
‘Secca Team’, a new teledrama, which 
provides a rare window into the com-
plexities of a multicultural society and 
the encounters between characters, their 
tangled lives and world, began its weekly 
telecast on Rupavahini at 8.30 p.m. yes-
terday, November 21.  The thirteen-epi-
sode teledrama will be telecast from 8.30 
to 9.00 p.m. on Saturdays for the next 
baker’s dozen week.

Revolving around  a group of secu-
rity guards and set to a cricketing back-
ground,  'Seccas' tells a story about dispa-
rate lives, bringing to life both  the pride 
of winning a championship and going 
beyond to being a story of happy end-
ings.  It  talks about the whole spectrum 
of humanness and the idea of representa-
tion and  about people working together 
to rebuild something new for everybody, 

one country, one nation that promotes 
reconciliation, multi-dimensional identi-
ties and engages across dividing lines.

Search for Common Grounds (SFCG) 
which is promoting ‘Secca’ has been 
implementing a highly successful, multi-
nation episodic TV drama entitled, ‘The 
Team’ globally to help transform social 
attitudes and diminish violent behav-
iour in countries grappling with deeply 
rooted conflict.

 The television series addresses the 
very real divisive issues facing societies in 
a dozen African, Asian and Middle East-
ern countries, using sport as a unifier to 
surmount barriers.

Link to the promotional Song – https://
www/sfcg.org/secca-team-sri-lanka/

Secca Team Facebook page – https://
www.facebook.com/sikkateam/?fref=ts

Await the return 
of The Dictator 

The stage play ‘The Dicta-
tor’ written by H.C.N de 
Lannerolle and E.M.W. 
Joseph is a vintage Cey-
lonese classic that came 

alive on the boards of the Namel and 
Malini Punchi Theatre in Borella 
from October 21 to 25. Directed 
by the veteran theatre practitioner 
Namel Weeramuni, the play, which 
I believe, is very relevant to our pre-
sent climate as a hilarious comedy 
that carries a significant message, 
proved to be a praiseworthy produc-
tion.

Theatregoers will surely delight 
on learning that the Punchi Theatre 
will have another three -day show 
run of this delightful stage play in 
December. 

I met up with the director at his 
residence, on the third floor of the 
Punchi Theatre building, early last 
week to find out about the upcom-

ing show and what the response was 
like for the debut run last month. 

“The responses have been very 
good, and very encouraging I must 
admit,” Weeramuni said with his 
characteristic conviviality, adding 
that one of the most noteworthy 
responses he had got had come from 
Arun Dias Bandaranaike. 

Referring to the veteran broad-
caster who had apparently watched 
the play and had found it to be 

remarkably entertaining, Weeramu-
ni likened Bandaranaike’s response 
to a very heart-warming gesture. 
“Arun very thoughtfully sent me a 
two-page letter after watching the 
play. In it he spoke very well of the 
whole production, and especially 
praised the performance made by 
Waraks,” Weeramuni said referring 
to the renowned actor of the screen 
and stage –Wijerathne Warakagoda, 
who plays the lead role of ‘Rala-
hamy’ in ‘The Dictator’. 

Declaring ‘The Dictator’ to be the 
first Ceylonese vintage play he had 
directed, Weeramuni disclosed  that 
the first play he had watched direct-
ed by Lannerolle was –‘He comes 
from Jaffna’, which incidentally was 
written by E.F.C Ludowyke. “I saw 
it at the Lionel Wendt in either 1955 
or ’56, I can’t recall exactly which 
year, but it was during that period,” 
he said, elaborated that later he had 
watched ‘Well Mudaliyar How?’ the 
riotous comedy written and directed 
by Lannerolle. The experience had 
made a deep impression on him. 

Ceylonese vintage plays are a 
genre of their own. The sense of sat-
ire and wit they carry together with 

the critique they offer of a bygone 
era provide much ground to explore 
society and its transitions from then, 
to now. It is therefore truly a reason 
to celebrate that these plays are once 
again finding colour, form, voice 
and motion on the boards of thea-
tres today. 

“I may do a few things to enhance 
the production in the upcoming 
run. And I might do some new 
things with the character of the ‘Kat-
tadiya’,” revealed Weeramuni with a 
chuckle, since the character of the 
occultist offers the means to add an 
additional dimension of entertain-
ment that is very theatrical to the 
viewer.  When asked what plans 
he has for this production in the 
days ahead, he said he is very much  
interested in offering special shows 
to schools at special concessionary 
rates in order to help popularise this 
genre of stage plays among school-
children. But as of present, prepara-
tions and rehearsals are underway 
and the cast is getting into gear to 
once again bring to life ‘The Dicta-
tor’ at the Punchi Theatre on the 
December 2, 3 and 4 to the delight 
of theatregoers.   

                  

Entertainment
Diary

 
Sunday Nov. 22
Yohan and Honorine – Waters Edge – 12 p.m. 
Mayura - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 23
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7p.m
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Nov. 24
Many Gifts One Goal – Galadari Hotel – 6.30 p.m. 
Sing-a-long – Nalin & the Star Combination – BMICH Ban-
quet Hall – 7 p.m. 
Kaviya Oba – Deepika Priyadharshini – BMICH – 7 p.m. 
Yohan and Honorine – Royal Palm, Kalutara – 8 p.m. 
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Flame – Curve – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 25
Misty – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.
Mayura - Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Mintaka – FDO – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 26
Nalin and the Star Combination – B 52 GOH – 8.30 p.m. 
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. 
Mintaka – 41 Sugar – 7 p.m.
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Dee-Zone – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m.
Misty – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 

Friday, Nov. 27
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.  
Yohan and Honorine – Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Melon and Team – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Tamara Ruberu/ On Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Herschel Rodrigo Trio-California Grill – 7 p.m.
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 28
Sean Paul in Concert – Havelock Sports Club – 7 p.m. 
Stars on Parade – Lionel Wendt Theatre – 7.30 p.m. 
The Legends of Retro – North Lawn, Taj Samudra – 6.30 p.m. 
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Thusitha Dananjaya – California Grill – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Melon and Team – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m. 
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Tsin Tao – 7 p.m. 
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk
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Ancient 
treasures 

Book: Ancient Boxes, Caskets 
and Chests in Sri Lankan 
Museums - Volume I
Authors: Dr. P. H. D. H. De Silva and 
Senerath Wickramasinghe
Published by S. Godage & Brothers 
Publishing House 

In July this year, renowned publisher, S. Godage of S. Godage 
& Bros. Publishing House, Maradana, released a well illustrated 
memoir authored by Dr. P. H. D. H. De Silva, retired Direc-
tor of National Museums, with Senerath Wickremasinghe, 
Assistant Director, of the same Department titled ‘18th to 17th 
Century Boxes, Caskets and Chests in Sri Lankan Museums.’

This Memoir consists of 180 pages with 56 colour plates and 
99 text figures, which are mostly in colour.

One chapter highlights the exquisite ivory caskets, boxes 
and cabinets at present in the custody of Museums and private 
owners in Europe and the USA including the two Royal caskets 
sent to King Don Juan III of Portugal by the King of Kotte, 
Buvaneka Bahu VII.

Another chapter is devoted to Bronze chunam boxes, caskets 
and ivory lids recovered during excavations from Panduvasnu-
wara, Jetawana Dagoba site, Anuradhapura and Polonnaruwa.

The remaining chapters describe numerous boxes, caskets 
and chests which are in the custody of the National Museums 
made out of a variety of material including gold, silver, copper, 
brass bronze, ivory, wood, horn and tortoise – shell, and also 
Jewel and Bible boxes.

The memoir priced at Rs. 7,500 is available at S. Godage & 
Bros. Book Shop, and Maradana.

Fun 
times 

8
With Wilson 
Gunaratne’s 

Charitha Atak

*A stress free evening
*“Laughter is a powerful antidote for stress, pain and conflicts”
*Nothing works faster to bring your mind and body back into bal-

ance than a good laugh. Humour lightness your burdens, instills 
hopes and connects you with others. ‘Observe and experiment’

Wilson Gunaratne’s ‘Charitha Atak’ Political comedy (the newest 
version) with a short speech about the benefits of laughter by Dr. 
Damith Hettiarachchi will go on boards at the Bishop’s Auditorium 
(Colombo 2), at 6.30 p.m. today, (November 22)

‘Charitha Atak’ is the only stage play in Sri Lanka in which one 
actor portrays eight different characters with eight different voices. 
It’s not an easy task to create a political satire. The creator should 
be well conversant with the political culture, statement made by 
politicians from  time to time, their endless promises, their idiosyn-
crasies, strengths, weaknesses and last but not least the creator 
should not only be witty but also gutty. The international acclaimed 
actor Wilson Gunaratne meets these specifications.

 The play has been organized by HNB Retired Employees 
Association in aid of the Critical Illnesses Fund.

 Tickets will be available at the Bishop’s Auditorium Counter 
from 12 noon onwards today.

For further details contact 0722251865 or 
0710351865 or E-mail charitha7media@gmail.com
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