
The Dharmaratne Broth-
ers have chalked up 
50 years as a musical 
group. They were the 

first Family group to start sing-
ing, forming their group in 1965. 
Christy, Maxwell, Ronald and 
Melroy, owe their success as a 
musical group to their late moth-
er, Mrs. Stella Dharmaratne.

 All four of them are Old Boys 
of St. Benedict’s College. 

Music runs in the family, 
and mention must be made of 
Shiromi Fernando, the niece 
of Dharmaratne Brothers, who 
thrilled audiences with her very 
popular songs, Konda Namagena 
and Pembara Amma.

The Sri Lanka Broadcasting 
Corporation (SLBC) recognised 
their talent, and gave them a 
break through the ‘Elasto Pro-
gram’, and also through the 
‘Zellers Sundown Show’, which 
was compeered by Vijaya Corea. 
The Dharmaratne Brothers shot 
to fame with their rendition of 
Wessa Wahinawa and Kalaketa 
Pera - the Sinhala version of 
‘Long time ago in Bethlehem’. 

The Brothers stormed the 

music scene with their lilting 
music and fine harmonising. 
A striking feature of the Dhar-
maratne Brothers is that all four 
of them are teetotallers and non-
smokers.

Melroy Dharmaratne, the 
youngest, is the most talented. He 
is a music director and lyricist of 
no mean repute. The third of the 
Brothers, Ronald, was called to 
eternal rest in 1987. Since then 
the 3-member group sang and 
continued to enthral audiences. 

Many of their songs are so 
popular that they are sung at var-
ious functions like Christmas car-
ols, parties, and get-togethers. It 
will be recalled that on December 
1, every year, their very popular 
song Kalaketa Pera is broadcast 
over the SLBC.

The Dharmaratne Brothers 
have their own inimitable style 
of music and singing. They will 
no doubt continue to grow in 
popularity for many more years, 
as music is in their blood. They 
loved their music, and if ‘Music is 
the food of love, then play on.’

- Russel Fernando

                  

Entertainment
Diary

 Sunday Dec. 20
The Singing Christmas Tree – St.Sebastian’s College – 
Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Stars of the stars – BMICH – 6.30 p.m.
Paul Perera – California  Grill – 7 p.m.
Barefoot Band – Barefoot – 11 a.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Waters Edge – 12 p.m. 
Mayura - Curry Leaf, Hilton – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Harbour Room – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka - Sky, Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 11 a.m.

Monday, Dec. 21
The singing Christmas Tree – Holy Family Convent, 
Dehiwala-Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Ananda Dabare Duo – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Sam the Man – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane – Library, Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7p.m
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.

Tuesday, Dec. 22
The singing Christmas Tree – Convent of Our Lady of 
Victories – Moratuwa-Mount Lavinia Hotel 7 p.m.
Choro calibre – Taj Samudra – 7.30 p.m. 
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Royal Palm, Kalutara – 8 p.m. 
Trio – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m.
Buddi de Silva – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Flame – Curve – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury – 5 p.m.
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Stella Karaoke – Il Ponte – 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 23 
The singing Christmas Tree – St.Sebastian’s College, 
Moratuwa-Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Metho Cantanti – Taj Samudra – 7 p.m.
C & C – Kingsbury – 7 p.m.
Kool – Curve – 7 p.m. 
DJ Kapila – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Arosha Katz/Beverly Rodrigo – Cinnamon Lakeside – 5 p.m.
Mayura - Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6 p.m.
DJ Effex – Magarita Blue – 8 p.m. 
Paul Perera – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Mintaka – FDO – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Shamal Fernando - California Grill – 7.p.m
Misty – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 

Thursday, Dec. 24
C & C – Shore by 0 – 8 p.m. 
Ananda Dabare String Quartet – Cinnamon Grand – 7 p.m. 
Savindswa Wijesekera – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5.30 p.m. 
Dee-Zone – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m.
Misty – Qbaa – 8 p.m.
Heat – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m. 
Kismet – Galadari Hotel -  7 p.m. 
Mintaka – 41 Sugar – 7 p.m.
Funk Junction – Curve – 7 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B 52 GOH – 8.30 p.m. 
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 6.30 p.m.
Paul Perera - California Grill – 7 p.m.

Friday, Dec. 25
C & C – Havelocks Sports Club – 8 p.m.
Melon and Team – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m. 
Crossroads/Effex Djs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.  
Audio Squad – Rhythm & Blues – 8 p.m. 
Magic Box Mix up – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
DJ Asanka – Kingsbury Sky Lounge – 5 p.m.  
DJ Shane – Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 9 p.m.
Kismet – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.  
Yohan and Honorine – Blue Waters, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Rebels – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m.
Arosha Katz – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf – Colombo Hilton 7 p.m.
Tamara Ruberu/ On Route – Cinnamon Grand – 5 p.m. 
Herschel Rodrigo Trio-California Grill – 7 p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 26
Sing-a-long with Annesley – BMICH Banquet Hall – 7 p.m.
Thusitha Dananjaya – California Grill – 7 p.m.
DJ Shane - Library – Cinnamon Lakeside – 8 p.m.
Nalin and the Star Combination – B52 GOH – 8.30 p.m.
Mintaka – Curve Bar – 9 p.m.
DJ Naushad – Waters Edge – 8 p.m.
Heart ‘N’ Soul – Galadari Hotel – 7 p.m.
Yohan and Honorine – Tsin Tao – 7 p.m. 
Gravity/Effex DJs – Margarita Blue – 8.30 p.m.
Mayura – Curry Leaf, Colombo Hilton 7 p.m. 
Sam the Man – Blue Water, Wadduwa – 7 p.m. 
Buddhi de Silva/G 9 – Cinnamon Grand 5 p.m.
Norma’n Jazz – Mount Lavinia Hotel – 7 p.m. 
Melon and Team – Kingsbury Poolside – 6.30 p.m.
Maxwell Fernando – Cinnamon Lakeside – 7 p.m. 
Magic Box – Qbaa – 8 p.m. 
E-mail your events to vdt@sundayobserver.lk
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BOOK LAUNCH

Common humanity 
in the midst of 
difference 

 Allah shouldn’t have revealed so much to the Prophet. 
It only makes pious people like us suffer. So muses 
Khalid Khan, a seventeen-year-old Afghan boy 
living in Melbourne. Khalid is like any other boy his 
age in Australia. He loves his footy and his mum’s 
cooking. He finds his dad’s idiosyncrasies endearing 
and amusing. He takes every opportunity to tease his 
sister, Aisha. And he is tethered to his mobile and has 
a crush on a girl at school.
Khalid also believes in Allah, although he sometimes 
wonders whether it is such a good idea to convert 
everybody in the world to Islam.
One Friday morning, the quiet suburban life of 
Khalid’s family is turned upside down when an 
unwelcome visitor appears at the door. What follows 
is a hilarious—and poignant—intercultural encounter 
that explores love, socioeconomics, and religion and 
uncovers our common humanity even in the midst of 
difference.

The above is a brief synopsis of ‘Asylum’, the latest opus 
by Sri Lankan –born writer and researcher in Melbourne,  
Channa Wickremesekera, released in September this year. 
The book has been described as “A fun novel written in a 
jaunty teen voice—a novel that tries to tip our assumptions 
on their heads and succeeds,” by Anna Funder, author 
of ‘Stasiland’ and ‘All That I Am’ and as “This is a timely 
novel, written with daring and imagination. It deals 
with themes that we urgently need to engage with and 
reflect upon, challenges that cry out for a long-overdue 
national conversation,” by Arnold Zable, author of ‘Cafe 
Scheherazade’, The Fig Tree’, and ‘Violin Lessons’

In addition to ‘Asylum’ (Palaver 2015), Wickremesekera 
previous works of fiction include ‘Walls’ (self-published 
2002), ‘Distant Warriors’ (Hussein Publishing House 
2005), ‘In the Same Boat’ (Bay Owl Press 2010), and 
‘Tracks’ (self-published 2015), all of which deal with the 
migrant experience. He also is a historian who researches 
the military history of South Asia. His published works of 
history include ‘Best Black Troops in the World: British 
Perceptions and the Making of the Sepoy, 1746–1805’ 
(Manohar 2002) and ‘Kandy at War: Indigenous Military 
Resistance to European Expansion in Sri Lanka, 1594–
1818’  (Vijitha Yapa Publications 2004). A third book on 
the separatist war in Sri Lanka will also be published.

On Saturday October 
24, an appreciative 
audience at St Paul`s 
Church Kandy were 
treated to a musical 
feast, courtesy the De 

Lanerolle Brothers and the choirs of 
four schools - Hillwood College, Good 
Shepherd`s Convent, St Anthony`s 
College and Trinity College, all from 
Kandy.

The first hymn  Praise To The Lord, 

The Almighty, The King Of Creation 
was played on the pipe organ by the 
church organist Dilanganie Bhareti, as 
the tower clock, fitted 130 years ago, 
chimed the hour (6.00 p.m.) and the 
church bell pealed in tandem.  This 
resonated with the majestic sounds of 
the organ music and the church choir. 
The participation of congregation 
added to the sublime moment.

The Vicar, Rev Neil van Dort wel-

comed the audience. The programme 
was led by the De Lanerolle Brothers, 
Rohan and Ishan, who were accom-
panied by Neranjan de Silva on his 
electronic organ. They sang When The 
Lord Builds The House, the well known 
Ave Maria and Bless This House, mak-
ing the Kandy audience a privileged 
lot to be audience to  a performance of 
quality,  heard in concert halls all over 
the world.

Bringing together the choirs of four 
schools was indeed an unprecedented 
achievement. Each choir rendered two 
items with enthusiasm and commit-
ment and the dedication of the train-
ers was evident and appreciated. 

The choir of Good Shepherd`s Con-
vent, trained by Nelson George sang 
The Potter’s Hand and There`s A Song 
In The Air to the music provided by a 
recorded track. St Anthony`s College 
choir,  rained by Apsara Alahakoon 
and  Hemanthi Fernando, sang Exo-
dus  and  Moment Of Peace and were 
accompanied on an electronic organ 
played by a member of the choir. 

The choir of Hillwood College, 
trained by Tobius Visvabaratha and 
accompanied on an electronic organ 
by Suresh de Mel, rendered For The 
Beauty Of The Earth and Kumbaya, 
while the Trinity College choir  sang 
Jericho followed by an Israeli Folk 
Song  Hasivenu. The choir trained by 

Lasantha Tennekoon was accompa-
nied on an electronic organ by Sadana 
Madasekera.  

All performances were received with 
appreciative applauses. 

The De Lanerolle Brothers who 
returned to the stage between the per-
formance of the choirs, kept the audi-
ence spellbound with the second con-
gregational hymn  Praise My Soul The 
King Of Heaven sung to the accompa-
niment of the church pipe organ.  This 
was followed up with Great Is Thy 
Faithfulness and I’ll Walk With God. 

The evenings programme culminat-
ed with a grand finale with the choirs 
of the four schools numbering 168 
members, the De Lanerolle Brothers 
to the accompaniment of Neranjan de 
Silva  on the electronic organ,  coming 
together to sing I Will Give Thanks To 
Thee, I Wow To Thee My Country and 
the much loved Holy City. The young 
voices blending beautifully with the 
mature voices of the two internation-
ally well known Brothers. 

St Paul`s Church did indeed rever-
berate with the singing.

The programme came to an end 
after ninety minutes of exhilarating 
music and the crowd reluctantly left 
with the Holy City ringing in their 
ears. 
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A lifestyle is 
song,word 
and dance
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The 85th anniversary cel-
ebrations of the Hindu 
Women’s Society and 
Konjum Thamil – the 
caressing language – saw 
the audience at the Sar-

aswathy Hall being enthralled with an 
evocative performance relating the his-
tory of the Society and the traditions, 
culature and dress of the Tamil in song, 
word and dance.

The primary objective of the organ-
isers was to portray all that has been 
done to fulfill the twin objectives of the 
Society – namely to foster Hinduism 
including the culture and the society 
and the Tamil Language over the past 
eighty five years.

The whole programme was choreo-
graphed beautifully by Sivanandini 
Duraiswamy, ably assisted by the Kal-
agam Committee ladies.

The Ganesha Stotaram followed by 
the percussion beat – the students play-
ing on the drums, table, ‘genjara’ and 
the ‘gadam’ – instruments of Carnatic 

Music gave a wonderful start for the 
evening.

The Isai Sangamam – the choir of 
the Vidyalayam was a very special 
item with 24 students singing with the 
orchestra – an unusual programme 
where harmony and melody blended 
together, giving Carnatic Music a dif-
ference.

The programme Mann Vaasanai – 
the fragrance of the earth of our homes 
was depicted by the traditional culture, 
dress and heritage of the Tamils. 

Young debutantes modelled the 
different dresses of the Tamils from 
childhood, wearing skirt and blouse, 
through to older children wearing 
the ‘thavani’ the traditional half saree 
and young and older women wearing 
the different drapes each followed by 
separate dances.  The modelling by 
children and young girls was a novel 
prelude to the dance.

The Alarippu – a tradition of Bhara-
ta Natyam was incorporated 
into the 

Thirupugal - Eru myl eru vilaiyaadu 
mugam onre…  which itself was an 
unusual combination lending colour 
to the dances with Lord Murugan’s six 
encampments – aaru padai veedu.

The traditional Thillana and the 
singing of the Mangalam brought the 
programme to a wonderful end.

Dharmaratne Brothers

50 years in the 
music scene
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C & C 
back in
action

Back home after successful gigs 
abroad C & C are gearing them-
selves for all the end-of-the-year 
activities, they are going to be 
involved with. Chandani tells us 
that the band now has a new line 
up of personnel who are able to 
cater to the varied taste of audi-
ences – be it pop, soul, funk or hip 
hop.

As the leader of C & C, Cha-
minda, a talented keyboardist 
grooves with Buddi on bass, Maal 
on drums; with the talented vocal-
ist Kehim. A new addition to this 
popular band is the former guitar-
ist Marlon who was one time asso-
ciated with the band Misty.

“With this set of musicians we 
have been successful this year and 
are kept busy playing at many 
night spots. C & C are featured 
on Thursdays at Shore by O, and 
play at Havelocks on Fridays fort-
nightly. If you want to chill out 
then join us on Wednesdays when 
we will be in action playing jazzy 
mellow music at Kingsbury’s Kings 
bar. Once a month we spread our 
special vibes at CR & FC’s Sunday 
Brunch” revealed Chandani a 
vocalist with a wide repertoire of 
songs.

Simply
Sublime

Book: Asylum
Author:  
Channa Wickremesekera
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Young girls in Kolattam

The Alarippu

Thattu Madippu worn by young 
women
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