fruit, dry 
fish and manioc. 
I like to drink 
tea with hakuru 
(jaggery). My favourite 
books are the Dracula stories and 
reading them is really thrilling. 
When it comes to my favourite 
colour I like blue a lot. Most of my 
clothes and ornaments are blue. I 
love cooking and it is one of my 
favourite activities. My family loves 
the food I cook and they appreciate 
me a lot.” 

Wettasinghe has won much 
international acclaim and her 
children’s stories secured awards 
both in Europe and Asia. In 1965, 
her story ‘Vesak Lantern’ won 
an Isabel Hutton Prize for Asian 
Women writers for Children. 
Her first book ‘Kuda Hora’ was 
chosen for the Best Foreign Book 
Award in Japan in 1986 and in 
1987 it won the Japanese Library 
Association Award as the most 
popular children’s book. ‘Kuda 
Hora’ was translated into seven 
languages. Wettasinghe has held 
exhibitions of her work in Japan 
and Czechoslovakia and in 2003 
she was invited to Norway for 
a book festival for well-known 
authors. Internationally her work 
has received high acclaim and 

attention specially 
for its 
vernacular 
themes and 
styles.

Sybil at

Pictures by Gayan Pushpika

by Husna 
Inayathullah

by Husna Inayathullah

Don Dharmapala and Sybil

Sybil 
Wettasinghe’s 

latest book is 
“Squeaky, the 
Little Piggy.” 

Pointing at a 
little squeaky 
piggy which 

was lying on 
the table, she 

explained the 
reason which 

made her write the story. 
It is a very interesting story 
published by the Adith 
Publishers which is her 
son’s publishing house. She 
dedicates this book to her 
grandchildren. 

Young at heart, veteran 
children’s storyteller 
Sybil Wettasinghe 
goes down memory 
lane reminiscing olden 
days growing up in 
salubrious village climes, 
what it’s like to be a 
writer and illustrator, 
and what young 
and aspiring writers 
could learn from her 
experience.
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