
Early last week, actor, 
playwright and theatre 
director, Indika Ferdi-
nando, presented his 
maiden work for the big 
screen, Ho Gaana Poku-

na (The Singing Pond), to an invited 
audience at the Savoy Cinema in Well-
watte. The movie marks Ferdinando’s 
arrival to the realm of cinema as a 
screenwriter and film director. 

The ‘invitee show’ was well 
attended by journalists, broadcasters 
and artistes along with personalities 
who are responsible for keeping the 
film industry alive in Sri Lanka. 

Ho Gaana Pokuna is classified as 
a children’s film. However, due to 
the subject matter and the manner in 
which it is presented, I feel it can be 
called a family film that will not leave 
adults bereft of entertainment and 
food for thought. 

The story is set in a rural village 
with few modern facilities and 
conveniences and centres on a group 
of schoolchildren. 

The village school –Dombagamuwa 
Elementary School has a student body 
of eighteen and is run singlehandedly 
by its principal, who is also its only 
teacher. But the lives of the children 
and the village itself is met with 
some sizable ‘upward change’ when 
‘Uma teacher’ played by Anasuya 
Subasinghe arrives as a newly 
appointed graduate teacher. 

At face level, the story can be 
summarised as a scenario where a 
group of financially underprivileged 
schoolchildren in a rural village 
in the interior of the country, see 
their dream of seeing the ocean 
being rekindled by an inspiring and 
idealistic young teacher who ensures 
dream are made to come true. But 
the real story is what is at the base 
and what runs through the storyline 
weaving a narrative of light laughter, 

emotions sorrowful and ebullient, 
witty dialogue, nuance actions and 
chirpy songs, all of which is beyond  
what a simple synopsis or summary 
can comprehensively capture. 

Ho Gaana Pokuna offers much 
food for thought, especially to the 
urban cinemagoer. It is not cinematic 
entertainment in the form of cheap 
laughs and even cheaper plots. 
Although how ‘realistic’ or not in 
these times the whole scenario is, is 
debatable, what is clearly shown is that 
there is much practicality depicted to 
propound it all as ‘doable’. 

There is a strong ideological vein 
that runs through the film. In the 
broader context it is patently leftwing 
and in more specific placement in 
that spectrum, ‘centre-left’. I may have 
some reservations about how certain 
traditional norms with regard to how 
elders should be treated by children 
are bruised, as seen with regard 
to how the children handle Justin, 
the bus driver, in certain instances 
and also in their tactic of waylaying 
the village bus one morning and 
stopping it from proceeding further 
on its journey, and dismissing the 

passengers. However, there is no 
strong message for a youth rebellion 
in this film in that sense; although it 
is best that the present generation of 
children, who are the growing masters 
of the cyber age, bequeathed on them 
after the digital revolution, are told 
by their parents the propriety of what 
ought and ought not be resorted 
in the face of initial hurdles when 
reaching childhood goals.   

On the whole, I would say casting 
has been done successfully and 
the film benefits much from the 
accomplished screen artistes like 
Lucian Bulathsinhala, Jayalath 
Manoratne, Dayadeva Edirisinghe, 
Hyacinth Wijeratne and Jayani 
Senanayake, who play significant 
catalyst adult roles in the story, while 
also talented actors like Priyantha 
Sirikumara and Seneth Dikkumbura 
who do minor roles too deliver their 
characters admirably to enhance 
the quality of the overall fabric of 
performance. Ho Gaana Pokuna is 
sure to prove itself a delightful film for 
the whole family. As a children’s film 
and a directorial debut it is, I believe, 
a success. 

His first major hit in 
the musical world 
was Polka Dots and 
Moonbeams, which 
he released in 1940.  

Before his death it was the pop 
hit Something Stupid, which he 
recorded with his daughter Nancy. 
But the song that epitomised his 
career and is now a valuable leg-
acy was ‘My Way’. In between the 
release of Polka Dots and Moon-
beams and My Way there were 
countless hits and albums – the list 
is too long to mention here. 

Frank Sinatra, one of the most 
popular and influential musi-
cal artistes of the 20th century is 
globally remembered on his 100th 
birth anniversary which falls on 
December 12. He was the best 
selling artiste of all time – hav-
ing sold more than 150 million 
records worldwide. In short he was 
an icon. 

Here in Sri Lanka, Sinatra had 
his many fans and one ardent fan 
who grew up in his young days lis-
tening intensively to Frank Sinatra 
and not letting himself loose on 
hip-hop, rap and funk, is young 
Dr. Gananath Dasanayake, vocalist 
and saxophonist for whom every 
song of Frank Sinatra comes eas-
ily. “My father is an ardent fan 
of Frank Sinatra – he had all the 

hits and albums of Sinatra and 
our home used to echo to the 
Sinatra sound. That’s how it all 
began for me and I guess will live 
with me for many years to come,” 
said Gananath. 

And the good news for all Sinatra 
fans is that Gananath is staging a 
concert to celebrate his idol’s 100th 
birth anniversary on December 12 
at the British School Auditorium, 
commencing 8.00 p.m. Backed by 
his jazz outfit En Route compris-
ing Debbie Arnolda piano, Maxie 

Pietersz – bass and Niroshan de 
Silva – drums, Gananath has set 
out an interesting program reliving 
the halcyon days of the one and 
only Frank Sinatra. 

Also participating in the concert 
will be guest artistes Ashane Ber-
nard – piano, Umaria and Devs-
han Perera. Logically Dr. Ganana-
th Dasanayake will be donating the 
proceeds to the Sri Lanka Palliative 
Care Association. 

No one can dispute that he is 
doing it His Way. 

                  

Entertainment
Diary

 
Sunday Dec. 6
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Waters Edge – 12 p.m. 
Mayura - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.

Monday, Dec. 7
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7p.m
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 8 
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Flame – Curve – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Royal Palm, Kalutara – 8 p.m. 
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 9 
Mayura - Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Mintaka – FDO – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m
Misty – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.

Thursday, Dec. 10 
Dee-Zone – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m.
Misty – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. 
Mintaka – 41 Sugar – 7 p.m.
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B 52 GOH – 8.30 p.m. 
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 

Friday, Dec. 11
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.  
Yohan and Honorine – Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Melon and Team – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Tamara Ruberu/ On Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Herschel Rodrigo Trio-California Grill – 7 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 12
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Tsin Tao – 7 p.m. 
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m. 
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Thusitha Dananjaya – California Grill – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Melon and Team – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m.

E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk
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BOOK LAUNCH

MUSIC

The latest classical book ‘Amaradeva 
Maha Gandharva Vibudhayano’ 
(Amaradeva Music Maestro and Sage 

of Sri Lankan Music) written by Dr. Nuwan 
Nayanajith Kumara will be launched on 
Thursday, December 10 at 3.00 p.m. at the 
Panibaratha Theatre, University of Visual 
and Performing Arts, Albert Crescent, 
Colombo 7. The book comprising about 
1000 pages, includes the biography and crit-
ical study of Sri Lanka’s greatest vocalist and 
musician Padma Sri Dr. Pandit Amaradeva.  
It also has a collection of rare photographs 
of the Maestro. 

The keynote address of the event will be 
by Professor Emeritus Sunil Ariyaratne and 
the welcome address will be by the Vice 

Chancellor of the University of Visual and 
Performing Arts, Professor Ariyaratne 

Kaluarachchi. 
The launch event will consist of 

several music and dance recitals by 
the undergraduates of the University 
of Visual and Performing Arts, com-
pered by Vajira Jayawardene and Par-

ami Ranasinghe, with Upul Guruge 
scripting the event.  

Published by Surasa Publica-
tions, the book is a tribute to 
the Chancellor of the University 
of Visual and Performing Arts, 
Pundit Amaradeva by Nuwan 

Nayanajith Kumara, the first 
Ph.D. holder of the University 
of Visual and Performing Arts.

Amaradeva 
Maha Gandharva
Vibudhayano

    Polka Dots,
  Moonbeams
   and Something
          Stupid

Gananath pays tribute 
to Frank Sinatra

Inspiring the 
pursuit of ideals
A review of the fi lm Ho Gaana Pokuna 

A scene from the movie: Anasuya Subasinghe as ‘Uma teacher’ surrounded by her pupils 

Director and Scriptwriter Indika Ferdinando behind the camera

Book Week at the 
British School
There could be many ways to 

enhance the world of children 
but the best of all would be 

the love of books. But it’s often quite 
a tedious task to get your child to 
sit down in a place and start actu-
ally turning the pages. In order to 
inculcate the habit in children in their 
formative years, the British School in 
Colombo held its Annual Book Week 
during the last week of November. 
The week was packed with lots of 
activities where students from recep-
tion to Year 6 were involved in peer 
reading sessions and various other 
activities. Children from Year 1 to 
Year 4 visited bookshops in the city, 
while nursery and playground class 
had story time.

The quizzes held by each key stage 
were the perfect opportunity for the 
pupils to show off their knowledge 
about books and authors, answering 
some very trick questions with ease 
and confidence.

The week’s proceedings were 
rounded off with the annual character 
parade held on November 27, 2015 
where each student dressed up like 

their favourite characters from books 
and rhymes. These ranged from tradi-
tional favourites such as Snow White 
and Cinderella to modern characters 
such as Willy Wonka and Harry Potter 
as well as animal characters including 
the Enormous Crocodile and Fantas-
tic Mr. Fox. 

Agenda 14 
Short 
Film 
Festival

The firth edition of the Annual Agen-
da 14 Short Film Festival will be held 
from December 11 to 13, at the Goethe-
Institut in partnership with the Euro-
pean Film Academy. Competing locally 
produced short films will be screened 
with international short films.  Awards 
for the ‘Best Short Film’, ‘Jury Prize’, 
Human Rights Prize’, ‘and Most Gender 
Sensitive Filmmaker ’, ‘Best Animation 
and Most Promising Filmmaker’ will be 
given away at the awards ceremony.  

The organisers plan to introduce an 
‘Audience Award’ this year as well. 

Entrance is free.

It’s that time of year again…
halls will be decked, instruments 
tuned, and voices ready to make a 
joyful noise! 

The much awaited SOSL Christmas 
Concert will once again be a highlight 
of the season. On December 12, the 
Ladies College Hall will resound to 
the sounds of the SOSL and the Mary 
Anne David Chorale, as they bring 
you a programme of sparkling Christ-

mas cheer. The Mary Anne David 
Chorale will sing their signature piece, 
the ‘“Hallelujah Chorus’ as well as 
‘O Holy Night’ and ‘Jazz Gloria”’ and 
other much loved Christmas songs 
and carols. Directed by Mary Anne 
David, one of Sri Lanka’s foremost 
choral directors, this chorale consists 
of well known and experienced choral 
singers. The Chorale will also lead 
the audience in a rousing sing-along 

of both traditional and contemporary 
Christmas fare guaranteed to swing 
the audience into the Christmas spirit!

Gershwin’s ‘Rhapsody in Blue’, per-
formed by Soundarie David Rodrigo, 
will be a highlight for the evening. 

The SOSL will be directed by 
Dushy Perera, whose artistic guidance 
and enthusiasm for music infuses 
energy and passion into a receptive 
orchestra.

SOSL Christmas Concert 

Kumara Rangum Concert
‘Kumara Rangum’ a variety entertainment show by the students of the primary section and special unit of Asoka College, 

Colombo 10, will be staged at ‘Nelum Pokuna’ Theatre at 2.30 p.m. and 6.30 p.m.  on December 7, 2015. The concert will 
showcase the talents of the  students through dance and drama on the theme ‘School Education Trip’, covering  20 districts 
around the island, bringing to focus the unique features of socio-cultural back grounds pertaining to the particular district. 
The concert of song and dance is an effort of the students of primary section and the special unit.
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