
Two special shows of Somalatha Sub-
asinghe’s popular semi-musical play 
‘Vikurthi’ will be staged at 3.30 p.m. 
and 7.00 p.m. at the Lionel Wendt 

Theatre on Friday December 18. The 
star cast of the play include Kaushalya 
Fernando, Prasannajith Abeysooriya, 
Namal Jayasinghe, Geetha Alahakoon, 

Sulochana Weerasinghe, Migara Kan-
chana, Vikarama Senevirathne, Sanjaya 
Hettiarachchi, Nimmi Priyadarshani, 
Dilip Kumara, Dilum Bhuddika, Har-
sha Thennakoon and a host of trained 
new actors of the Kotte Ranga Pitaya.  
Lighting and effects are by Chandana 
Aluthge. ‘Vikurthi’ Music composition 
is by M.R. Chulasinghe.

‘Vikurthi’ is a family drama which 
can be enjoyed by audiences of all levels. 
The staging is organised by Jude Srimal. 
All seats are box planned and tickets 
are available only at the Lionel Wendt 
Theatre.

 Balloth Ekka bae, the hilarious comedy written 
and directed by Ravindra Ariyarathne will be staged 
at 3.30 and 6. 45 p.m. at the Borella YMBA Theatre 
on December 18.

With a host of popular artiste including, Wijaya 
Nandasiri, Kumara Thirimadura, Roshan Pilapitiya, 
Gihan Fernando, and Ferny Roshini, the play has 
Shantha Peiris and Luvoline Vandawall adding 
the extra touch with their music composition and 
background creations. Stage management is by 
Sumedha Prasanna.

Organised by Jude Srimal, tickets are available at 
Sadeepa Book Shop – Borella, Sarasavi Book Shop 
– Nugegoda, Sri Ramya Hotel – Borella and at the 
YMBA Theatre.  

‘Systematic Cultivation and 
Management of Cinnamon’, a 
timely publication authored by A. 
D. Wijitha K. de Zoysa Jayatilleke 
of Dassanayake Walauwa 
Plantation, Nape, Kosgoda, Sri 
Lanka,  was recently launched as 
a part of the events at the Annual 
General Meeting of The Sri 
Lanka Spice Council held at the 
Taj Samudra Hotel, Colombo. 

The book deals extensively 
with systematic cinnamon 
cultivation from initial stage of 
land clearing and planting of 
cinnamon to harvesting. It also 
provides guidance and practical 
know-how to develop cultivated 
cinnamon lands. 

The author, a professional 
planter of cinnamon for over 40 
years, has, generously imparted 
his wealth of knowledge in the 
field of cinnamon cultivation 
and practical guidance which is 
extremely useful for cinnamon 
planters in general and for Small, 
Medium and Large, landed  
proprietor planters in particular. 

The principal objective of the 
publication is to upgrade the 
quality of cinnamon production 
and also to enhance productivity 
of cinnamon lands under 
Systematic Cultivation and 
Management. The publication 
would serve as a practical guide 
book and also as a knowledge 

book at field level 
education on 
the systematic 
cultivation of 
cinnamon.  The 
book contains 26 
chapters with facts 
relating to the 
cinnamon industry 
and over 170 
photographs.  The 
book written in simple Sinhalese 
covers the field operational 
activities of cinnamon and is 
a result of meticulous research 
over a period of 3 years. 

The author. A. D. Wijitha K. 
de Zoysa Jayatilleke, Producer 
Representative of The Sri Lanka 
Spice Council and a pioneer in 
the cinnamon plantation, was 
awarded the internationally 
certified standard certifications 
such as GMP Certification, 
HAACP Certification, ISO: 
22000 Certification and FSSC 
22000 Standard Certification for 
designing and introducing the 
first ever, the state- of-the Art 
Model Cinnamon Processing 
Factory of the world.  He 
also, possesses and manages 
the Model Field Cinnamon 
Plantation, registered with The 
Sri Lanka Spice Council and 
the Model Coconut Plantation 
intercropped with Pepper, 
registered with The Sri Lanka 

Coconut 
Cultivation Board.

In 2011, he served as a 
National Expert for The United 
Nations Industrial Development 
Organization (UNIDO)’s Project 
under the Standards and Trade 
Development Facility of the 
World Trade Organization, a 
joint venture with The Sri Lanka 
Spice Council. 

He provided his professional 
services by conducting 
workshops to develop and 
safeguard the cinnamon industry 
for Small; Medium and Large 
scale Industrialists; Processors 
and other stakeholders of Galle; 
Matara; Kalutara and Ratnapura 
Districts.  A limited number of 
copies of the book are available 
for purchase from Dassanayake 
Walauwa Plantation, Nape, 
Kosgoda (0777370871).  

The author has dedicated the 
publication to his late father  A. 
D. Percy A. de Zoysa Jayatellike. 

                  

Entertainment
Diary

 
Sunday Dec. 13
Joy to the World – Musical Extravaganza – Archbishop’s House 
Auditorium – 7 p.m.
Family Fair – BMICH – 10.30 a.m.
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Waters Edge – 12 p.m. 
Mayura - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.

Monday, Dec. 14
Thusitha  Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7p.m
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 15 
Holly Daze – Bishop’s College Auditorim – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Royal Palm, Kalutara – 8 p.m. 
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Flame – Curve – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 16 
Holly Daze – Bishop’s College Auditorium – 7 p.m.
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.
Mayura - Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Mintaka – FDO – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m
Misty – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 17 
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Dee-Zone – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m.
Misty – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. 
Mintaka – 41 Sugar – 7 p.m.
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B 52 GOH – 8.30 p.m. 
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 18
Melon and Team – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.  
Yohan and Honorine – Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Tamara Ruberu/ On Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Herschel Rodrigo Trio-California Grill – 7 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 19
Sing-a-long with Annesley – BMICH Banquet Hall – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – California Grill – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Tsin Tao – 7 p.m. 
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m. 
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Melon and Team – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m. 
E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk
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All about
Cinnamon

Author of ‘Systematic Cultivation and Management 
of Cinnamon’, A. D. Wijitha K. de Zoysa Jayatilleke 
hands over copies of the publication to Daya 
Gamage,  Minister of Primary Industries.  

Derrick Junkeer, popular-
ly known as Derrick J in 
Australia, who wowed 
his fans into giving him 
a standing ovation as 

he stepped down from the stage dur-
ing his performance at the Galadari 
Hotel in October, is all set to wow 
local music lovers again with a series 
of performances, beginning with the 
Gold FM 70s Show and the ‘Tour-
ism Fest with the Spirit of Christmas’ 
both on December 19.

The 70s Show, which he is doing 
on the invitation of the Chairman 
of Gold FM, Raynor Silva, will be 
held at Taj Hotel, from 6.00 p.m. to 
Midnight.  Derrick is scheduled to 
perform at around 10.30 p.m. The 
Tourism Fest, which he is perform-
ing on the special invitation of John 
Amaratunga, Minister of Tourism 
Development and Christian Reli-
gious Affairs, will be at The Arcade, 
Independence Square. 

With December being the peak 
month for tourist arrivals and festivi-
ties, the idea behind ‘Tourism Fest 
with the Spirit of Christmas’ is to 
portray Sri Lankan food, culture, 
gems, tea, shopping and entertain-
ment at one venue. Amongst the 
main attractions during this Fest will 
be an exhibition of Sri Lankan cul-
ture and heritage and special exhibi-
tions of wild life, zoological gardens, 
handicrafts and gems. In addition, a 
food festival on Sri Lankan and inter-
national cuisine with the participa-
tion of leading hotels and restaurants 
in Colombo and a tea boutique is 
targeted to offer a delectable experi-
ence to the visitors to embody a true 
spirit of Christmas. 

On December 20, Derrick will be 
part of the Special X’mas High Tea 
performance at the Galadari Hotel, a 
one-of-a-kind event that will provide 
the right ambiance for romantic ren-
ditions of songs that were the golden 

hits of singers like Engelbert 
Humperdinck and Tom Jones, and 
some popular Xmas carols.

Derrick will stay back in 
Colombo till January 2, 2016 to 
perform at the Galadari Hotel for 
New Years Eve with the9 piece 
band FLAME and special guest 
Ishan Bahar

Although now domiciled in 
Melbourne, Derrick J has not lost 
his touch in entertaining music 
lovers both young and old 
- something that he has 
been doing for more 
than 40 years. His 
appearances on the 
TV specials 'Good 
Morning Australia',   ‘In 
Melbourne Today’, as a 
singer, and a host on the 
Sri Lanka Morning Show 
on Channel 31 has escalated 
his popularity and he is now a 
household name in Melbourne.

on a 
musical
high

Derrick

All set to wow his fans 
at several performances 
in Colombo
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perform at the Galadari Hotel for 
New Years Eve with the9 piece 
band FLAME and special guest 
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his touch in entertaining music 
lovers both young and old 
- something that he has 
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STORIES, MYTHS, AND LEGENDS

ON THE PATH TO THE SACRED MOUNTAIN
The United States-Sri Lanka Ful-

bright Commission will present a 
lecture by Ameena Hussein, writer 
and co-founder of the Perera Hus-
sein Publishing House, on Stories, 
Myths and Legends on the Path to the 
Sacred Mountain: Tracking the 14th 
Century Moroccan traveller Ibn Bat-
tuta in Lanka, from 6.00 to 7.00 p.m.  
on Wednesday, December 16  at the 
US-Sri Lanka Fulbright Commission 
Auditorium, New Address: 55 Abdul 
Gaffoor Mawatha, Colombo 3.

Ibn Battuta made the pilgrimage 
to Adam’s Peak, when he came to 
Sri Lanka in 1344. After 29 years of 
travel to various parts of the world, he 
returned to Morocca and wrote about 
the countries he travelled to and what 
he saw. Wednesday’s  presentation is 

an attempt to follow in the footsteps 
of Ibn Battuta  in a 21st Century Sri 
Lanka uncovering myths, legends, and 
fantastic tales.

The study was inspired by the Silk 
Routes: Heritage, Trade, Practice  a 
three-year project hosted by the Inter-
national Writers’ Program at the Uni-
versity of Iowa. The ancient Silk Route 
of both overland and sea have today 
been replaced by the newest Silken 
Web – the Internet. Using the project 
to showcase the countries along the 
ancient Silk Road highlighting litera-
ture, writing, person to person links 
and exchange, the Silk Routes pro-
ject hopes to foster long term region 
wide networks united by a common 
engagement with the art of writing 
and creativity.

Ameena Hussein was invited  to 
participate in the International Writ-
ers’ Program conducted by the Univer-
sity of Iowa in 2005.  Her novel ‘The 
Moon in the Water’ was longlisted for 
the Man Asian Literary Award and the 
Dublin IMPAC.  Her first short story 
collection ‘Fifteen’ was shortlisted for 
the Gratiaen Prize in 1999 and her sec-
ond collection of short stories ‘Zillij’ 
won the State Literary Prize in 2005. 
She has also edited three collections 
of children’s stories and a collection 
of stories for adults. She is currently at 
work on a novel.

Entry to the lecture is by prior reg-
istration only and  seating will be on a 
first-come first-served basis.

 Call: 256 4176 and 471- 8744 to 
register

Sudu saha Kalu
at Colombo 
Campus

EVENTS - DRAMA

Two special shows of Sudu saha Kalu, an outstand-
ing play written by veteran writer and director Simon 
Nawagaththegama and directed by veteran actor Sri-
yantha Mendis will be staged at the Colombo Campus 
New Art Theatre (NAT) at  3.30 p.m. and 6.45 p.m. 
today, December 13. 

The cast include Sriyantha Mendis, Kusum Renu, 
Roshan Pilapitiya, Jayalal Rohana, Wasantha Wittach-
chi, Nadeeshani Peliarachchi, Mahendra Weerarath-
na, Rathna D. Nambuge, Prageeth Eraegama, Uditha 
Gunarathne, Shan Amanda and many artistes. Music 
for the play is composed by Jagath P. Wijeweera, with 
veteran actor Mahendra Perera doing the choreogra-
phy and stage settings, Wasantha Wittachchi handling  
make up, Mihindu Madushanka handling lighting 
and sound managements, and Sumedha Prasanna and 
Ruvan Kumara handling the stage management. The 
play is produced and organised by Jude Srimal.

Tickets are available at Sarasavi Book Shop - Nuge-
goda, Sadeepa Book Shop – Borella, Salaka Senkada 
– Town Hall and at the Theatre gate.

What makes the 
perfect Bond song?

S
ome have been 
left shaken not 
stirred by Sam 
Smith’s tune 
for Spectre. Is 

there a formula for what 
separates the best from 
the forgettable? Clemency 
Burton-Hill investigates 

Of all the things with which Agent 
007 is synonymous – cars and cock-
tails, gadgets and girls – nothing 
sums up the James Bond franchise 
more immediately than its music. 
While the Bond theme (composed 
by Monty Norman and arranged by 
John Barry) is itself a thing of won-
der, it’s the title songs that invariably 
come to define each film, distilling 
the experience of what lies ahead. 
No other film franchise has been so 
powerfully defined by its music.

“The opening title songs have 
become truly memorable set pieces 
and give a real lift to the opening of 
Bond films,” says Hollywood-based 
British film composer David Buckley. 
“Our expectations are for something 
big, seductive and classy. Monty 
Norman, John Barry and later David 
Arnold and Thomas Newman, along 
with a plethora of legendary singers, 
have established a musical language 
that is unmistakably Bond.”

So, as British artiste Sam Smith 
now talks to us in that language for 
his theme song to Spectre, Writ-
ing’s on the Wall, we ask: what is it 
that makes a great Bond song? Is 
there a magic formula? A quick spin 
through the glories of the back cata-
logue and it becomes clear that the 
greatest of them manage to sound 
somehow classic while simultaneous-
ly evoking the contemporary world 
of the film in question. They relate 
specifically to their own film, and 
yet are able to capture in their spirit 
the whole magnificent history of the 
franchise. They are theme tunes, and 
yet could - and do - stand on their 
own as cracking pop songs.

“I don’t think there’s a formula”, 
says cultural critic and Bond music 
aficionado Scott Meslow, “but I think 
there are a few things that work. You 
should aim for a measure of timeless-
ness, without being afraid to embrace 
the musical trends of your era. And 
you should forge your own trail; 
trying to replicate what other artists 
have done has never really worked.” 
Having recently described the writ-
ing of Bond title songs as a tricky 
art, he reminds us, tongue in cheek, 
that “the best Bond themes tend to 
appear in the best Bond movies, so 
if you’re going to record a song for 

007, try to get it into one of his good 
movies.”

A cue to a kill
One of the best of all is the very 

first: Goldfinger, recorded in 1964. 
The first Bond film, Dr No (1962) 
featured Norman’s theme but no title 
song, and the next instalment, From 
Russia With Love (1963) included 
Matt Monro singing a theme song 
over the closing credits. But Gold-
finger was the first to put the theme 
song front and centre. For Meslow, 
it is the ‘platonic ideal’ of all Bond 
themes. “From the opening blast of 
the orchestra, it’s bold and brassy 
and unforgettable”. Here too is an 
instance in which artist was perfectly 
matched to song: where a lesser 
singer “might be drowned out,” he 
contends, “Shirley Bassey manages to 
loom over the instrumentation.”

Loom is one way of putting it. 
Bassey, who had been put through 
her paces by John Barry at London’s 
CTS Studios that August, delivers an 
immense and frankly badass perfor-
mance, but it was very nearly pulled 
from the movie because producer 
Harry Saltzman considered it ‘the 
worst song I’ve ever heard in my life’. 
And yet it went on to set the gold 
standard by which all other Bond 
songs are judged.

In a nice twist, given the sexual 
politics with which all 007 films are 
charged, for my money it’s the Bond 
girls who do it better. From Shirley 
Bassey to Carly Simon, Nancy Sinatra 
to Adele - whose jaw-dropping per-
formance of Skyfall helped scoop the 

Bond franchise its first ever Oscar in 
2013 - the most unforgettable Bond 
tunes are invariably delivered by 
fabulous, powerful women.

“There’s clearly some vague, 
amorphous cultural sense of what 
makes a good ‘Bond theme’ artist,” 
Meslow reckons. “Generally [it’s] 
a female singer who tends toward 
lush, jazzy throwback tunes and/or 
torch songs. There’s a reason, after 
all, that so many people wanted 
Amy Winehouse to record a Bond 
theme; that Adele was so clearly the 
perfect choice for Skyfall; and that 
Lana Del Rey’s name keeps coming 
up as a plausible contender.” But for 
all the star power of these soloists, 
he suggests the person who sings 
the song may be less important than 
the person who writes it. “It’s easy to 
imagine someone like Adele doing an 
entire album of 007 covers, and most 
of them would probably sound amaz-
ing. When the 007 franchise started, 
the song’s writer was rarely its singer; 
today, the person who sings the song 
is always at least a co-writer. If it were 
me choosing the next Bond song, I’d 
focus on the songwriting part first.”

So what of singer-songwriter Sam 
Smith, the 23-year-old multiple 
Grammy- and Emmy winner and 
first solo British man to record a 
Bond song since Tom Jones in 1965? 
“His songs don’t exactly scream 
‘James Bond’, notes Melsow, “but on a 
pure talent level, he certainly has the 
voice and the range required to pull 
it off.”

-BBC Culture

Balloth ekka bae 
at YMBA Borella

Two of Dayananda Gunawardena’s most popular dramas Nari Bena and 
Jasaya saha Lenchina, will be staged  at 3.30 p.m. and 7.00 p.m. at the Lionel 
Wendt Theatre on Sunday, December 20.

The cast includes popular artistes Bandula Wijeweera, Rodney Warnakula, 
Sarath Kulanga, Tharanda Kumari, Rathnasheela Perera, Sunil Thilakar-
athne, Nilmini Kottegoda, Jayanath Bandara and Indika Jayasinghe.  Music is 
by Pubudu Walpita. The drama is being organised by Jude Srimal and tickets 
(box plan) available only at Lionel Wendt Theatre. 

EVENTS - DRAMA

EVENTS - CAROLS

December 22 

MOVIE MUSIC

Screening of all the movies will be at 6.00 p.m. at 
The  American Center, Colombo,  #44 Galle Road, 
Colombo 3 and seating will be on a first come 
first serve basis.  Contact the American Center at 
amcentersl@state.gov or at (11) 249-8100 for further 
details.

nalaka
New Stamp


